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Flee  alfo  youthful  Lujls  :  hut  follow  Rightecuf- 
nefs,  Faith ,  Chari ty,  Peace,  with  them  that 
call  on  the  Lord  out  of  a  pure  Heart . 
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SERMON  IX. 

On  Ridicule, 

PART  I. 

PROVERBS  xir. 

< 

Fools  make  a  mock  at  Sin, 

r  I  ^  H  E  ChiiRian  religion  is,  with  great 
J.  force  and  propriety,  Riled  a  warfare  ; 
and  ChriRians  are  exhorted,  as  “  good  Sol¬ 
diers  of  ChriR,”  continually  to  Rand  upon 
their  defence,  clothed  with  the  whole  armour 
of  God,  againR  the  various  attacks  of  their 
enemies.  Indeed,  fo  numerous  are  thofe 
enemies,  and  fo  diverfified  and  fubtle  the 
methods  by  which  the  flefh  and  the  fpirir, 
tne  world  and  the  devil,  aie  continually 
labouring  to  fap.  the  foundation,  and  over¬ 
throw  the  Rrudlure  of  a  Ghrifiian’s  virtue5 
that  there  is  no  lefs  need  of  the  divine  Panoply) 
than  of  all  the  caution  and  attention,  which 
the  beR  prudence  and  wifdom  can  fuggeR. 

Solicitous  for  your  welfare,  my  young 
hearers,  I  have  pointed  out  feme  of  thofe 
vcl.  iii  b 
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perils,  which  will  meet  you,  in  your  Chridian 
courfe  ;  fome  of  tnofe  fnares,  which  lie  in 
the  way,  to  entangle  your  incautious  feet : 
And  particularly,  when  fetting  before  you 
the  dangers  and  evils  of  Bad  Company,  I 
touched  flightly  upon  a  topic,  which,  from  its 
importance,  certainly  demands  a  more  ample 
difcullion  *  :  For  Ridicule  is  not  only 
the  choiced  inftrument  of  impious  folly  to 
decry  religious  truth  and  virtue;  but  its 
effedf  is  frequently  mod:  fatal  to  that  truth 
and  virtue. 

Surely,  then,  it  is  well  worth  our  while 
to  inquire  into  its  nature  and  force;  to  ex- 
amine  this  mighty  Goliath  of  the  Philistines  ; 
that  v/e  may  learn  wherein  its  ffrength  lies, 

and  wherefore  it  fhould  flrike  fuch  a  terror 

\ 

into  the  armies  of  the  Living  God.  Some, 
indeed,  have  urg'd,  that  this  is  the  alone 
potent  fpeil,  whereby  to  prove  truth  of  every 
kind;  and  they  triumphantly  urge,  c;  That 
whatever  will  not  {land  the  tefl  of  Ridicule, 
mud  unquedionably  be  branded  with  falfehood 
and  contempt/’  We  will  try  the  force  of 
this  pofition,  and  fee,  whether  the  affertion 

*  See  Vol,  I.  p.  326. 
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••of  the  wife  King  of  Ifrael  deferves  not  an 
equal  acceptation  ;  namely,  “  That  mockery 
hn,  and  its  confeque.nces,  is  a  proof,  not  of  at 
wifdom,  but  of  the  verieft  folly.” 

Now,  in  order  to  treat  this  fubjea  moli 
for  your  improvement,  and  the  better  to 
guard  you  againft  the  attacks  of  this  flrong 
weapon  of  fools,  We  will  confider, 

First,  Who  they  are  that  ufe  it. 


Secondly,  Againft  what,  and  why,  they 
life  it :  And 

Thirdly,  We  will  {hew,  what  it  is  they 
ofe ;  or,  in  other  words,  what  is  the  real 
force  and  genuine  power  of  Ridicule. 

I.  Firft  then  we  are  to  confider,  “  Who 
they  are  that  make  ufe  of  Ridicule  j”  ftrongly 
characterized  by  the  facred  writer  before  us, 
under  the  appellation  of  “  Foois.”  And  if, 
indeed,  they  were  Fools  only,  in  the  ftrid 
fenfe  of  the  word,  who  made  ufe  of  it,  it 
could  never  be  w’orth  while  to  employ  a 
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moment's  thought  upon  the  fubjedd.  But  in 
the  days  of  the  wife  man,  a  religious  reve¬ 
rence  to  God  and  his  laws  was  held  in  fuch 
high  and  juft  efteem,  that  “  Wifdom”  was 
the  te^m  commonly  applied  to  Religion  ;  and 
on  the  other  hand,  Vice  and  Profanencfs 
were  ftigmatized  by  the  contemptible  name  of 
folly.  So  that,  in  the  language  of  reve¬ 
lation  (how  different  from  that  of  modern 
times  !)  religious  men  and  wife  men,  are  one 
and  the  fame  *  ,  and  by  fools  are  meant 
not  thofe  to  whom  nature  hath  denied  an 
extennve  reach  of  underfdanding ;  but  thofe 
whom  their  own  corrupt  wills  and  inclina¬ 
tions  have  deprived  of  juft  thinking  and 
adding.  By  fools,  therefore,  in  the  text,  are 
meant  u  The  wicked  and  irreligious f  ’  men 
of  corrupt  principles  and  pradlice  :  Such  as 
thofe  marked  out  by  the  apoftle ;  who, 
<c  giving  themfelves  up  to  all  kinds  of  vice 
and  lafcivioufnefs,  think  it  ftrans;e  that  others 
run  not  with  them  to  the  fame  excefs  of  riot, 
and  therefore  fpeak  evil  of  them  fT 

*  See  Clark’s  Sermons,  vol.  2.  Ser.  7. 

■f  See  1  Pet.  iv.  5.  2nd  StillingfleeCs  Sermon  on  the 
Felly  of  mocking  at  P^eligicn. 
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Now  it  is  certainlywell  worth  a  ferious  man’s 
while  to  inquire,  how  far  it  becomes  him  to 
be  influenc’d  by  any  thing  which  men  of  this 
chara£hr  ca’n  urge  or  advance.  Whatever 
irrational  enthufiafts  may  fay  it  is  an  un- 
queftionable  truth,  “  That  a  defire  to  Rand 
fair  in  the  good  opinion  of  our  fellow-crea¬ 
tures  is  a  principle  engrafted  in  our  nature; 
in  many  refpedts  beneficial  to  ourfelves  and 
others.”  And  though  it  is  equally  unqueflion- 
able,  that  every  hope  and  defire  hereof,  is  to 
be  given  up,  if  at  any  time  it  comes  in  com¬ 
petition  with  the  favour  of  God,  whom  it  is 
a  firft  maxim  of  Chriflian  truth,  that  we  arc 
to  pleafe  and  obey,  rather  than  men  ;  yet, 
fecond  to  this  important  maxim,  we  can 
never  too  carefully  cultivate  the  efleem  and 
love  of  thofe,  with  whom  we  are  by  any 

means  connected  in  focietv. 

* 

But,  if  thofe  with  whom  we  are  con  needed, 
not  only  break  that  flrfl:  obligation  to  God 
themfelves,  but  are  defirous  that  we  fhould 
do  the  fame  ;  if  they  not  only  run  the  greatefl 
lengths  of  riot,  but  ufe  every  method  of 

*  See  Wefiey’s  firft  journal* 
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feduction  to  allure  us  to  the  like  deftrufliVe 
courfe ;  we  are  certainly  bound,  not  only 
to  give  up  the  defire  of  pleafing,  but  to 
oppofe  ourfelves  as  much  as  may  be,  to 
their  vicious  examples  and  arguments.  For 
no  man  can  have  any  claim  to  our  edeem, 
mucn  lefs  can  he  met  it  our  imitation,  who, 
void  of  thofe  principles  which  lead  to  prefen t 
and  to  future  bappinefs,  would  fhamefully 
incite  us  to  make  fh  ip  wreck  of  both.  There 
is  an  attraction  in  virtue  and  goodnefs, 
which  (feparate  from  all  private  confider- 
ations)  always  draws  to  itfelf  the  mind’s 
edeem  ;  as  is  plainly  proved,  by  the  gene¬ 
ral  attachment  to  thofe  characters,  in  the 
mod;  didant  ages  and  remoted  countries,  who 
have  made  themfelves  immortal  in  the  memo¬ 
ries  of  men,  by  their  virtuous  and  upright 
deeds.  And  this  arifes,  not  only  from  the 
univerfal  idea  of  the  beauty  and  lovelinefs  of 
virtue  ;  but  from  the  opinion  we  have,  that 
fuch  virtue  is  the  fruit  of  a  juft  difcernment, 
while  it  is  always  productive  of  happy  confe- 
qucnces  to  thofe  within  the  reach  of  its  exer¬ 
tion.  Juft  for  the  contrary  reafons,  vicious 
characters,  equally  indifferent  to  us  as  to 
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their  good  or  evil,  are  efteem’d  odious  and 
abominable  by  us  :  We  know  them  evil  ;  we 
think  them  weak:  We  are  affur’d- that  their 
bad  practices  v/ere  injurious  and  offenfive. 

Now  upon  the  foundation  of  this  reafoning, 

and  thefe  feelings  of  our  nature,  we  may  furely- 

learn  to  fcorn  and  defpife  all  the  mockery  and 

ridicule  of  vicious  and  irreligious  characters 

among;ft  ourfelves.  The  love  and  efteem  of 

fuch  characters  can  never  be  defired  ;  for  it 

would  necellarily  imply  a  fimilarity  of  difpofi- 

tion  and  manners  :  And  the  contemnt  or  abule 

* 

of  fuch  characters  can  never  be  important,  be- 
caufe  it  is  certain  they  have  not,  they  cannot 
have  any  juft  idea  or  eftimate  of  things  ;  they 
cannot  have  liberal  or  enlarged  minds  ; — They 
cannot  have  that,  which  alone  can  make 
human  applaufe  of  real  weight  and  life  ;  they 
cannot  have  an  eftimation  for  our  religion  and 
our  virtue,  or  an  extended  view  to  that  true 
glory,  which  all  the  lovers  of  God  are  feeking 
for,  as  the  objedl  of  their  fir  ft  and  grand  purfuit. 

Like  will  ever  follow  like  :  And  if  you  are 
convinced  that  a  regard  to  God  and  his  laws, 
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that  (ruth,  virtue,  holinefs,  are  right  and 
good  ;  the  infallible  teds  of  a  found  mind, 
and  well  informed  undemanding  ;  that,  in 
Ihort,  this  is  the  only  vvifdom  — You  muft  not 
be  at  all  furprized,  that  they  who  purfue 
a  plan  diametrically  oppofite,  will  charge  you 
with  abfurdity  and  folly ;  for  fools  of  this 
ftamp,  are  always  extremely  “  wife  in  their 
own  conceit.”  You  mud  not  wonder,  that, 
incapable  through  their  ignorance,  and  de¬ 
ficiency  in  true  wifdom,  to  reafon  and  to 
argue,  they  {hoot  the  bolt  of  folly;  and 
apply  to  that  mockery  and  Ridicule,  which  is 
the  grand  fuccedaneum  in  little  minds,  to  the 

want  of  .true  difeernment  and  rational  aro-u- 

© 

mentation. 

Nor,  in  thiswiew,  will  you  ever  be  moved  ; 
as  perfedily  fatisfied,  that  good  fenfe  and 
right  difeernment  are,  and  mud  be,  the  pre¬ 
rogative  of  thofe  minds  only,  who  (purifying 
themfel ves  from  all  the  grofs  and  incumbering- 
fogs  of  impiety  and  vice)  fee  amidft  the 
brightnefs  of  all- irradiating:,  divine  light,  the 
path  in  which  they  fhould  go,  and  the  end  of 
the  journey  at  which  they  fliouid  aim.  The 
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efteem  and  approbation  of  men  like  thefe, 
is  juft  as  valuable  and  important;  (a  kind  of 
foretafte  and  anticipation  of  His  efteem,  whofe 
judgment  is  unclouded  brightnefs,  no  lefs 
than  crowning  happinefs)  their  efteem  is  juft 
as  valuable,  as  the  fcorn  and  ridicule  of  the 
vicious  and  profane  is  defpicable,  and  every 
way  unworthy  a  wife  man’s  thought  and 
attention. 

Ii.  But  we  {hall  fee  this  more  fully,  by 
conftdering,  in  the  Second  place,  “  What  it 
is,  that  men  of  this  chara&er  ridicule.” 

The  facred  writer  before  us  calls  it  by  the 
general  name  of  Sin  :  Bv  which  vve  mav  well 
underftand  ii  Vice  in  general,  with  all  its 
circumftances  :”  As  if  the  wife  man  had  faid, 
ic  Foolifti  and  impious  men  treat  of  vice,  with 
all  its  odious  and  deftrudtive  confequences,  in 
a  light  and  mocking  manner  ;  ridiculing  every 
thing  ferious  and  facred,  and  fpeaking  of  their 
vicious  and  abominable  ways  with  levity  and 
laughter.”  And  experience  does  but  too 
much  confirm  the  truth  of  the  obfervation. 
Go  out  into  the  world,  and  you  will  find  this 
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the  precife  and  diftindl  character  of  the  pro¬ 
fane  and  irreligious,  They  ridicule  things  the 
moft  facred  ;  they  treat  with  levity  things  the 
moft  lerious.  A  religious  man  becomes  the 
object  of  their  fport  and  mockery  ;  not  becaufe 
they  have  entered  into  the  nature  of  his  princi¬ 
ples,  or  can  prove  them  weak,  erroneous  and 
delufive;  but  becaufe  thofe  principles  are  in  im¬ 
mediate  contradiction  to  their  own,  and  throw 
a  living  and  irrefiftible  reproach  on  their  minds 
and  their  manners.  Hence  they  dare  to  call 
a  confcientious  fear  and  regard  to  the  deity, 
by  the  name  of  Cowardice  and  pufillanimity  ^ 
a  ftridt  and  necefiary  attention  to  the  creat 

-  c 

pofitive  duties  of  religion,  they  are  bold 
enough,  in  their  mad  mockery,  to  brand  with 
the  hateful  name  of  Hypocrify  :  While  an 
attachment  to  the  moral  duties,  and  a  ftudi- 
ous  care  to  avoid  all  impropriety,  indecency, 
and  excefs,  is  ftigmatised  with  the  fcornful 
terms  of  Morofenefs,  feverity,  and  uniociable- 
nefs — Reproaches  theie,  which  are  of  all 
others  felt  moft  fharply  by  the  human  mind. 
And  from  hence  it  is,  perhaps,  (amongft 
other  reafons)  that  the  force  of  Ridicule  is 
found  to  be  fo  ftrong;  infomuch  that  the 
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human  mind,  in  various  inftances,  better 
fupports  perfecution  and  punifhment,  and  all 
the  pains  and  torments  of  the  body,  than  the 
pointed  fliafts  of  keen  and  well-diredled 
Ridicule*.  Coward,  Hypocrite,  Unfociable, 
are  terms,  reflecting  upon  that  part  of  our 

character  which  we  hold  mod  dear,  and 
from  which  we  expedt  the  highefb  efteem 
amongfl  our  feilow-creatures,  and  the  trueft 
fatisfadfion  to  ourfelves  ;  and  therefore,  to  be¬ 
come,  by  the  brand  of  thefe  difgufting  ap¬ 
pellations,  objedls  for  the  flow  and  moving 
finger  of  contempt,  is  frequently  more  than 
minds  not  endued  with  the  greatef!  Chriftian 
fortitude,  can  fupport.  But,  as  we  have 
{hewn  that  the  objedis  who  throw  this 
Ridicule,  are  on  every  account  beneath  our 
regard,  and  can  never  move  a  refledfing  man  ; 
let  us  a  little  develope  the  charges  here 
brought,  and  fee  whether  they  are  more  de¬ 
fer  v  in  g  that  regard. 

(1.)  You  are  called  f(  A  coward,”  becaufe 
you  fear  God.  Now,  this  is  fo  far  from 

*  Perfecution  and  Hatred  have  Pity  annexed  to  them  s 
None  is  annexed  to  Ridicule  and  Contempt. 

8  *  . 
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being  a  true  charge,  that  the  only  man  of 
true  courage  is  he  who  does  fear  God.  For 
courage  is  not  the  bare  infenfibility  of  danger, 
or  the  brutal  effort  of  ferocity  and  incon- 
fideration.  Were  this  the  cafe,  lions  and 
tigers  would  deprive  the  lefs  furious  animal 
man  of  all  applaufe  from  this  virtue.  True 
courage  is  “  the  calm  and  fettled  refolution 
of  a  virtuous  mind  ;  wife  to  forefee,  cautious 
to  prevent,  firm  to  encounter  dangers,  and 
ready  in  all  events,  to  acknowledge  and  fub- 
mit  to  him,  who  is  the  Lord  God  Almighty 
Who,  with  one  volition  can  crufh  into 
atoms  the  whole  fyflem  of  created  nature, 
and  before  whom  worlds  are  but  as  the  fly 
that  wantons  in  the  fummer’s  beam. 

And  can  it  be  Courage,  with  blind  and 
brutal  madnefs  to  oppofe  ourfelves  to  a  God 
thus  irrefiflibie  in  power  and  glory  ?  Can  it  be 
courage,  by  the  moft  atrocious  violation  of 
his  1  aws,  to  dare  his  juftice,  and  arm  his 
terrible  vengeance  againft  us  ?  Can  it  be 
courage,  to  oppofe  our  feeble  {Length  to  bis 
thundering  right  hand,  or  to  make  Him  our 
implacable  Foe,  who  would  exert  his  fove- 
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reign  majefty,  to  clothe  us  as  his  Friends, 

with  righteoufnefs  and  honor? - Yet,  this 

is  the  courage,  which  the  hardy  veterans  cf 
impiety  boaft.  O  my  young  friends  !  Let 
them  triumph  in  fuch  daring  deeds  of  de¬ 
ft  rudiion  :  May  it  be  Your’s,  for  ever  to  be 
cowards  in  fuch  a  caufe !  Bold,  and  un¬ 
daunted  as  lions  in  the  caufe  of  truth  and 
of  virtue  (the  fhield  of  Omnipotence  ftretch’d 
over  your  heads;)  may  you  ftirink  with  the 
ir.oft  trembling  timidity  from  the  perpetration 
of  all  thofe  actions,  which  difgrace  the  man* 
and  dare  his  maker  !  may  you,  like  the 
virtuous  Patriarch  of  old,  never  be  afraid  to 
throw  it  in  the  face  of  V ice  it  felf,  cc  Flow  can 
I  do  this  great  wickednefs,  and  fin  againfl 
God  !  ” 

Fear  is  well  defined  by  the  preacher,  “  A 
betray  ins:  of  the  fuccours,  which  reafon 
offereth  And  if  fo,  there  can  be  no  fuch 
cowards  as  thofe,  who,  in  contempt  of  the 
fuccours  which  true  reafon  fupp'ies,  rufn 
headlong  to  the  performance  of  deeds,  whole 
fure  end  is  deftrudtion.  There  can  be  no 
men  fo  truly  courageous  as  thofe,  who  fear 


only  where  reafon  withholds  her  fucccurs* 
and  who  never  fear  where  that  reafon  gives 

the  commanding  word,  44  Be  bold,  and  fear 
God  P 


(2.)  But  the  vicious  attach  religious  men, 
not  of  cowardice  only,  but  of  44  Hypocrify 
a  neavy  cnarge,  it  muff  be  allowed  !  were  it 
urg  d  with  truth,  and  could  it  be  proved  with 
certainty  :  For,  as  no  vice  is  more  juftly 
odious  both  to  God  and  man,  than  hypo- 
erify  5  fo  they,  who  truly  incur  the  cenfure 
of  it,  merit  the  utmoft  contempt,  not  of  the 
vicious  only,  but  of  the  virtuous  alfo ;  nay, 
of  virtue  and  religion  itfelf,  upon  whofe 
caufe,  in  general,  they  bring  a  reproach  and 
fcandal.  However,  it  fhould  be  obferved, 
that  while  ferious  and  pious  perfons  are  ever 
liable  to  this  imputation,  and  are  marked  with 
this  title  by  the  vicious  and  profane,  there  is, 
and  there  ever  will  be,  an  eternal  and  im¬ 
mutable  difference  between  real  and  diHem- 
bled  piety  :  And  though  they  may  and  muff 
agree  in  many  particulars,  yet  the  parting 
point  between  them  is  no  lefs  clear  and 
determined,  than  it  is,  for  the  moft  part,  the 
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*>bje&  of  no  human  difcernment.  The  truth 
and  fincerity  of  a  man’s  religion  and  virtue, 
is  to  be  eftimated  by  the  principle  which 
a&uates  his  mind;  by  the  uprightnefs  and 
integrity  of  his  intention;  of  which  the 
great  Judge  of  hearts  only  can  be  the  ade¬ 
quate  witnefs :  And  therefore,  where  ap¬ 
pearances,  in  any  man’s  condudf,  are  on  the 
fide  of  virtue,  it  betrays  net  only  the  greateft 
want  of  charity,  but  the  height  of  impiety, 
to  arreft  the  judgment  of  God,  and  fit  in 
fevere  trial  upon  that  Intention,  of  which 
the  great  God  alone  can  determine.  ’Tis 
true,  there  is  a  confiftency  in  undifiembled 
piety  and  religion,  which  will  fhew  itfelf  in 
the  general  tenour  of  a  man’s  life  and  con- 
dud t:  But,  fo  frail  is  human  nature,  fo 
many  are  the  infirmities  of  the  beft  of  men,  fo 
mix’d  are  human  characters;  and,  in  confe¬ 
rence,  of  fo  doubtful  a  fort  are  many  adlions  ; 
that  to  a  perverfe  and  malignant  temper  (ever 
difpofed  to  fee  things  in  the  worft  light)  in- 
finuations  and  reflections,  with  a  feemly 
appearance  *,  may  be  thrown  out,  to  afperfe 

*  “  Juft  hint  a  fault,  and  hefitate  diflike,”  See,  See  ths 
character  of  Atticus,  in  Pope’s  Epiftles, 
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even  the  worthieft  men.  Again#  thefe 
there  is  no  poflibility  of  guarding ;  and  con- 
lequently  they  require  no  other  notice,  than 
to  make  us  ftill  more  heedful  to  preferve  the 
uniformity  of  our  conduct.  But,  for  the 
general  reproaches  which  the  vicious  and  the 
giddy  caft  upon  you,  my  young  friends  !  as 
hypocrites  and  difiemblers,  becaufe  you  are 
confcientious  obfervers  of  the  great  duties 
injoined  by  your  religion  ;  becaufe  you  dare 
not  profane  the  fabbath,  or  negledl  your 
attendance  at  the  holy  table  ;  becaufe  you  are 
not  ailiamed  to  read  your  bibles,  nor  dare  to 
begin  or  end  the  day,  without  a  folemn  de¬ 
votion  of  yourfelves  to  the  God  9/  your  life  : 
For  fuch  general  reproaches,  caft  upon  ycu 
for  thefe  and  the  like  reafons, — fatisfied  of 
the  propriety,  the  indifpenfable  neceftitv  of 
thefe  things,  you  will  never  be  moved  ; 
you  will  never  be  fhaken  from  your  hedfaft- 
nefs  j  nor  fufFer  a  loud  laugh,  or  a  ridiculous 
jeft  to  break  oft  the  regular  and  unwearied 
practice  of  duties,  whofe  infallible  iiTue  is 
the  approbation  of  conference  and  orGcd* 
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On  the  contrary,  ftimulated  by  farcafms 
of  this  kind  to  a  more  diligent  inveftigation 
-  of  your  principles  and  pra&ice;  you  will 
labour,  under  God’s  grace,  to  amend  what¬ 
ever  may  but  feem  deficient  in  your  behaviour 
to  improve  in  every  good  word  and  work; 
and  with  the  moft  minute  attention  to  pre- 
ferve,  as  much  as  poffible,  a  confiflency  of  life 
and  manners :  That  fo  the  enemy  may  have 
nothing  juftly  to  revile;  and  that  you,  from 
thele  “  trials  of  cruel  mocking,”  may  become 
more  firm  and  rooted,  like  the  oak,  which 

firikes  deeper,  the  more  it  is  fliaken  by  winds 
and  ftorms. 

( 3* )  if  neither  the  charges  of  Coward ics 

or  Hypocrify  can  affect  you,  alas,  my  young 
friends,  how  I  tremble  for  the  third  !  more 
powerful  than  each,  and  more  to  be  dreaded 
than  them  both.  The  feoffers  will  hold  you 
forth,  with  all  the  levity  of  ridiculous  merri¬ 
ment,  asa  dull,  morofe,  “  Unfociable  wretch 
fit  omy  for  the  gloom  of  a  Convent ;  or,  as 
they  will  tell  you,  the  mad  fociety  of  your 
brethren  of  the  Tabernacle  1  I  feel  the  un- 
p leafing  effe&  which  a  charge  like  this  will 
Vo i..  if.  e 
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have  upon  ,an  ingenuous  mind,  difpofed  to 
receive,  and;  to  communicate  fatisfa£tion.f 
fond  of,  perhaps,  and  defirous  to  (hare  that 
high  and  rational  enjoyment,  the  intercom¬ 
munity  of  pleafmg  and  agreeable  fociety* 
But,  high  and  rational  as  is  that  enjoyment, 
agreeable  as  are  the  pleafures  of  that  fociety, 
they  may  be  bought  too  dear  ;  and  therefore, 
it  much  concerns  you,  to  eftimate  in  this 
cafe  the  gain  and  the  lofs.  If  you  converfe 
with  the  vicious,  you  muft  converfe  with 
them  upon  their  own  terms  :  -Be  allur’d,  the 
notion  of  their  complying  with  your’s,  is 
romantic  and  abfurd.  And  if  you  retain  your 
principles  of  piety  and  virtue,  they  will 
never  reft  themfelves,  nor  let  you  reft ;  till, 
having  plied  the  whole  battery  of  Ridicule, 
-they  have  level’d  to  the  ground  all  that  fair 
ftru6ture  of  innocence  and  truth,  which  ten¬ 
der  parents  and  good  education  have  eredted 
with  fo  much  folicitude  and  care  ! 

“  What  then,”  (you  will  aik  me)  “  is  to 
he  done  in  this  cale  ? — It  is  an  obfervation 
not  grounded  on  cenfure,  but  alas  !  on  too 
general  and  palpable  obCervation,  that  irre- 
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figion  and  impiety  prevail  over  goodnefs  and 
virtue  in  the  world  ;  that  if  we  Jive  in  it,  we 
mull  converfe  with  perfons  of  the  former  cha¬ 
racter :  How  then  Ihall  we  a&?  How  fhall 
a  young  man  fo  direft  his  ways,  as  to  pre- 
ferve  at  once  his  virtue,  and,  what  feems  fo 
’eflentially  neceflary  to  his  comfort  and  well¬ 
being  in  life,— the  love  and  efteem  of 
mankind 

There  are  two  or  three  things  indifpen- 
fably  requifite  to  thefe  important  ends.  I 
would  particularly  recommend  great  Prudence, 
great  Firmnefs,  winning  and  condefcending 
Mildnefs ;  and  efpecially  an  attachment  to  the 
Company  of  the  virtuous  and  the  good.  On 
this  laft  head,  I  fhall  fay  the  lefs,  as  having 
treated  of  it  in  a  foregoing  Sermon  :  I  cannot 
however  help  juft  obferving,  that  though  the 
world,  ’tis  true,  be  bad  and  depraved  enough, 
there  are*  thank  God  !  numbers  yet  remain¬ 
ing,  who  have  a  juft  fenfe  of  themfelves  and 
-their  duty.  Perfons  of  this  charadter,  in  a  due 
confideration  of  their  common  enemies,  and  ; 
common  intereft,  (hould  aflociate  together  5 
And  if  you,  nay  young  hearers,  fenfible  pf 
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the  excellence  of  a  virtuous  and  religious 
courfe,  would  endeavour  to  ftrengthen  each 
other,  and  to  unite  iti  friendfhips  upon  the 
footing  of  religion,  you  would  find  the  joys 
©£  fuch  friendfhips  equalled  by  nothing  hut 
the  utility  of  them.  You  would  find  that 
*c  as  iron  iharpeneth  iron,  fo  a  man  fharpen- 
eth  the  countenance  of  his  friend.”  You 
would  find  fuch  friendfhips  the  delight  of 
your  private  hours,  the  fupport  and  folace  of 
your  public  labours  :  You  would  find  them 
(next  to  the  religion  you  profefs)  the  moft 
fubfiantial  barrier  againfl  the  Ridicule  of 
fools.  For  moft  true  is  that  declaration  of 
David,  that  our  lives  and  manners  are  ever 
tin&ured  by  thofe  with  whom  we  converfe : 
«i  With  the  holy,  thou  {halt  be  holy;  with  a 
perfedl  man,  thou  (halt  be  perfect :  With  the 
'  clean,  thou  (halt  be  clean*  and  with  the 
froward,  thou  {halt  learn  frovvardnefs  */’ 

f  O  ,  5  .  , ,  1r.[i  c  ^  .  ^  A f 

•  w  y  %j  .  •  #  ’iiD  >  ...  .  t  ■  J *  *  Ji 

However,  to  efcape  the  contagion  of  the 
froward,  much  prudence  and  caution  will  be 
neceffitry.  The  religion  of  Chrift  is  tin- 
queft  ion  ably  a  focial  religion;  defigned  for 

•  P fait,  xv ill.  1 5-.  26, 
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the  world,  and  calling  forth  its '  p'rofeflors  to 
the  exertion  of  all  moral  and  relative  duties  : 
You  muft  not  therefore  think  that  any  thing 
can  exempt  you  from  the  difcharge  of  thefe; 
or  that  religious  duties  are  of  fach  obligation, 
as  to  allow  or  countenance  a  negledf  of  them. 
God,  in  his  great  goodnefs,  hath  fo  con- 
fhtuted  cur  nature  and  our  duty,  that  reli¬ 
gion  and  morality  are  interwoven  together 
in  fucn  a  manner,  as  to  be  periedlly  indif- 
foluble,  and  as  fuch,  we  may  be  fure,  per- 
fedly  confident.  Here,  then,  will  be  a  great 
cxercife  tor  your  Prudence.to  demonffrate  that 
you  thus  confider  them  5  never  differing  them 
fo  to  interfere,  as  to  clafli  with  each  other  ; 
but,  with  the  utmoft  circumfpedtion,  fo 
honouring  God,  as  to  fhew  that  you  love 
and  honour  your  fellow-creatures,  and  fo 
loving  your  fellow-creatures,  as  to  fhew  that 
the  great  principle  of  that  affe&ion  is  the 
knowledge,  that  we  all  have  one  God  and 
father,  one  Saviour,  and  one  hope. 

But,  while  you  walk  with  this  Prudence 
and  circumipedtion,  you  muft  take  efpecial 
heed,  that  it  deviate  not  into  worldly  com-* 
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pliance  and  cunning.  Wife  to  diicern  wfra? 
is  beft5  and  willing  to  comply,  far  as  con¬ 
fluence  will  permit ;  you  tnuft  at  the  fame  time 
maintain  the  utmofl:  Firmnefs,  and  the  moft 
\mfhaken  attachment  to  thofe  religious  and 
virtuous  principles,  which  you  have  imbibed, 
and  made,  upon  good  reafon,  the  dandard  of 
your  conduct  Thefe  are  never  to  be  given  up* 
let  what  will  befall  you :  They  are  the  very 
anchor  of  your  hope,  and  if  once  you  let  that 
anchor  flip*  your  veiTel  will  drive  at  the  mercy 
©f  all  the  oppofing  winds  and  waves,  and 
mod  probably  ere  long  be  ingulph  d  in  the 
quickTands  of  irreligion  and  felly,  or  fplit  on 
the  rocks  of  vice. 

Be  firm,  therefore,  and  ftedfaft  to  the  truth  : 
and  to  break  (if  I  may  fo  lay)  in  fome  mea- 
fure  the  feverity  of  this  unrelenting  principle, 
fhew  in  every  other  branch  of  ycur  be¬ 
haviour,  2n  engaging  Mddnefs  and  condefcen- 
don.  Chridian  humility,  while  it  will  never 
fuffer  you  to  grovel  and  be  abjedf,  will  lead 
you  to  the  trued  pohtenefs  of  behaviour  j  in- 
ftrudting  you  to  become,  far  as  may  be,  all 
things  to  all  men  $  while  Chridian  love,  that 
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other  great  principle  of  a  pi eafrng  conduct, 
will  incite  you  to  a  zealous,,  active  readineis 
in  the  fervice  of  your  fellow-creatures  ;  and 
both  will  tend  to  introduce  fuch  kind  of 
manners,  as,  if  there  be  any  juftice  in  men, 
will  conciliate  their  favour  and  efleem  ; — cer¬ 
tainly  wiil  conciliate  the  favour  and  efteem  of 
the  refledfing  part  of  mankind,  and  make' 
fools  and  knaves  themfelves  (whatever  they 
may  fay)  reverence  you  in  their  inmoil:  minds  ; 
and  by  approving  Your  conduct,  condemn 
their  own  hmple  and  pernicious  ways.  How¬ 
ever,  it  matters  little  whether  they  flaa.ll, 
approve  or  condemn  :  Yhus  fecure  of  the, 
applaufe  of  God,  and  of  your  own  con- 
fcience,  and  happily  perfevering  in  fo  pru¬ 
dent,  firm,  and  engaging  a  condudt,  you  will 
alTuredly  find  the  end  to  be  the  perfefl  peace 
or  that  confcience,  and  the  high  reward  of  that 
'jod,  who  hath  pleafure  in  the  profperity  of 
his  fervants.  , . 

'  V  ,•]■■■  .  ^  V  ; 

•  Thus  I  have  fhewn  you,  Who  they  are 
that  R  dicule,  namely  Fools,  men  of  pro¬ 
fane  and  vicious  principles  ;  and  What  it  is 
they  ridicule,  namely,  every  thing  ferious 
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and  fa c red.  I  fliould  now  proceed  to  the 
third  head  *  ajid  confiJer  the  force  of  Ridicule 
itfelf :  But  this  mud  be  omitted  to  the  next 

O  •  'V:-  1U 

oermon. 


A  I 


3  >1  3 


SERMON  IX. 

On  Ridicule, 


PART  II. 

PROVERBS  xiv,  9. 

■fcools  make  a  mock  at  Sin, 

l 

TIeCAUSE  Ridicule  is  found  to  be  fo 
frequent  amongft  the  vicious  and  pro¬ 
fane,  and  becaufe  its  influence  is  often  mo  ft 
fatal  to  young  and  unexperienc’d  minds  ;  I 
have  determined  to  examine  the  real  ftate  of 
the  argument,  and  to  fhew  66  what  Force  this 
boahed  engine  of  the  light  and  irreligious 
ought  to  have  upon  the  mind.”  To  this 
end,  I  propofed  Firft  to  confider  the  character 
of  thofe  who  ufe  it, — ftrongly  expreffed  by 
the  wife  King  in  the  text,  under  the  appella¬ 
tion  of  Fools ;  that  is,  “  Men  devoid  of  reli¬ 
gious  wjfdom  Fools  in  principle  and  prac¬ 
tice;  profane  and  vicious.  Thefe  men  (as  one 
wouia  expedd)  make  religion,  and  itsprofeflors, 
the  objedf  of  their  Ridicule;  which  was  the 
Second  thing  intended  to  be  (hewn,  and  fhewn 


S  E  R  M  O  N  IX. 

at  !arg;e  in  the  laft  difcourfe.  Thefe  two 
confiderations,  of  the  Men,  who  make  ufe  of 
Ridicule,  and  of  the  important  Object  which 
they  ridicule,  one  would  think  fhouid  be 
intirely  fufficient  to  ftrengthen  us  againft 
all  the  artillery  of  their  light  and  abfurd 
mockery  ;  for  furely,  in  every  argument,  and 
in  every  invedigation,  the  charadter  of  the 
opponent,  and  the  caufes  of  his  oppofition,. 
ought  to  have  no  inconhderable  weight. 

III.  However,  we  do  not  intend  to  reft  the 
matter  here  ;  but  will  proceed,  in  the  Third 
place,  to  take  a  nearer  view  of  the  topic  in 
queftion  ;  that  we  may  difccver  66  what  is 
the  real  force,  and  genuine  power  of  Ridi¬ 
cule  ;  and  confequently,  what  is  the  weight 
which  it  ought  to  have,,  in  any  queftion  of 
importance.’* 


i: 


Now,  with  refpedt  to  Ridicule,  it  has 
been  urged,  46  That  it  is  the  alone  teft  o* 
tmth  :  That  whatever  will  not  bear  its  poig¬ 
nant  and  fearching  trial,  muft  of  neceftity 
give  up  all  claim  to  our  regard,  and  ought  to 
be  treated  as  falfe  and  contemptible.”  Hut  I 
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apprehend,  this  is  fo  far  from  being  the  real 
date  of  the  cafe,  that  it  may  be  pronounc’d 
with  the  cleared  certainty,  that  Ridicule 
never  is,  never  can  be  the  tell  of  truth  ;  that, 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  commonly  the  dronged 
indrument  of  ignorance  and  error ;  and  may, 
indeed  be  applied  on  either  fide  of  the  ques¬ 
tion,  according  to  the  dexterous  management 
of  him  who  (hall  think  fit  to  ufe  it. 

(1.)  Ridicule,  in  the  firft  place,  «  can 
never  be  the  ted  of  truth.”  There  are  but 
three  ways,  by  which  we  attain  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  truth  of  any  kind  :  The  fitd,  the 
tedimony  of  our  fenfes ;  the  fecond,  de- 
mondration  >  the  third,  hidorical  evidence. 
Now,  it  is  palpable  that  Ridicule  can  in  no 
fingie  refpect  affedl  truth,  acquired  by  any 
of  thefe  means:  We  can  never  be  laughed 
out  of  what  we  have  feen  and  heard  our- 
felves  ;  all  the  Ridicule  in  the  world  will  be 
pointed  in  vain,  to  perfuade  us,  that  we 
did  not  fee  what  our  own  eyes  beheld, 
or  did  not  hear  what  our  own  ears  brought 
to  our  attention.  With  refpedf  to  Demon- 
dration,  the  force  of  Ridicule  is  no  lefs  in- 
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efficacious  :  Another  and  a  far  different  power 
of  the  human  mind  here  alone  can  give  us 
fatisfadtion.  It  is  by  the  flow  and  ferious 
operations  of  reafon  only,  that  we  compare, 
connect,  deduce,  and  take  all  thofe  fteps, 
which  lead  to  a  complete  fatisfadtion  of  the 
judgment.  Nay,  fo  far  is  Ridicule  from  hav¬ 
ing  any  concern  in  the  bufinefs  of  demonflra- 

ticn,  that  demonftration  is  utterly  averfe  to 

J  * 

the  intrufion  of  this  light  and  airy  gueft; 
ferious  and  collected  as  it  is,  and  depending 
upon  the  calm,  impartial,  uninterrupted  ex¬ 
ertion  of  the  reafoning  faculties* 


if  (jv 
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Historical  truth  alfo,  utterly  difclaims 
all  connexion  with,  all  afliftance  from  Ridi- 
cule.  The  methods  which  it  purfues  are  of  a 
very  different  kind  j  the  arguments  by  which 
it  eftablifheth  its  teftimony,  are  plain  fadts, 
proved  and  confirmed  by  plain  Reason, 
which,  in  this  cafe,  as  in  every  other,  is  the 
only  judge  and  arbiter  of  truth  amongft  men. 
It  is  evident  that  we  can  arrive  at  truth  by  no 

nfilijfi  to  ;  Qfl  0H3.( t  j  '} IS W  m  u33  ] 

other  methods  than  thefe ;  and  I  have  em¬ 
ployed,  I  fear,  more  words  than  are  neceflary, 
to  (hew,  that  Ridicule  is  perfectly  infignifi- 
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cant,  with  refpe£t  to  truth,  attained  either 
by  fenl'e,  demonflration  or  teflimony.  In¬ 
deed,  as  Ridicule  is  founded  upon  precon¬ 
ceived  opinion,  or  prejudice,  upon  truth 
real  or  iuppoled ;  it  is  not  poilible,  that  it 
can  either  be  the  inveftigator,  or  the  teft  of 
truth.  For,  it  is  made  uie  of  only  by  Aden, 
who,  having  already  formed  their  own  no¬ 
tions,  labour,  in  confequence  of  fuch  notions, 
to  throw  contempt  upon  thofe  of  others,  as 
difagreeing  with,  and  different  from  their 
own.  Ridicule,  therefore,  in  this  view,  has 
not,  cannot  have  the  leaft  concern  with  the 
difcovery  or  the  trial  of  truth. 

It  may  be  fa  id,  however,  that  its  force 
is  feen  and  tried  in  the  cafe  of  moral  condudf ; 
or,  in  regard  to  the  truth  and  propriety  of 
human  actions  :  But  this,  again,  is  a  pofition 
no  lefs  falfe  than  the  former.  Our  moral 
condudl  muff  be  regulated  by  a  very  different 
rule  ;  the  truth  and  propriety  of  our  actions 
mull  be  tried  by  a  very  different  teft.  In¬ 
deed,  were  there  no  rule  of  a&ion  more 
fettled  than  the  laughter  of  mankind,  no 
teft  of  propriety  more  determined  than  the 
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Ridicule  bf  others,  it  would  be  extremely 
difficult  to  fix  any  flandard  for  adting  at  all  5 
fince  that  would  be  very  grave  and  com¬ 
mendable  conduct  at  Japan,  which  would  raife 
continual  fmiles  in  Turkey,  or  in  France. 
The  truth  is,  that  Ridicule  has  in  this  cafe 
■alfo  no  kind  of  concern.  Common  and  in¬ 
different  a&ions,  are  to  be  regulated  by  the 
cuftoms  of  the  country,  in  which  we  live; 
political  ones  by  the  laws  of  our  fociety ; 
moral  and  relative  duties  by  the  general  and 
eftablilhed  rules  of  morality,  where  there  is 
no  revelation  ;  and  where  there  is,  that  reve¬ 
lation  unqueftionably  fuperfedes  every  other 
rule,  and  is  to  be,  with  every  believer  of  that 
revelation,  the  fingle  and  foie  rule  and  teft  of 
his  life  and  manners.  If  therefore  Ridicule 
at  any  time  prefumes  to  lay  her  unequal  level 
to  thofe  matters,  we  may  difclaim  the  rule, 
as  inadequate  to  the  trial,  and  with  juftice 
appeal  to  the  law,  and  to  the  teftimony : 
And  if  our  manners,  fquared  by  thefe,  are 
found  right  and  even,  we  may,  with  a  juft 
fcorn,  negledt  every  other  pretence  to  exa* 
mmation. 
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(2.)  Hence  then  we  fee,  «c  That  Ridicule 
can  be  no  proper  teft  of  truth,  or  propriety  in 
manners,  as  we  before  faw,  that  it  could  be 
no  teft  of  the  truth  of  fad.”  We  may 
venture  to  affert  further,  u  That  it  is  the 
greateft  inftrument  of  ignorance  and  error/* 
Confider  from  whence  it  fprings,  and  fee 
bow  unlikely  it  is  to  promote  convidion  in 
the  mind.  Its  evident  and  undeniable  fource 
is  contempt :  Men  never  ufe  Ridicule  upon 
topicks  or  againft  perfons,  which  they  value 
and  efleem.  Thofe  who  deal  in  it,  having  an 
utter  contempt  for  that  againft  which  they 
employ  it;  and  fupercilioufly  fuppofing  their 
•own  knowledge  more  enlighten’d  and  en« 
larged,  therefore  attack  their  opponents  with 
this  weapon,  which  foothes  their  vanity,  at 
the  fame  time  that  it  fcreens  their  ignorance. 
For  certainly,  a  light  fall y  of  ridiculous 
■mirth,  a  pointed  repartee,  or  a  little  wild, 
unexpenfive  wit,  is  much  more  eafy  than  a 
well-conneded  chain  of  good  argumentation, 
of  right  and  ferious  reafoning.  And  hence  ic 
is,  that  the  dealers  in  this  fmall  ware,  are, 
■for  the  mod  part,  what  Solomon  charaderifes, 
•Fools;  men  of  little  minds,  and  little 
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thought ;  who,  purfuing  fchemes  far  different 
from  thofe  which  truth  and  reafon  recom¬ 
mend,  have  neither  defire  or  leifure  to  culti¬ 
vate  and  improve  the  powers  of  an  enlarged 
underftanding  ,  and  being  thus  of  contracted 
rninds,  abound  in  the  ufe  of  Ridicule  :  For  it 
is  an  aphorifm  of  eftablifh’d,  authority,  that 
the  molt  ignorant  are  always  the  molt  con¬ 
temptuous. 


And  as  the  purfuits  of  men  of  this  charac¬ 
ter  are  in  every  view  prejudicial  to  the  en¬ 
largement  of  the  mind  ;  fo  does  that  Ridi¬ 
cule,  in  the  ufe  of  which  they  are  fo  free, 
well  aiTort  with  their  purfuits  to  prejudice 
i'uch  enlargement.  For  nothing  more  in¬ 
capacitates  the  mind  for  right  and  feiious 
inquiry,  than  the  indulgence  of  it  in  vain  and 
trifling  levity  y  than  the  accuftoming  it,  in 
degradation  of  its  highefl:  prerogative  Reafon, 
to  fubflitute  in  the  (lead  of  that  Reafon,  fro¬ 
thy  laughter,  and  inconfiderate  jelling.  In¬ 
deed,  it  is  an  obfervation  no  lefs  true  than 
common,  that  not  to  the  improvement  of  the 
intelleft  only,  but  to  all  mental  and  moral 
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improvement,  the  ftrongeft  poffible  impedi- 
ments  ..re  levity  and  inconfidcration. 

Thus  Ridicule  is  not  only  the  inftrument 
but  the  fource  of  Ignorance  •  and,  as  proceed¬ 
ing  from  Contempt,  ill  adapted  indeed  to 
convince  and  perfuade  men  of  the  truth  - 
For  we  fhall  be  but  little  inclin’d  to  embrace 
their  opinions,  who  Ihew  a  fovereign  con¬ 
tempt  for  ours,  and  who  give  an  edge  to 
that  contempt,  by  the  raillery  wherfewith 
they  treat  us.  Such  a  mode  of  proceeding,  it 
muft  De  acknowledged,  is  much  more  likely 
to  infpire  mutual  hatred  than  mutual  charity  ; 
and  confequently,  though  it  may  tend  'to’ 
render  us  ridiculous  in  the  fight  of  thofe  with 
whom  we  converfe,  and  fufficiently  uneafv 
and  diftatisfied  ;  yet,  it  can  never  tend  to 

pour  rational  convidion  into  the  refiedW 
mind,  ° 

Hence  then.,  I  think  we  may  clearly  fee, 
what  is  the  true  power  of  Ridicule  It  is 
not,  it  never  can  be  the  teft  of  truth  of  any 
md .  It  may  be,  and  frequently  is,  the 
lource  and  inftrument  of  error,  ignorance, 
VoL.  II. 
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and  mutual  hatred.  On  thefe  accounts,  it  h 
certainly  dangerous,  obnoxious,  and  defpi- 
cable,  and  therefore,  by  wife  men,  will  be 
ufed  very  fparingly  :  For,  while  thofe  above 
fuggefled  are  its  evil  effedls,  the  only  good 
ufe  which  can  be  made  of  it,  is  to  expoie 
known  and  allowed  follies ;  to  laugh  at 
a ffe (Stations ,  which  are  too  light  to  admit 
ferious  reproof  5  and  now  and  then  to  caft  a 
contempt  upon  thofe  vices,  wnich  fafhion 
hath  in  fame  meafure  placed  beyond  the 
reach  *  of  fober  and  deliberate  convidfion. 

However,  certain  it  is,  that  Ridicule  L 
much  more  fubfervient  to  the  caufe  of  falfe- 
hood,  than  of  truth  Truth,  fufficiently 
illuminated  by  her  ov/n  glory,  wants  not  the 
feeble  light  of  this  glimmering  taper  :  Falfe- 
hood,  Handing  in  need  of  all  afliftance  to 
fupport  her  caufe,  is  glad  to  call  in  the  fuc- 

*  See  Brown’s  excellent  Effays  on  the  Charafteriftics, 
p.  306.  and  the  Anecdotes,  p.  55* 

4  It  is  very  fairly  and  juflly  obferved  by  Quintilian,  that 
ct  Ridicule  is  of  great  force  in  oratory,  becaufe  it  draws  oft 
the  mind  from  attending  to  the  real  nature  of  things: 
Quia  animum  ab  intentione  rerum  frequenter  avertit,— See 

Rope’s  EBay  0*  Criticifsn* 
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cour  or  every  ally  ;  and  therefore  readily  en- 
lifts  Ridicule,  With  her  light  and  irregular 
troops,  to  fcour  the  ehemy,  and,  like"  the 
Parthians,  to  throw  their  flying  arrows  at 
random  amongft  them.  Hence  it  is,  that 
tnere  hath  been  fcarce  any  truth  fo  faered,  or 
^ny  man  fo  good,  as  to  efcape  the  fhafts  of 
Ridicme.  Even  that  immortal  Socrates, 
whom  fome  modern  friends  of  Ridicule  are  fo* 
clefirous  to  exalt,  could  not  avoid  its  en¬ 
venom’d  malice;  but,  levelled  and  traduc’d 
by  the  impure  wit  of  a  licentious  fcoffer,  he 
gave  a  ftrong  proof  indeed  what  a  teft  of 
truth  this  fame  Ridicule  is,  when  he  drank 

the  cup  of  poifon  in  confequence  of  jts 
power 


A  much  greater  than  Socrates,  prov’d  by 
every  mode  of  affliction,  did  not  efcace  the 
contemptuous  trial  of  Ridicule.  Clothed  in 
^ock  purple,  blindfolded,  fpit  upon.  He 
heard  from  the  contemptuous  fcoffers,  “  Pro- 
phefy,  thou  Chrift,  who  is  he  that  fmote 
theef”  Nay,  and  in  a  moment,  when  one 
would  have  thought  the  keeneft  malice  muft 


*  See  the  Anecdote*,  p.  ^4, 
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have  been  fatiated,  and  the  proudefl  con- 
tempt  foften’d  into  P'^  ^  *n  that  dreaa.ul 
moment,  when  He,  who  had  lived  difpen- 
Sing  bleflings,  hung  tormented  on  the  crofs , 
even  then,  infulting  Ridicule  muft  have  its 
triumph  :  “  They  that  palled  by  reviled  him, 
waging  their  heads ;  while  the  ch.ef-priefts, 
with  the  fcribes  and  elders,  mocking  him 
faid,  He  faved  others,  himfelf  he  cannot 
fave  I”— Is  not  this  a  recommendation  ot  Ki- 
dicule  to  your  practice  ?  Is  not  this^high 
proof  of  its  power  and  excellence, 
there  no  other  argument  to  urge  againft  it, 
it  would  furely  be  fufficient  to  make  every 
man  cautious  iu  the  ufe  of  it,  when  he 
reflefts,  that  its  parent  is  contempt,  a 
that  its  genuine  offspring  is  hatred,  cruehy 
and  murder.  For  thofe  who  accuftom  them- 
felves  to  that  Ridicule,  which  proceeds  from 
a  contempt  of  others,  will  unqueftionably  fo 
gradually  feed  the  felfifh,  and  deftroy  the  focial 
affections,  as  to  make  the  mind  callous  to  tn, 
latter,  while  the  former  predominate,  to  the 
utter  fubverfion  of  all  that  is  gentle  and  gene- 

rous  in  the  foul. 
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It  would  be  eafy  to  go  on,  and  fliew,  by  a 
large  detail,  how  commonly  this  inftrument 
of  vice  and  irreligion  hath  been  employed  to 
promote  their  caufe.  The  followers  of  Chrift, 
ordained  in  all  things  to  be  like  their  matter, 
have  felt  the  feverity  of  it ;  they  have  had 
trials  of  cruel  mockings,  no  lefs  than  of 
fcourgings,  of  bonds  and  imprifonment. 
<c  Many  a  brave  martyr  has  offer’d  up  his 
prayers  to  heaven,  that  he  might  be  releafed 
by  death  from  the  contempt  of  his  enemies  $ 
and,  after  being  baited  in  the  bear-fkin,  found 
a  refuge  in  the  fagot,  or  the  pitch-barrel.” 
I  he  trial  indeed,  hath  io  far  turned  out  for 
the  advantage  of  Chrittianity,  that  it  ttill 
retains  its  credit,  and  confequently  the  friends 
of  Ridicule,  if  they  are  fteady  to  their  own 
principles,  mutt  acknowledge  it’s  truth  and 
divine  authority  :  At  leatt  it  mutt  be  allow’d 
fair,  thus  to  turn  their  own  arguments  upon 
them.  We  lay  however  no  ttrefs  upon  this 
reafoning  ;  affur-’d  that  Chrittianity  hath  far 
better,  and  very  different  fupport. 

But  there  are  good  reafons,  v/hy  fome  profeff- 
'~d  unbelievers  may  choofe  to  try  our  religion 
m  this  way  :  For  while  there  is  nothing  more 
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difficult,  than  to  purfue  with  impartial  un¬ 
remitting  attention,  the  inveftigation  of  truth, 
and  the  dedu£fions  of  deep  and  thoughtful 
reafon  ;  there  is  nothing  more  eafy  than  by 
light  Jeffs,  and  ridiculous  1  urns  to  difcounte- 
nance  that  invefligation ;  to  render  the  mind 
averfe  to  it,  and  to  induce  a  trifling  and 
inconfiderate  difpofition.  It  is  on  thefe  ac¬ 
counts  that  the  enemies  of  revelation  choofe 
to  proceed  in  this  way,— a  kind  of  flying  huf- 
fars  in  the  field  of  truth,— rather  than  to  deter¬ 
mine  concerning  that  truth  by  fair  re^fon- 
ing  and  juft:  argument.  Tf  hefe  require  know¬ 
ledge  and  attention  ;  for  the  former,  nothing 
is  neceflary,  but  a  fmall  fliare  of  wit,  with 
a  lar»e  proportion  of  ignorance  and  prefump- 
tionT  Commodities,  in  which  he  *  is  found 
to  deal  very  largely,  who  has  with  an  im¬ 
piety  uitparallel’d  in  any  times,  dared  like  the 
foldiers,  the  priefts  and  feribes  amongft  the 
Jews ,  to  infult  with  his  mad  mockery  the 
crucified  Saviour,  and  almoft  every  article  of 
his  holy  faith  ;  though  he  himfelf  well  knows, 
that  all  thofe  articles  which  he  fo  infultingly 
reviles,  have  been  again  and  again  irrerra- 

orablv  defended  and  fupported  ;  ana  that,  how¬ 
to  . 

#  See  Voltaire's  4th  Vol,  of  Mifcellames. 
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ever  with  their  blefied  maftej*  they  may  be 
fcouted  and  icorned,  they  can  never  be  con¬ 
futed  or  difproved  *.! 


But,  enough,  of  fcoffers.  like  thefe  ;  un¬ 
worthy  to  be  mention’d  on  any  other  ac¬ 
count,  but  as  they  rife  up  in  proof  of  the 
truth  of  that  important  argument  which  we 
uould  afTert,  and  of  the  wife  man’s  obferva- 
tiGn  in  the  text,  that  u  Fools  make  a  mock  at 
Sin.” 


From  ail  that  has  been  faid,  you  will 
emulate,  my  young  friends,  what  weight 
this  mockery  ought  to  have  with  you  ;  and, 

*  it  is  well  obferv’d  by  a  fine  writer,  lt  That  there  can  be 
no  true  wit,  which  has  not  reafon'  for  the  foundation  of  it  s 
That  ridiculing  what  is  in  itfelf  good,  ufeful  and  venerable,* 
?;xes  a  certain  reproach  upon  him  who  attempts  it,  either 
ipon  his  underftanding  or  his  morals :  That  jelling  with 
vmngs  of  the  higheil  conference  is  folly  and  madnefs  5 
That  tis  an  eafy  matter  by  mifreprefentiag  to  make  any 
■  i.ng  appear  ridiculous :  And  confequfently,  that  this  talent 
is  as  far  from  being  a  demonftration,  that  the  perfon  who 
pofieffes  it  is  a  wir,  as  it  is  from  being  an  evidence  of  his 
good- breeding,  that  in  violation  of  all  the  rules  of  decency, 
he  banters  and  treats  with  feurrility  the  efiabliih’d  religion 
of  his  country,  and  that  for  which  ail  around  him  have  a 
value,'*  Toiler’s  Sermons,  Vol,  I,  p.  155, 
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whenever  it  is  levelled,  againft  you,  will  not 
fail  to  confider  the  charadters  of  the  perfons 
who  ufe  it  ;  againft  what  objedls,  and  for 
what  ends  they  afe  it ;  and  what  is  the  real 
force  and  genuine  power,  of  the  Ridicule 
which  they  ufe. 

(r.)  For  the  fir  ft ;  there  furely  can  be  no 
doubt,  that  the  approbation  of  the  virtuous 
and  the  good,  will  be  a  fufficient  counter¬ 
balance  to  the  Scorn  and  Ridicule  of  the 
vicious  and  profane.  We  have  before  fftewn, 
bow  little  attention  or  concern  men  of  fuch 
a  ftamp  deferve  from  you  ;  But,  infignificant 
and  ufelefs  (to  fay  no  more)  as  their  notice 
may  be  ;  valuable,  important,  and  delight¬ 
ful  is  the  friendfhip  of  the  good  :  And  you 
will  think  the  feoffs  and  contempt  of  thofe 
who  run  every  length  of  riot,  amply  repaid 
by  the  delights  of  that  friendfhip,  no  lefts 
than  by  the  many  and  ftriking  advantages 
which  you  will  derive  by  efcaping  the  fatal 
confequence  of  that  riot. 


(2.)  For  the  fecond  ;  convinc’d  that  reli¬ 
gion  and  virtue  are  of  indifpen fable  neceffity 
© 
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to  tne  prefent  and  future  happinefs  of  man  5 
you  will" find  them,  under  this  juft  prepofief- 
fion,  no  way  lefteii’d  in  your  efteem  by  the 
fcofis  of  thofe  who  are  ft  rangers  to  them 
both.  Convinc’d  that  fimh  feoffs,'  unfup- 
ported  by  reafon,  can  never  make  any  alter¬ 
ation  in  the  nature  of  thefe  things,  you  will 
ftill  remain  equally  attached  to  them,  and  to 
truth.  Men  may  be  bold,  may  be  abfurd, 
may  be  wicked  enough,  profanely  to  mock 
the  great  God  himfelf,  and  all  his  divine  and 
benevolent  difpenfations  ;  they  may  ridicule 
that  Virtue,  which  all  ages  and  people  have 
agreed  to  hold  venerable ;  the  heft  men, 
and  tne  beft  things  may  be  'as  they  have 
been)  the  objects  of  their  contemptuous 
fcorning;  But  who  fees  not  that  God  and 
virtue  are  by  no  means  changed,  or  in  any  re- 
fpeft  depreciated  by  fuch  a  treatment :  If  they 
once  were,  they  ftill  continue,  deferving  your 
ntmoft  veneration  1  And  when  you  com¬ 
pare  them,  but  for  a  moment  compare  the 
ohjedls  of  your  purfuit,  and  of  the  reviler’s 
fcorn,  with  thofe  ohje&s  and  thofe  purfuits, 
^which  they  would  recommend, '—how  muft: 
you  be  fettled,— how  firmly  muft  you  be 
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rooted  in  the  happy  choice  you  have  made  f 
For,  how  mighty  the,  difference, —  not  only 
with  refpedt  to  future  life,  but  to  our  prefent 
well-being,  between  a  rational  and  ftea.dy 
adherence  to  piety,  fobriety,  juftice  and  bene¬ 
volence  ;  and  a  wild,  lawlefs  negledt  of 
duty  to  God,  and  a  defperate  plunge  into 
the  practice  of  vice !  which  deftroys  all 
felf-^overnment,  all  internal  peace;  which 
{hatters  the  conftitution,  ruins  the  circum- 
ftances,  and  makes  the  man  not  more  the 
contempt  of  himfelf,  than  of  all  who  know 
him. 

Steadfad,  therefore,  in  your  attachment 
to  religion  and  virtue,  you  will  want  (upon 
a  comparifon  like  this)  no  motives  to  perfuade 
you  of  the  vvifdom  of  your  own  choice,  and 
of  the  daring  folly  of  fuch  men  as  are  hardy 
and  fimple  enough,  to  treat  with  Ridicule 
thofe  things  which  confeffedly  are,  and  have 
always  been  thought  by  the  wife  and  rational* 
the  bed,  the  greateft;  moff  meriting  our 
conftant  and  higheft  attention,  as  mod  in¬ 
fallibly  productive  of  our  trued  Good, 
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Nor  will  vice  lofe  any  of  its  horror  in  your 
view,  or  feem  a  whit  the  lefs  hateful  and 
deftru&ive,  when  thofe  who  dare  to  ridicule 
their  maker,  religion,  virtue  and  goodnefs,  at 
the  fame  time,  treat  with  levity  and  uncon¬ 
cern  thofe  foul  crimes  and  pernicious  pra&ires, 
to  whofe  deformity  they  have  unhappily  fami¬ 
liarized  themfelves.  It  is  one  of  the  fubtleft 
delufions  of  vice  to  cheat  its  votaries  by  faife 
and  palliating  names ;  a  cuftom,  alas  l  but  too 
prevalent :  Names,  however,  you  will  at  all 
times  remember,  can  never  alter  the  nature  of 
things ;  Murder  will  drill  be  murder;  adul¬ 
tery  will  dill  be  adultery  ;  drunkennefs  will 
dill  be  drunkennefs,  call  them  by  what  titles 
you  may,  And  though  honour  and  duels, 
gallantry  and  pleafure,  good  fellowfhip  and 
fociaoienefs,  may  be  iuhditutcd  in  the  dead 
of  juder  appellations,  truth  and  conference 
fubferibe  not  to  this  language  ;  and  God,  the 
great  judge  ol  all,  will  not  admit  it  in  his 
lad  great  court  of  awful  inquidtion. 

Suffer  not  yourfblves,  therefore^  my  young 
friends,  to  be  deeded  and  abufed  by  the  fpe- 
(cious  and  foftening  language  of  the  vicious : 
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But  remember,  that  vice,  palliated  by  what 
foftening  appellations  it  may,  remains  for 
ever  unaltered,  and  the  fame  ;  ever  alike 
odious  to  God  ;  ever  alike  oppofite  to  his 
holy  laws;  ever  alike  contrary  to  the 
terefts  and  the  happinefs  of  man. 

(3,)  All  the  Power  of  the  beft-direfted 
Ridicule  upon  earth,  is  feeble  and  ineffica¬ 
cious  to  divert  a  mind,  thus  clearly  fatisfied 
of  the  eternal  difference  between  virtue  and 
vice,  from  that  ffeady  courfe  which  truth 
and  religion  recommend  and  approve ;  and 
a  confcioulnefs  of  the  real  Force  of  Padicule, 
(the  third  thing  fpoken  of)  its  inadequacy 
to  the  difcovery  or  the  proof  of  truth,  will 
render  its  attacks  lefs  formidable  ;  while,  with 
regard  to  moral  condudf,  under  a  right  know¬ 
ledge  of  its  equal  inadequacy,  when  applied 
thereto,  you  will  boldly  contemn  its  impo- 
tent  affaults,  and  appeal  with  chearfulnefs 
to  that  foie  tell  of  moral  behaviour,  the 
gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Tell  the  fcorners, 
my  young  friends,  with  undaunted  tortitude, 
that  you  will  thankfully  acknowledge  the 
propriety  cf  their  c.  nfure,  and  the  juftice  of 
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their  mockery,  if  they  can  point  out  the  in- 
confiflency  of  your  actions  with  the  laws  of 
your  great  Mafter  :  But  with  equal  fortitude 
tell  them,  that  while  your  aCtions  are,  through 
God’s  grace,  confiftent  with  thofe  laws,  you 
can  well  bear  to  have  your  life  accounted 
madnefs  by  men  of  their  character;  as  per¬ 
fectly  affured,  that  your  end  ftiall  not  be 
without  honour  *. 

Let  me  however  caution  you,  in  this  heft 
and  nobleft  of  all  combats,  to  avoid  with  the 
utmoft  care  all  fingularity  in  conduCt  and 
behaviour,  v/hich  may  give  a  plaufible  pre¬ 
tence  for  Ridicule,  and  too  juflly  expofe  you 
to  the  mockery  of  illiberal  fcorners*  For 
though  it  is  mod  true,  that  religion,  virtue 
and  goodnefs  are  things  in  themfelves  fo 
really  excellent,  and,  confidered  in  the  ab- 
ftract,  fo  univerfally  refpeCtable,  that  it  is 
utterly  impoffible  for  Ridicule  to  fix  upon 
them  ;  yet,  as  difplayed  in  the  human  con¬ 
duct  and  character  (which  are  generally 
mixed  and  imperfeCt)  they  often  contract 
a  kind  of  peculiarity,  which  gives  their  ene- 

*  Ecclefiafticus,  v,  4. 
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mies  a  fair  occafion,  as  they  think,  to  throw 
out  their  unfeemly  fcofts.  And  unhappily, 
fuperftrtious  and  enthufiaftick  men,  hurried 
on  by  blind  and  irrational  zeal,  have  by  their 
abfurd,  and  in  many  rcfpefe  pernicious  beha¬ 
viour,  ffiven  but  too  much  ground  for  the 
moft  pointed  pvidicule. 

Let  it  therefore  be  remembered,  that  if 
Ridicule  in  thefe  refpe&s  hath  any  power,  it 
is  certainly,  not  over  religion  and  virtue  ;  out 
over  the  weakneffes  and  follies,  the  fingula- 
rity  and  affe&ation  of  thofe  men,  who  have 
not  had  fufficient  difcernment  to  feparate 
their  own  abfurdities  from  the  caule  they 
meant  to  promote  ;  and  upon  which,  in 
confequence,  thofe  abfurdities  have  brought 
reoroach. 

A 

Re  it  your  care  then,  by  a  diligent  adhe¬ 
rence  to  that  Prudence,  which  was  heretofore 
recommended,  to  avoid  in  your  religious  con- 
du£f  more  efpecially,  all  fuch  abfurdities  t*..* 
may  afford  juft  matter  of  mockery  to  thofe,  who 
are  always  no  lefs  ready  than  quick  to  remark 
it.  Singularity  of  every  kind  is  blameable ;  and 


affectation  is  always  the  mark  of  a  mean  and 
undifcerning  mind  :  They  have  no  concern 
with  the  caufe  of  truth  and  virtue ;  which 
every  man  may  well  purfue,  in  a  fober, 
prudent,  and  ferious  manner,  without  affec¬ 
tation,  without  Angularity,  except  vice  in¬ 
deed  be  fo  generally  in  fafhion,  as  to  render 
Angularity  in  virtue  almoft  unavoidable.  " 

There  is  however  one  method,  by  which 
you  may  point  the  fhafts  of  Ridicule  more 
keenly,  than  by  Angularity  or  affectation  ;  I 
mean,  by  inconffffency  and  impropriety  of 
conduct.  This  would  be  giving  the  adver- 
laryjuft  caufe  indeed  of  triumphant  mockery 
over  you  ;  and  therefore,  let  me  conjure,  let 
me  earneffly  intreat  you,  my  young  friends, 
—happily  engaged  on  the  fide  of  piety  and 
goodnefs, — to  keep  an  efpecial  watch  over 
your  conduct  of  every  kind,  that  you  may 
preferve  the  uniformity  and  regularity  of  it, 
and  thus  defy  the  fons  of  fcorn  to  fix  a  real 
brand  of  contempt  upon  you.  Truth  it  is, 
human  nature  is  frail,  and  we  are  all  liable  to 
many  temptations,  and  many  errors;  but  be 
not  you  (lilcouragedj  amidft  this  imperfe&ion 
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of  your  date  and  nature,  if,  fincere  and 
upright  in  your  intentions,  you  preferve  as 
carefully  as  you  can  the  even  and  blamelels 
tenour  of  your  way :  Though  you  cannot  hope 
to  he  free  from  thofe  many  infirmities  “  to 
which  fie  ill  is  heir  j”  yet,  maintaining  a 
general  habit  of  piety,  your  God  will  approve, 
his  divine  Spirit  will  a  {lift  your  well-meant 
endeavours,  and  your  Saviour  will  perfect 
your  redemption.  And  while  no  charadler, 
will,  or  ought  more  juftly  to  meet  with  the 
contempt  hoth  ol  God  and  of  man,  tuan  that 
of  thofe,  who,  under  large  pretences  to 
religion  and  virtue,  are  found  notorioufly 
deficient  in  both  j  while  Ridicule  (if  it  ev^r 
can  be  applied  with  propriety)  can  never  be 
applied  with  greater  propriety  than  on  in- 
confident  and  hypocritical  profefiors  like  thefe; 
yet  that  Ridicule  be  allured,  will  never  reach, 
can  never  afFe£f  you.  h  or,  fafe  from  its  fhafts, 
and  fecure  from  all  its  power,  fhftll  that  man 
pafs,  who,  deeply  grounded  in  the  love  of  God, 
holds  up  before  his  bread  the  adamantine  Ihield 
of  living  faith  ;  thus  repelling  ail  the  fiery 
darts  of  the  enemy ;  and  enlightened  on  his 
way  by  the  fteady  and  unclouded  glory  of  the 


t'-ino;  lighieoufnefs,  perfe  veres  with  unfliaken 
courage  and  fortitude  in  that  fare  and  unerring 
to  life,  which  he  hath  pointed  out :  who, 
Ktade  perfect  through  bufferings  of  every  kind.’ 
§oe£h  *r’t:;0!e  ,1S>  the  great  captain  of  our  fa!- 
nation,— bearing  on.  his  crirnibn  banner,  this 
animating  Infcription  “  Be  thou  faithful  unto 
death,  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life,” 


A  NX  c  D  o  t  e  s  on  the  foregoing  fubjecl:  of 

Ridicule. 

i.  A  young  gentleman  of  moderate  under¬ 
standing,  but  of  great  vivacity,  by  dipping 
mto  many  authors  of  the  modiflrand  freet 
thinking  turn,  had  acquired  a  little  /mattering 
of  knowledge,  juft  enough  to  make  an  atheift 
cr  a  freethinker,  but  not  a  philofopher  or  a 
man  of  fenfe.  With  thefe  accomph&ments, 
he  went  into  the  country  to  vlfit  his  father- 
who  was  a  plain,  rough,  honeft  man,  and 
wife,  though  not  learned.  The  fen,  who 
took  all  opportunities  to  fhew  his  learning 
began  to  eftabiiih  a  new  religion  in  the 
ffmny,  and  to  enlarge  the  narrownefs  of 
tneir  country  notions  j  in  which  he  fucceeded 
Vol.  n;  '  E 
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fo  well,  that  he  feduced  tne  butter  by  his 
table-talk,  and  daggered  his  elded:  lifter. 
The  old  gentleman  began  to  be  alarmed  at 
the  fchifms  that  arofe  among  his  children,  but 
did  not  yet  believe  his  Ton’s  dodlrine  to  be  To 
pernicious  as  it  really  was  \  till  one  day  talking 
of  his  fetting  dog,  the  Ton  faid  He  did  not 
queftion  but  Tray  was  as  immortal  as  any  one 
of  the  Tamily  ;  and  in  the  heat  of  the  argu¬ 
ment  told  his  Tather,  that  for  his  part,  he 
expedted  to  die  like  a  dog.  Upon  which  the 
old  man,  darting  up  in  a  paffion,  cried  out, 
«  Then,  Sirrah,  you  {hall  live  like  one  !” 
and  taking  his  cane  in  his  hand,  cudgelled 
him  out  of  his  fydem,  and  brought  him  to 
more  Terious  reflections  and  better  dudies. 
c<  l  d0  not  (continues  Sir  Richard  Steele,  from 
whom  this  is  taken)  mention  the  cudgelling 
part  of  the  dory  with  a  defig n  to  engage  the 
fecular  arm  in  matters  of  this  nature:  But 
certainly,  if  it  ever  exerts  itlelf  in  affairs  of 
opinion  and  {peculation,  it  ought  to  do  it  on 
fuch  Ih allow  and  defpicable  pretenders  to 
knowledge,  who  endeavour  to  give  a  man  dark 
and  uncomfortable  profpedts  of  his  being,  and 
to  dedroy  thofe  principles  which  are  tne  iup- 
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port,  happinefs  and  glory  of  all  public  locie- 
ties,  as  well  as  of  private  perfons.”  See  Tat- 
Rr,  N°.  108. 


2.  ‘s  If  the  talent  of  Ridicule,  favs  Mr. 
Addiion,  were  employed  to  laugh  men  out  of 
vice  and  folly,  it  might  be  of  fome  ufe  in  the 
world  ;  but  inltead  of  this,  we  find  that  it  is 
generally  made  ufe  of  to  laugh  men  out  of 
virtue  and  good  fenfe,  by  attacking  every 
tnat  is  ienous  and  folemn,  decent  and 
praife-worthy  in  human  life.”  We  have  a 
remarkable  example  in  the  cafe  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  Clarendon ;  Concerning  whom 
(among  the  other  meafures  taken  to  prejudice 
anu  ruin  him  with  King  Charles  the  lid) 
we  are  told,  that  mockery  and  Ridicule  were 
ti.o  of  the  moll:  notable  weapons  employed 
by  hisadverfaries,— and  almoft  all  his  adversa¬ 
ries  were  the  vicious  and  the  profane.  The 
Duke  of  Buckingham  in  particular,  and 
Eleanor  Gwynn  the  King’s  miftrefs,  were 
chief  among  thefe  ;  the  latter  being  often 
allowed  to  entertain  the  King  and  fome  of 
his  courtiers,  with  mocking  at  the  age  and 
infirmities  of  the  good  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
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attempting  to  imitate  his  lameness  cf 
and  gravity  of  afpecf  ;  while  the  former  upon 
every  occafion  pleafed  himfeii  and  the  com¬ 
pany,  in  acling  all  the  perfons  who  (poke 
even  at  the  council  board,  in  their  looks 
and  motions ;  — a  piece  of  mimickry  in  which 
he  had  an  eipecial  faculty  ;  and  in  his  exer- 
cife  of  which  the  Chancellor  had  a  full  part. 
Thus,  in  the  height  of  mirth,  if'tne  King 
faid,  “  He  would  go  fuch  a  journey,  os  oo 
fuch  a  trivial  thing  to-morrow a  wager 
would  be  laid  with  him  that  he  would  not  do 
ic ;  and  when  the  King  alked  why,  it  was 

an  fwered ,  “  That  the  Chancellor  would  not 
let  him  and  another  would  protect  “  That 
be  thought  there  was  no  ground  for  mat  im¬ 
putation  •,  however  he  could  not  deny  that  it 
was  generally  believed  abroad,  that  his  Jvlaje- 
fty  was  entirely  and  implicitly  governed  by 
the  Chancellor  And  when  by  thefe  means 
they  had  often  put  the  King  in  a  paffion,  *<- 
was  inilantly  reported  with  great  joy  in  other 
companies.  By  fuch  petty,  low  and  moft 
illiberal  arts  was  a  great  and  good  man  in* 
fuUed,  and  at  length  degraded  from  all  ms 
comforts,  his  honours,  and  his  good  name. 


s  E  R  M  O  N  IX. 


S3 


n 


.  Nor  was  this  all  :  The  merry  Monarch 
himfeir  fuffered  mod  effentially  by  the  like 
Ridicule  and  Buffoonery;  had  it 
u.  not  been  Tor  which?  there  Teems  no  room  to 
that  in  many  in  (lances  he  had  proved  a 
mucn  better  King  and  a  more  happy  mam 
f  )  1?'lJS  is  particularly  noted  by  the  noble  Lord 
afcovementioned,  who  one  day  told  the  King, 
i  hat  it  was  obferved  abroad  to  be  a  faculty 
very  much  improved  of  late  in  his  court,  to 
laugh  at  thofe  arguments  which  they  could 
*  And  though,  fays  he,  the  King 
M,:"  not  tnen,  nor  a  good  while  after,  appear  to 
difliKe  the  liberty  I  preiumed  to  take  with 
him  ;  yet  1  found  every  day  that  Tome  argu¬ 
ments  grew  leis  acceptable* to  him,  and  that 
fhw  con  (las  it  converiation  he  held  with  men 
of  great  profanfcnefs,  whofe  wit  confided  in 
ahufing  fcripture,  and  in  repeating  and  acting 
w’ldl  pieachers  'aid  in  their  fermons,  and 
turning  it  into  Ridicule  (a  fcience  in  which 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham  excelled)  did  much 
Keen  the  natural  edeern  and  reverence  he  had 
for  the  clergy  ;  and  inclined  him  to  confider 
Kern  as  a  rank  ox  men,  whoxompounded  a 
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religion  for  their  own  advantage,  and  to  (erve 
their  own  turns  ;  nor  was  all  that  L  could  fay 
to  him  of  weight  enough  to  make  any  impref- 
ficn  to  the  contrary  *. 

(4.)  Dr.  Delaney,  in  the  feeond  volume  of 
his  life  of  David,  p.  61.  judicioufly  obferves, 


that  the  dignity  of  the  moft  excellent  things 

O  J 

and  perfons  greatly  fuffers  by  being  once  feen 
in  a  ludicrous  light,  that  is,  in  their  more 
oppofite  extreme ;  becaufe  -ideas  are  then 
afiociated  in  the  minds  or  the  fpesRuiOi  s, 
which  perhaps  can  never  afterwards  be  wholly 
parted.  1  am  afionilhed  therefore  (fays  he) 
how  any  man  of  humanity— to  throw  reafon 
and  virtue  out  of  the  queilipn,  -  could  rriaxe 


that  Ridicule,  a  teft  of  true  excellence,  which 


murdered  the  beft  man  of  the  Heathen  world  ; 
which  fir  if  debafed  the  dignity  of  Socrates  in 


the  eyes  of  the  vulgar,  and  then  brought 
him  to  the  bar  and  to  the  hemlock!  For,  if 
Ariftophanes  had  not  been  fuffered  to  ape  his 
perfon  and  drefs,  and  to  rio.cule  nim  in 
The  Clouds,”  Anytus  and  Melkus  would 


*  See  c<  Continuation  of  Lord  Clarendon  s  life,  written 
fey  himfelf,  Vol.  13.  p.  467-  acd  VoU  3-  ?•  6S2- 
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never  have  dared  to  have  called  him  to  the 
bar  as  a  malefactor. 

5*  I  he  Lari  of  C- - being  at  BrufTels, 

was  waited  on  by  the  celebrated  M.  Voltaire, 
who  politely  invited  him  to  fup  with  him  and 
Madame  C— - .  His  Lordfhip  accepted  the 
invitation ;  the  converfation  happening  to 
turn  upon  the  affairs  of  England,  66  I  think 
my  Lord,  faid  Madame  C— — that  the 
^aiiiament  Oi  England  confifts  of  five  or  fix 
hundred  of  the  be  ft  informed  and  mo  ft  fen- 
fible  men  in  the  kingdom  ?’ — «  True,  Ma¬ 
dam  ;  they  are  generally  fuppofed  to  be  foV 
v*  wet  then,  my  Loru,  can  be  trie  re-afon 
that  they  tolerate  fa  great  an  abfurdity  as  the* 
Chriftian  Religion  i'9 — I  fuppofe,  Madam, 
(lepned  his  Lordfhip)  it  is  becaufe  they  have 
not  been  able  to  fubftitute  any  thing  better  in 
its  fteaJ  ;  IV  hen  that  is  the  cafe,  I  don’t 
doubt  but  m  their  wifdom  they  will  readily 
accept  it.”  Surely  fo  well-turn’d  a  piece  of 
Raillery  v/as  more  forcible  than  a  thoufand. 
arguments  ;  and  in  cafes  like  thefe,  it  is,  that 
the  true  ufe  of  Ridicule  is  feen. 

E  A 
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6,  An  ancient  author  relates  that  a  com¬ 
pany  of  vain  and  profligate  perfons  having 
been  drinking. and  inflaming  their  blood  in  a 
tavern  at  Bofton  in  New  England,  upon 
feeing  the  reverend ‘Mr.  Cotton,  a  pious  and 
amiable  mjnifter  coming  alone*-  the  flreet,  one 
of  them  told  his  companions,  cc  I’ll  and 

i  j  O  7 

put  a  trick  upon  the  old  Cotton.57  Accord¬ 
ingly  he  approached  him,  and  crofting  his 
way,  whifpeFd  in  his  ear,  cc  Cotton,  thou  art 
an  old  fool.'1*— True,  replied  Mr,  Cotton, 

•  I  cornels  I  am  fo the  Lord  make  both 
sne  and  thee  wifer  than  we  are  ;  even  wife 
falvation  i*1  Struck  with  his  anfwer,  the 
man  related  it  to  his  ailociates,  and  notwith¬ 
standing  their  then  fituation,  it  failed  not  to 
caft  a  great  damp  upon  their  (pints,  in  the 
mid  if  of  their  frolicks. 


( 7.)  Fhe  retirement  and  ufual  penfivenefs 
of  Sir  Francis  Walfingham,  prime  Minifter 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  being  looked  upon  by 
his,  friends  at  court  as  a  fit  of  melancholy, 
fome  of  them  came  to  him,  on  purpofe  to, 
amufe  and  divert  him  from  it.  Sir  Francis 
however  foon  reprefied  their  jocularity,  by 


> 
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teiiing  them,  An  my  friends  !.  while  we 
laugh,  all  things  are  ferious  round  about  us. 
God  is  ferious,  who  exercifeth  fuch  pati¬ 
ence  towards  us;  Ghrift  is  ferious,  who 
Gmu  his  biood  tor  us ;  the  Holy  Ghoft  is 
ferious,  wh6  ftriveth  againft  the  obftinacy  of 
our  hearts :  The  iacred  Scriptures  bring  to 
on  r  ears  tne  moft  ferious  and  important  things 
m  the  world  ;  the  Holy  Sacraments,  repre- 
ient  to  us  the  mod  ferious  and  awful  matters  : 
i  ne  whole  Creation  is  ferious  in  ferving  God 
anfl  usl  All  that  are  in  heaven  and  hell  are 
tenons.  How  then  can  Man,  that  hath  one 
foot  in  the  grave,  jeft  and  laugh.?”— What 
au  antidote  to  fcofnng  and  mockery  are  obvL* 
ous  reflections  like  thefe  ! 


;  o . )  If  ever  a  vein  or  Ridicule  be  neeeflary  in 
conversion,  as  fometimes  is  the  cafe,  it  feem 
peculiary  fo,  where  juft  and  fol'id  argument 
can  nave  no  eftedt;  and,  as  a  late  very  ele- 

£ant  o,  serves,  44  When  a  man  is  fteeled 
and  hardened  againft  conviction,  we  may 
%warrantably,  like  Hannibal  after  other  expe- 
have  been  tried  in  vain,  cut  through 
the  rock  with  vinegar”  The  following°is 
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a  memorable  inftance.  Several  Jefults  being 
one  day  in  company  with  the  celebrated 
Monfieur  Boileau,  roundly  averted,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  principles  of  that  fociety,  that 
Attrition  for  fin  only  was  neceftary,  and  that 
we  were  not  obliged  to  love  God  :  Withal  in- 
lifting,  that  thofe  who  advanced  the  contrary 
were  in  an  error,  and  impofed  an  infupport- 
able  yoke  upon  Chriftians,  whom  God  had 
rendered  free  by  a  new  law.  It  was  to 
no  purpofe  to  unravel  their  fallacies ;  the 
difpute  began  to  grow  warm :  When  Mr. 
Boileau,  who  had  hitherto  kept  a  profound 
filence,  ftarting  up  cried  ;  45  Oh  how  prettily 
will  it  found  in  the  final  day  of  judgment, 
when  our  Lord  (hall  fay  to  his  eledt,  Come 
you,  ye  well  beloved  of  my  father  ;  for  ye 
have  never  loved  me  in  your  life,  but  have 
always  forbidden  that  I  fhould  be  loved,  and* 
conftantly  and  bravely  oppofed  thofe  Here- 
ticks,  who  were  for  obliging  Chriftian  to 
love  me. — -And  You,  on  the  contrary,  Go  ye 
to  the  devil  and  his  angels  ;  you,  the  ac- 
curfed  of  my  father:  For  ye  have  loved  me 
with  your  whole  heart,  and  have  folicited  and 
importuned  the  whole  world  befide  to  love 
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me,”  This  raillery  ftruck  his  opponents 
dumb,  and  more  effectually  enforced  the 
neceliity  of  divine  love,  than  all  the  folid 
and  cogent  arguments  before  urged  had  been 
able  to  do. 

■ - — Tadic ulum  acri 

Fortius  ac  melius  magnas  plerumque  fecat  Res. 

(9,)  The  lines  in  the  character  of  Atticus, 
mentioned  in  p.  15.  prefent  us  with  a  proper 
occakon  to  juftify  Mr.  Addifon  from  the 
application  which  many  have  made  of  them 
to  him  ;  and  which  indeed  feems  to  have  been 
mvidioufly  intended  by  the  author  himfelf. 
Nothing  that  may  tend  to  remove  a  fingie 
fufpicion  from  a  character  fo  amiable  as  that 
of  the  writer  of  the  Spectators,  can  fail  of  a 
welcome  reception  with  the  candid  public  ; 
and  fo  far  is  the  abovementioned  artful  de- 
icription  or  Atticus,  from  being  in  the  leaft 
applicable  to  Mr.  Addifon,  that  we  have  the 
undoubted  authority  of  a  noble  Lord,  one  of 
bis  intimate  friends,  for  afferting,  T  hat  often 
as  he  has  been  in  Mr.  Addifon’s  company, 
yet,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  Lordfhip’s 
acquaintance  with  him*  he  never  remembers 
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to  have  heard  him  throw  out  an  oblique  inti¬ 
mation,  that  had  the  appearance  of  ill-natuj 
nor-'make  a  fingle  remark  upon  any  man,  but 
what  was  perfectly  worthy  the  gentleman 
and  man  of  honour,  and  confident  with  a 
candid,  humane,  and  ingenuous  mind.— We 
cannot  give  a  better  demcnilration  of  this 
truth,  than  by  referring  the  reader  to  the 
Spectator,  N°,  256.  and  particularly  to  N°. 
445,  which  that  celebrated  writer  thus  con¬ 
cludes  5  I  am  not  fo  vain  as  to  think  that  the 
general  approbation  of  thefe  papers  is  fo  much 
due  to  the  performance,  as  to  the  defign. 
There  is  and  ever  will  be  juflice  enough  in 
the  world,  to  afford  patronage  and  protec¬ 
tion  for  thofe,  who  endeavour  to  advance  truth, 
and  virtue,  without  regard  to  the  pardons 
and  prejudices  of  any  particular  caufe  or 
fadtion.  If  I  have  any  other  merit  in  me,  it 
is  that  I  have  new-pointed  all  the  batteries  of 
Ridicule  :  They  have  been  generally  planted 
againft  perfons  who  have  appeared  ferious 
rather  than  abfurd  ;  or  at  bell,  have  aimed 
rather  at  what  is  unfafnionable  than  what  is 
vicious.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  endea¬ 
voured  ro  make  nothing  ridiculous,  that  is  not 
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in  fome  meafure  criminal  :  I  have  fet  up  the 
immoral  man  as  the  object  of  derifion.  In, 
fnort,  if  I  have  not  formed  a  new  weapon 
againft  vice  and  irreligion?  I  have  at  leaft 
(hewn  how  that  weapon  may  be  put  to  a 
right  ufe,  which  has  fo  often  fought  the 
battles  of  impiety  and  profanenefs.” 

10,  a  Indeed,  Neander,  faid  Eufebius  to 
his  young  friend,  a  Chriftian  behaviour 
among  gentlemen  is  fo  unufual,  that  you 
mult  venture  to  be  out  of  fashion  ;  you  mu  ft 
{rand  the  shock  of  raillery,  and  perchance 
the  ftroke  of  a  lampoon:  But  thefe  weapons 
ftic'k'only  in  the  fkin,  and,  though  they  are 
pu  filed  on  with  all  the  violence  of  malice  and 
profanenefs,  are  not  able  to  draw  blood,  or 
to  touch  the  reputation.  I  have  often  been 
aftonifhed  at  fome  gentlemen,  who  practiced 
virtue  at  home,  and  vice  in  company;  who 
■betrayed  their  confcience, — to  avoid  a  blufn  ! 
Thu,  faid  I,  is  to  fall  into  the  wretched 

V 

blindnefs  of  fome  lavage  Indians,  who  adore 
the  devil,  that  he  may  do  them  no  harm. 
If  Libertines  glory  in  evil,  why  fhould  You  be 
a  foamed  at  good  l  M  hat  carries  along  with  it 

7 


its  own  condemnation,  and  This  its  juftifi- 
cation.  Surely  fhame  fits  more  naturally  on 

guilt,  than  on  innocence! — But,  Neander, 

« 

could  we  dive  into  the  wicked  man’s  heart, 
could  we  pierce  into  his  foul,  we  fhould 
there  read  the  moil  vifible  traces  of  fhame  and 
confufion,  every  moment  he  caffs  an  eye  on 
his  own  vices,  and  the  virtues  of  his  happier 
neighbour.  For,  let  me  tell  you,  piety  has  an 
amiable  afpedt :  It  charms  its  very  perfecu- 
tors ;  and  even  thofe  who  ftigmatize  it  in 
pradfice,  admire  its  beauty.  So  that  though 
fometimes  they  let  fly  a  Raillery,  or  fhoot  a 
Jeff,  thefe  petty  arrows  flit  at  random,  and 
never  come  near  your  honour. — Nay,  take  it 
for  a  general  rule,  that  thofe  Libertines  who 
fneer  at  a  Chriftian  demeanor  have  themfelves 
a  fecret  efleem  for  it.  But,  let  debauchees 
burlefque  your  piety,  muff  You  therefore 
abandon  it?  Will  you  abjure  Chriffianity, 
becaufe  fuch  men  fnort  with  religion  ;  or  com- 

V  .  1  ° 

mence  Atheift,  to  humour  the  fool,  who  faith 
There  is  no  God  ?” — Is  it  honourable,  in 
fpight  of  Ridicule,  to  acknowledge  a  God, 
and  yet  a  difgrace  to  ferve  Him  ?  Is  it  a  credit 
to  be  a  Chriftian,  and  a  fhame  to  be  a  good 
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and  a  fincere  one?  No,  certainly.  Let  us 
then  put  things  together,  and  act  accord¬ 
ingly.  Let  us  call  in  reafon,  to  govern 
fancy.  We  have  been  feeing  indeed  how 
hard  it  is  for  a  young  man  to  withstand 

* - “  The  world’s  dread  laugh. 

Which  fcarce  the  firm  Philofopher  can  fcorn 

But,  let  us  only  confider,  who  are  thofe  men 
that  awe  us  ? — Perhaps  a  fet  of  beings,  who 
have  more  wealth  than  wifdom,  and  more 
quality  than  confcience ;  cowards  in  the  face 
u  h,  1  bravOv,s  againft  God  :  Men,  who 
live  ill,  and  judge  worfe ;  who  are  pitied  by 
home,  and  fcorned  by  others ;  and  whofe 
very  panegyricks  are  fatires.  Praife  out  of 
fucn  mouths  is  icandal,  and  their  blame  is 
true  glory.  O  Neander  I  fuller  not  yourfelf 
to  be  laughed  out  of  heaven,  nor  rallied  into 
B  you  cannot  now  bear  the  loud 
laughter  or  taunting  lmiles  of  a  Man  \  how 
will  you  one  day  endure  the  frowns  of  an 
angry  Deity  ?— If  the  lafn  of  a  petulant 
tongue  be  fo  fenfible,  can  you  fuppofe  that 
the  pains  of  almighty  vengeance  will  be  more 
tolerable  f  Virt  ue  in  a  dungeon  is  preferable 
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to  fin  oty'tiie /lirdiie  £  ancfyin&cfence  in  the 
pillory  more  honourable  than  guilt  on  the 
bench  :  F or  a.xlay  is  coming* and  we  know  not 
how  foon,  when  The  .wife  only  fhall  in- 
bent  glory  ;  but  fhame  fhall  be  the  promotion 
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SERMON  X. 
part  x. 


On  Pieafure. 

ECCLESIASTES 


XI. 


Rejvce,  O  young  won,  in.  thy  youth,  and  lot  the 

heart  dear  thee  in  the  days  of  thy  youth ;  and 

■w«U  in  the  ways  of  thy  heart,  and  in  the 

fght  of  thine  eyes  .--But,  how  thou,  that 

for  all  theje  things  God  will  bring  thee  into 
judgment . 

rpHERE  never  was  a  man,  my  young 
friends,  who  enjoyed  more  ample  power 
o  gratify  his  paffions,  and  indulge  himfelf  in 
every  earthly  pieafure,  than  Solomon :  And 

hnT  fTmS  nCVer  *°  haTC  exifted  a  man,  who 
had  either  a  greater  relift  for,  or  drank  larger 

draughts  from  pleafure’s  intoxicating  cup 

You  nmft  acknowledge  therefore,  that  M. 

fitkoT  F  drf  a  °n  thiS  hCad ;  and  in  the 

Book  of  Ecclefiaftes  he  gives  us  that  tefti- 
ony.  After  having  informed  us,  that «  what¬ 
soever  his  eyes  defired  he  kept  not  from 
em;  ,hat  he  withheld  not  his  heart  from 

Vol.  II.  F 
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any  joy  he  adds,  as  the  refult  ai  d  fad  clofe 
of  the  final  account,  ’hat  tc  all  was  vanity  and 
vexation  of  fpirit  !”  The  gr  ltification  afforded 
no  folid  and  fubfiantial  joy  ;  and  the  con- 
fequences  were  bitter  and  diibefsful  to  the 
xefle£ling  mind. 

In  this  view,  with  a  nervous  and  affecting 
farcafm,  he  applies  to  Youth,  eager  in  the  pur- 
fuitof  pleat ure,  as  he  himfelf  once  was  :  tw  Re¬ 
joice,  fays  he,  O  young  man,  if  you  think 
proper  to  give  up  the  purfuits  of  wifdom  ; 
rejoice  in  your  youth  ;  and  let  your  heart 
chear  you,  in  this  thougntlefs,  giddy  period 
of  life,  with  the  things  wherein  it  delighteth  : 
Walk  in  the  ways  of  your  corrupt  heart,  and 
in  the  fight  of  your  deceitful  eyes  :  Lifien 
to  your  pafiions,  and  follow7  the  bent  of  your 
depraved  imagination:  But,  know  confi- 
der  well  the  price  that  you  muff  pay  for  thefe 
tranfitory  gratifications  ;  know,  as  an  eternal 
truth,  that  for  all  thefe  things,  God  w7ill  bring 
you  into  judgment !  Y  our  foul  and  body  will 
feel,  even  in  this  life,  the  beginnings  of  that 
fearful  account,  which  remains  inevitably  to 
be  made  5  and  which  mull  be  made  before 
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t'nat  juft  and  awful  judge,  who  will  bring 
every  work  into  judgment,  with  every  fecret 
*hing,  whether  it  be  good  or  evil 

"ies,  my  young  friends,  a  fearful  account 
remains  to  be  made  in  this  world,  as  well  as 
in  the  next,  for  the  unreftrained  purfuit  of 
earthly  pleafures  and  fenfual  gratifications  : 
/ind,  willing  to  warn  you  from  every  peril 
which  may  threaten  you  in  your  courfe 
through  life,  I  would  now  lead  you  to  a 
ferious  review  of  that  Pleasure,  which  is  no 
lefs  the  with,  than  the  eager  purfuit  of  your 
age;  too  much,  alas!  the  eager  purfuit  of 
all  mankind.  Certain,  however,  it  is,  that 
nothing  can  be  more  contrary  to  the  end  of 
our  exiftence,  nothing  more  unworthy  the 
nature  of  man,  than  to  live  for  Pleafure  only; 
nor  can  a  more  mean,  and  at  the  fame  time  a 
more  wicked  charader  be  drawn,  than  that 

of  a  “  lover  of  pleafure  more  than  a  lover  of 
God !” 


Yet,  miftake  me  not,  as  if  I  meant  fo  to 
decry  Pleafure,  as  to  wife  to  withhold  every 

*  Defvoeux’s  Comment  on  the  Book  of  Ecclefurtas. 
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fpecies  and  appearance  of  it,  either  from  our 
nature  in  general,  or  from  your  fprightly  age 
in  particular:  Miftake  me  not,  as  if  with 
ftoical  apathy,  or  monkifti  aufterity,  I  would 
deny  to  youth  the  natural  and  pleafi-ng  indul¬ 
gences  of  that  pleafi-ng  period  of  their  life. 

'  So  far  from  it,  my  wifh,  and  my  intention  is, 
not  only  to  fecure  true  pleafures  to  your  age, 
but  to  improve  and  heighten  thofe  pleafures. 
Clearly  fatrsfied,  that  the  great  author  of  our 
being,  hath,  for  the  wife  ft  and  beft  ends,  inter¬ 
woven,  as  it  were,  in  the  very  texture  of  our 
nature,  a  defire  after  .pleafure;  I  am  no  lefs 
clearly  Satisfied,  that  he  hath  amply  provided 
for  the  perfect  completion  of  that  defire.  But^ 
ftrong  as  it  is  in  itfelf,  and  attraaive  as  are 
the  objeas  of  it,  there  is  the  utmoft  danger, 
left  it  carry  us  beyond  the  bounds,  or  fix 
upon  other  objeas,  than  thofe  ordained  by 
v  God  and  by  nature  to  gratify  it.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  of  the  utmoft  importance,  if  we  would 
reap  all  the  comforts  and  high  fatisfaaions, 
which  the  benevolent  author  of  our  being 
■hath  attached  to  true  Pleafure,  that  we  care¬ 
fully  confider  its  Nature,  and  its  Boundaries; 
that  we  wifely  inform  ourfelves  of  the  nature 


and  ill  effects  offal  fe  Pleafure,  and  determine 
by  God’s  grace,  invariably  to  purfue  the 
former ;  while  we  fly  from  the  latter,  as  that, 
which, however  l'weet  in  the  tafte,willbe  found 
bitter  and  painful  in  the  ftomach ;  which, 
however  it  may  exhilarate  for  a  palling  mo¬ 
ment,  will  infallibly  bring  us  into  judgment ! 

~  •  ■>  aiimlot  yin  ;  tort 

Anu  if,  in  tne  handling  of  this  copious 
topick,  I  fhall  be  enabled,  my  young  friends, 
to  prefent  you  with  any  arguments  fuflr- 
cient  to  guard  you  again!!  the  allurements 
o!  that  deceitful  and  pernicious  fyren “  Falfe 
Pleafure;”  if  I  fhall  be  enabled' to  preferve- 
your  youthful  feet  in  the  blefled ,  paths;:  of 
that  virtue  and  religion,  which  infallibly 
lead  to  true  Plealure ;  if,  by  any  thing  here 
■.  urg’d  your  prefent  exiftence  fhall  he  made 
more  comfortable,  and  your  future  happinefs 
through  Chrifl,  iecured  ;  what  infinite  caufe 
ot  mutual  fatisfadlion  fhall  we  receive,  .land 
<'  ^“ow  much  will  it  behove  us  to  give  glory 
3  'ogether  to  the  God  of  heaven  who  ha^h  fo 
u  bleifed  your  attention,  and  my  labours  !  And 
I  pen'uade  myfelf,  that  thefe  good  effe&s •will 
'  follow  jJ  and  that  1  fhall  not-  only,  bai^your 
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attention  now,  but  hereafter  your  diligent 
compliance  with  what  fhali  be  urged  ;  be- 
caufe,  my  heart  witnefTes  to  me,  that  the 
molt  fin  cere  and  affe&ionaie  zeal  for  your 

J 

welfare  dictates  what  1  urter becauie  I 
add  refs  you,  not  with  the  rigor  of  authority, 
but  with  the  tender  love,  even  of  parental 


admonition ;  becaufe,  God  is  my  witnefs, 
one  of  the  great eft  fatisfaciions  I  could  enjoy 
on  this  fide  heaven,  would  be  to  fee  You  (my 
dear  young  friends)  rile  up  to  blefs  God  in 
your  generation  ;  fcorning  all  the  bafe  and: 
pernicious  allurements  of  vice;  enjoying  all 
the  juft  and  honourable  Pleafures  whereof 
your  nature  is  capable. 


To  this  purpofe,  then,  let  us  in  the 
frft  place  confider  u  rl  he  nature,  and  the 
boundaries  of  true  Pleafure.”  Yv  ith  regard 
to  the  former,  we  may  well  define  it  to  be 
cc  That  which  is  agreeable  to  the  whole  of 
our  beings  and  inconfftent  with  none  of  our 
moral  or  religious  obligations for,  in  our 
eft im ate  of  virtue  and  vice,  of  pleafure  and 


pain, 

lion, 


we  mu  ft  always,  to  avoid  any  deeep- 
uke  in  the  whole  ot  what  we  are  ;  the 
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great  author  of  our  being  having  in  fo  wife 
and  wonderful  a  manner,  united  the  diftindh 
parts  of  our  nature,  having  fo  combined  our 
foul  and  oody,  that  not  only  their  efFedls  each 
upon  the  other,  but  their  offices  and  opera¬ 
tions  are  reciprocal,  and  in  the  clofeft  man¬ 
ner  connedied.  Hence,  while  feme  Pleafures 
are  peculiar  to  the  animal  nature,  and  in 
a  high  degree  fatisfa&ory  to  that  nature ; 
yet,  when  indulged  beyond  the  proper  bounds, 
the  foul  inilanrly  reverts,  and  claims  her 
portion,  or  denies  her  tribute.  ,  We  muft 
therefore,  in  our  Pleafure,  confult  our  whole 
nature  ;  and  remember,  that  we  are  not  ani¬ 
mals  only,  but  rationals  alfo;  and  not  only 
rauonals,  but  focia]  ^  and  not  only  focial,  but 
immortal ;  ordained  to  fill  up  certain  offices 
>n  this  life,  and  for  the  life  to  come  ac¬ 
countable  to  a  Being,  who  for  all  thefe  things 
will  bring  us  into  judgment. 

Tnat  then,  alone,  is  true  Pleafure,  which 
wnl  bear  to  be  eliimated  according  to  this 
tiue  date  of  our  nature;  and  for  the  Bound- 
a^  iv.s  of  Pleafure  in  the  general,  we  may  further 
cbfirve,  “  That  no  Pleafure  can  be  true,  or 
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perfued  with  propriety  and  wifdom,  which 
makes  too  large  inroads  on  our  time,  our  for¬ 
tune,  our  health,  our  character,  or  our  duty.>> 


,iln 


Of  all  the  depofits  in  the  hands  of  men. 
Time  is  certainly  one  of  the  moft  precious ; 
and  upon  the  wile  and  right  improvement  of 
it,  much  of  your  happinefs,  and  much  of 
your  fuccefs  too,  in  this  life,  depend*  The 
feafon  of  youth  is  the  great  feafon  for  im¬ 
provement  of  every  kind ;  and  if  you  lofe  its 
important  moments,  you  lofe  not  only  the 
moments  tliemfelves,  but  absolutely  preclude 
yourfelves  from  thoie  advantages,  which  you 
will  never  obtain  in  any  other  period.  This* 
therefore,  is  a  ftrong  argument  to  convince 
you  of  the  criminality  of  all  pleafure,  which 
makes  you  unthrifty  and  wafteful  prodigals  of 
that  Time,  which,  once  loft,  is  redeemable 
no  more ;  which,  once  loft,  the  opportunity 
of  improving  in  knowledge  and  virtue  with¬ 
in  that  period,  is  alfo  loft,  and  probably  loft 
for  ever !  But,  let  it  be  obferved,  that  this, 
though  a  reafon  peculiarly  applicable  to  youth, 
is  by  no  means  the  only  one  that  renders 
the  Pleafure  criminal,  which  waftes  our  time. 
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Confider  only  the  great  ehd  fof  Which 
time  is  given  -  Us-;  confider  th.e'ffidrtne/s'  of 
that  time,  at  the  beft,  and  thd  fearful  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  its  continuance  :  Confider  the  many 
great  and  important  duties,  which  man  hath 
to  perform  in  this  fhort  and  uncertain  period  ; 
Confider  the  ineftimable  prize,  for  which  he 
is  to  improve  this  time,  and  the  glorious 
eternity,  which  is  to  reward  that  improve¬ 
ment  5  and  can  you  have  a  more  convincing, 
a  more  affecting  view,  of  the  uh  worth  inefs,  of 
the  bafenefs,  of  the  criminality  of  that  Plea- 
fure,  which  diflipates,  in  its  wretched  and 
unthinking  round,  the  moments  given  us  for 
purpofes  fo  important. 

Pleafure,  again,  becomes  exceffive  and 
criminal,  when  it  injures  our  Fortune.  You 
(my  young  friends]  are  either  born  to  an  in¬ 
heritance,  or  ordained  to  procure  your  fub- 
fiftence  by  your  own  induftry  :  In  the  former 
cafe,  your  inheritance  is  as  much  a  talent 
intruded  to  you  by  God,  as  any  other 
endowment  of  mind  or  body;  and,  if  you 
would  approve  yourfelf  to  Him,  you  are  un¬ 
der  the  higheft  obligations  fo  to  employ  your 


it!  1  I 


i 

h'i 

I’ 


tj 


1 

II  MSB 


74 


SERMON  X. 


fortune,  as  that  it  may  ftand  the  fcrutriryy 
when  the  inquifition  concerning  it  (hall  be 
brought  into  judgment.  To  this  end,  after 
the  juft  and  rational  demands  of  your  own 
ftate  and  exigence  are  anfwer’J  ;  after  your 
family  and  dependents  have  their  equitable 
Supplies  from  you,  you  have  no  more  right 
to  fquander  away  in  profuficn  what  remains* 
than  you  would  have  to  refufe  to  your  dif- 
trefted  fellow-creatures,  who  wanted  them, 
eyes,  or  arms,  or  feet,  if  you  had  a  number 
of  them  in  your  power  to  difpofe  of.  When¬ 
ever  therefore  the  purfuit  of  Pleafure  leads 
you  to  a  diffipation  of  your  fubftance,  that 
Pleafure  is  highly  criminal,  as  it  leads  you  to 
the  abufe  of  a  talent  intrufted  with  you  by 
God,  and  to  the  extreme  injury  of  thofe, 
whom  that  God  hath  made  your  brethren  *„ 
and  hath  given  their  wants  and  diftrefles  a 
draft  and  demand,  as  it  were*  on  your  fuper- 
fluities. 

I  dwell  not  further  on  the  criminality  of 
that  Pleafure  which  injures  your  inheritance, 
as  involving  your  mind  in  diftrels,  as  harming 
your  juft  creditors,  as  injuring,  in  a  peculiar 
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manner,  your  poflerity,  and  thofe  who  have 
a  right  to  expert  from  you  that  patrimony-, 
which  you  received  from  your  progenitors 
Let  me  oniy  obferve,  that,  the  arguments 
hold  with  double  force,  with  refpe<fl  to  thofe 
of  you  (my  young  friends)  who  are  “  ordained 
by  God,  to  procure  fubfiflence  by  your  own 
induflry.”  Whatever  you  may  think  of  it, 
you  will  not  perhaps  find  this  lot  fo  unhappy 
as  it  may  leem.  A  comfortable  inheritance 
derived  from  parents,  when  properly  im-* 
proved,  is  unquefiionably  a  fingular  blefling,^ 
but  it  becomes  as  great  a  curfe,  when,  as  is- 
too  often  the  cafe,  it  leads  to  the  dHIipations 
of  falfe  Pieafure,  and  flops  the  fprings  of 
that  Induilry,  which  is  the  honour,  and  the 
happinefs  of  man ;  a  virtue,  no  lefs  adapted' 
to  tiie  perfection  of  his  moral  nature,  than 
the  improvement  of  his  temporal  effate. 
And,  take  it  from  me  (my  young  friends)  as 
a  certain  truth,  that  if,  blefied  with  this 
pa, nmony  of  induflry,  you  relax  not  from  its- 
rules,  but  vigoroufly  and  honeflly  purfue  the* 
duties  of  your  ftate ;  you  vv^ll  find,  not  only 
your  fortune  improved,  but  your  mind  ever 
in  a  ftate  of  felf-pofleffion,  which  they  know 
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nothing  of,  who  are  the  wretched  flaves  cf 
enervating,  ruinous  idlenefs.  But,  in  pro- 
portion  as  this  induflry  is  neceiTary  to  the 
gain  and  the  improvement  of  fortune,  tha*. 
Pleafure  muft  be  criminal  in  itfelf,  and  de- 
flru&ive  to  you,  which,  while  it  waftes  the 
fubdiance  fpringing  from  your  induftry,  necef- 
farily  unnerves  that  induftry  itfelf,  and  thus 
doubly  deftroys  you.  For,  let  it  at  all  times 
be  remember’d,  that  the  Pleafure,  wnich 
injures  the  fortune,  is  a  many-headed  mon- 
iter,  and  cannot  do  the  former,  witnout 
devouring  alfo  the  time  and  the  induftry 
ordained  to  procure  or  to  preferve  that  for- 
tune. 


m 


Should  it  go  further,  and  prejudice  the 
Health  alfo,  you  have  another  criterion  that 
it  is  falfe  and  finful :  For,  as  the  enjoyment 
of  health  is  one  of  the  greateft  temporal 
biddings,  one  which  gives  z eft  and  relifh  to  all 
the  reft: ;  fo  is  a  due  attention  to  the  piefCi.- 
vation  of  it  one  of  the  prime  laws  of  nature  $ 
and  c'oiifequently,  whatever  tends  to  deftroy 
it,  is  not  only  criminal  in  itfelf,  but  mud  of 
necedit^  defeat  the'  efnd'  zt  which  ft  aims. 
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For,  it  is  a  maxim,  which  requires  no  proof. 

That  without  health  there  can  be  no  fub- 
flantial  JpJeaiure.’gj.  ,Lr,  ^  / 

.  ^  10  3fi3£D9voi!]rn..'  sdj  has  ns'^ 

How  many  pofitive  evils,  how  many  mi fe- 

ries  and  diiquietudes  accompany  the  lofs  of 
health,  and  fmruund  the  man  whofe  confli- 
tution  hath  been  broken  by  indulgences  in 
his  youth,  it  would  take  up  too  much  time 
even  to  enumerate.  I  dwell  not  therefore  on 
thefe  ;  but  remark  further,  that  thofe  Plea¬ 
sures,  which  fix  a  brand  upon  the  Character, 
are  ever  to  be  fhunn’d,  as  deceitful  and 
definitive.  Character,  my  young  friends,  is 
a  jewel  of  fuch  ineftimable  price,  that  it  can 
never  be  rated  too  high,  or  preferv’d  too  cau- 
tioufly  :  It  is  a  fort  of  current  coin,  which 
enables  a  man  to  pafs  through  life  eafily  and 
happily ;  and  it  is  a  poffeihon  which  flamps  a 
value  upon  all  you  are  and  have  befide  ;  info- 
much  that  confidence  with  men,  and  honour 
from  them,  are  its  natural  and  aimed  necef- 
fary  refult.  Nor  is  there  any  fphere  or 
ilation  in  life,  however  exalted,  or  however 
xleprefTed,  which  renders  chara&er  a  matter  of 
indifference*  or  can  fink  its  worth.  Eafily 
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then  may  you  conceive,  how  ruinous  that 
Pieafure  muft  be,  which  mars  the  beauty  of 
your  fair  reputation  in  youth,  and  renders 
either  equivocal  or  defpicable  that  Character, 
which  is,  or  ought  to  be  your  beft  paflport 
through  the  journey  of  life. 


# 

I! 


Once  more;  that  Pieafure  mud  be  in  a  high 
degree  criminal,  which  interferes  with  your 
Duty,  civil  or  religious  ;  which  either  prevents 
you  from  difcharging  the  proper  offices  of 
your  Ration  in  life;  which  makes  you  a  bad 
bad  brother,  a  bad  friend,  a  bad 
neighbour,  a  bad  fervant,  ora  bad  fubjedf; 
which  renders  your  example  pernicious  and 
prejudicial  to  fociety  ;  or,  which  incapacitates^ 
you  for  the  right  exercife  of  thofe  high  duties 
to  your  God,  which  are  no  lefs  indifpenfable 
in  their  obligation,  than  they  are  fraught 
with  comfort  in  the  performance. 

Thefe  are  points  fo  univerfally  allowed,  and 
fo  felf- evident,  that  they  can  require  no 
proof;  however,  the  inftances  I  propofe  to 
give  in  the  following  difcourfes,  of  thofe  Falfe 
PJeafures  which  men  fo  greedily  purfue,  will 
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abundantly  evince  that  they  are  no  Iefs  inju¬ 
rious  to  time,  to  fortune,  to  health,  to  re¬ 
putation,  than  they  are  in  every  refpecf  con¬ 
tradictory  to  thofe  duties  which  we  owe  to 
God  and  our  neighbour. 

i  here  is  one  other  particular  which  ferves 
ftrongly  to  charade  rife  falfe  Pleafure ;  and 
that  is,  “  The  railing  and  warming  the 
paidions.”  Whatever  Pleafure  is  found  to 
have  this  effect,  though  not  abfolutely  crimi- 
nal  in  itfelf,  may  juftly  be  dreaded,  as  dan¬ 
gerous  in  its  confequences  $  and  ought  by 
ad  means  to  be  fhunned  on  that  account. 
But  I  fhall  refer  what  I  have  to  fay  more 
concerning  it  to  the  next  difcourfe,  when  X 
fhall  conlider  it  more  efpecially,  as  introduc¬ 
tory  to  what  I  have  to  urge,  concerning  the 
gratification  oi  the  paflions  ;  or,  with  regard 

g  ce  in  thofe  Pleafures  which  are 
merely  fenfual. 


You  have  however,  my  young  friends, 
thus  tar,  clear  dire&ions  whereby  to  guide 
yourfelves ;  and  if  you  are  fincerely  defirous 
to  approve  yourfelves  before  God  and  man. 


SERMON  X, 


you  will  put  a  check  upon  your  pleafurable 
purfuits  ;  and  examine  yourfelves,  with  regard 
to  thofe  purfuits,  by  the  plain  and  intelligible 
marks  which  have  been  here  laid  down  :  Nor 
will  you  ever  think  yourfelves  juftified  in  any 
indulgence  which  is  “  inconfillent  with  the 
whole  of  your  nature;  which  injures  either 
your  time  or  your  health,  your  fortune  or 
your  chara&er ;  or  which  incapacitates  you 
in  any  degree,  from  performing  the  duties 
of  indifpenfable  obligation  to  God  and  to 


man. 
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Think  not  that  while  your  Pleafures  are 
under  thefe  reftraints,  you  will  be  debarred 
from  all  fatisfadfions  and  amufements;  think 
not  that  thus  bound  by  the  laws  of  reafon  and 
religion,  you  muft  for  ever  bid  adieu  to 
cheerfulnefs  and  delight:  Believe  me,  vou 
will  find  quite  the  contrary  on  experience ; 
and  I  {hall  hope  to  point  out  to  you  in  the 
fequel  fuch  a  fund  of  true  and  fubftantial 
Pleafure,  as  will  not  only  infinitely  counter¬ 
balance  the  lofs  of  all  which  vice  in  its 
l^ayeft  moments  can  boaft,  but  fuch  as  will 
fhew  you  the  emptinefs  of  all  that  boaiting; 
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and  fatisfy  you  fully,  that  the  neared,  fureft 

road  to  the  manfion  of  true  PJeafure,  is 
through  the  temple  of  perfevering  Virtue. 
Yes,  my  young  triends,  Pleafure,  as  under 
the  guidance  of  virtue,  is  man’s  greated 
good  ;  as  Virtue  is  the  only  unerring  guide  to 
true  Pleafure  and  to  real  hap pineis.  The 
plained  arguments  of  reafon  fully  prove  that 
it  mud  be  fo;  God  hath  fo  condituted  man, 
that  he  can  arrive  at  happinefs  no  other  way, 
'and  the  bleded  religion  which  He  hath  in- 
ftituted  with  fuch  labour  of  love  fully  declares 
to  us,  that  piety  and  goodnefs  alone  can 
eitner  maice  us  happy  in  ourfelves,  or  recom¬ 
mend  us  to  the  favour  of  our  Redeemer  :  To 
come  to  him,  is  to  come  to  life  :  And  with 
wnat  reafon,  nature,  Goa  and  revelation  uni¬ 
formly  aeclare,  the  experience  of  man,  in  all 
places  and  in  all  ages,  combines  its  evidence; 
pronouncing  with  the  wife  King  of.  jfrael,  of 
al!  merely  animal  and  earthly  purfuits,  “  That 
they  are  vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit;'and 
that  to  fear  God  and  keep  his  command¬ 
ments,  as  it  is  the  whole  duty,  f0  it  is  thr* 
unquedionable  happinefs  of  man/5  '  '  : 

;  Vol.  II.  G  —  — 
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You  would  not  be  wifer  (my  young  friends) 
than  the  whole  race  of  men  who  have  gone 
before  you  3  you  would  not  a<5t  counter  to 
reafon,  nature,  God,  and  revelation  !  Think, 
if  you  fhould  unhappily  fo  a£t,  how  utterly 
without  excufe  you  will  be  before  men,  before 
God  !  how  bitterly,  how  grievoufly  felf-con- 
demn’d  in  the  end,  and  what  keen  reproaches 
you  muft  feel  in  the  awful  forum  of  impartial 
confcience ! 
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PART  II. 

f 

On  Pieafure. 

ECCLESIASTES  xi.  9. 

Rejoice,  0  yoiing  man,  in  thy  youth ,  and  let  thy 
heart  chear  thee  in  the  days  of  thy  youth  ;  and 
walk  in  the  ways  of  thy  heart ,  and  in  the 

fight  of  thine  eyes  : - But ,  know  thou ,  that 

for  aU  ihefe  things  God  will  bring  thee  into 
judgment. 

IT  has  been  advanced  by  Tome,  That 
Pieafure  is  not  only  the  great  end,  but 
the  main  principle  of  human  adions a 
pofition,  which,  if  Pieafure  be  rightly  un- 
derftood,  may,  doubtlefs,  well  be  allow’d  : 
For,  there  cannot  be  a  higher  teftimony  to  the 
goodnefs  and  love  of  the  great  Author  of  our 

being,  than  the  certain  affurance  we  have* 

>*  ^ 

that  in  all  his  difpenfations  towards  us,  he 
means  our  happinefs  only;  and  defires  us, 
with  parental  affedion,  to  walk  diligently  in 
the  way  of  duty,  becaufe  it  is  the  fure  way  to 
pleafantnefs  and  peace.  On  the  other  hand, 
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nothing  can  be  more  falfe  and  dedruQwe 
than  this  pofition,  if  Pleafure  be  ill-under- 
ftood,  and  as  fuch  immoderately  purfued. 
It  is  of  fuch  Pleafure  that  Solomon  fpeaks  in 
the  text,  and  of  which  he  pronounces  from 
his  own  fatal  experience,  That  the  end  of  it 
in  this  life  is  Vanity ;  the  confequence  in  the 
next,  Judgment! 

Willing,  therefore,  my  young  friends,  to 
guard  you  from  the  delufions  of  the  latter,  to 
fecure  to  you  the  happy  and  the  full  poffefiion 
of  the  former  5  I  propofed  to  confider  Plea¬ 
fure  in  the  general ;  and,  to  this  end,  the 
Nature,  and  the  Boundaries  of  true  Pleafure 
were  laid  down  in  the  lad  difcourfe  :  where  it 
was  (hewn,  that  no  Pleafure  can  be  true,  or 
worthy  of  a  wife  man’s  purfuit,  which  is 
not  agreeable  to  the  whole  of  our  nature,  or 
which  is  not  confident  with  our  moral  and  re¬ 
ligious  obligations :  particularly,  if  it  inter¬ 
feres  with,  or  prejudices  our  time,  our  for¬ 
tune,  our  health,  our  character,  or,  in  one 
word,  any  of  the  duties  which  we  owe  to 
God,  our  neighbour,  or  ourfelves :  It  is  a 
Pleafure  highly  unworthy  a  rational  being. 
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and  that  which  will  moil  certainly  defeat  the 
end  at  which  it  aims. 

Let  me  juft  obferve  further,  that  it  is  very 
poffible,  the  pleafure  may  be  extremely  dan¬ 
gerous,  and  cautioufly  to  be  fhunned,  which 
is  not  immediately  attended  with  any  of  the 
ill  effects  juft  enumerated  ;  for  though  it  may 
injure  us  in  none  of  thefe  particulars,  yet 
it  may  poftibly  tend  to  raife  and  inflame  the 
pafiions ;  more  eafily  kept  in  fubje£tiori, 

God  knows,  than  reduced  into  obedience, 
when  they  have  once  rifen  up  in  rebellion  and 
tyranny. 

There  is  nothing  to  which  a  wife  or  a 
good  man  will,  and  indeed  muft:  attend 
more,  if  he  would  preferve  the  character  of 
wifdom  and  goodnefs,  than  the  fubjedlion  of 
his  paftions ;  than  the  conftant  and  fteady 
government  of  his  inferior  appetites  and 
defires  :  For  he  is  well  convinc’d  how  pre¬ 
dominant  they  are,  if  once  indulg’d,  and  how 
difficult  to  be  reftrained,  if  the  reins  of 
gratification  are  once  thrown  on  their  necks. 

Beftdes,  he  will  at  all  times  conftder,  that 
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though  human  laws,  it  is  true,  take  cogni- 
fance  only  of  the  outward  a<ff,  the  laws  of 
Jefus  Quiff,  the  great  legiflator  of  the  heart, 
go  much  farther ;  and  eftimate,  with  ftridl 
propriety  of  juffice,  the  fecret  intention,  and 

the  inward  defire.  Confequently,  the  man 

* 

anxious  to  approve  himfelf  before  the  tribu¬ 
nal  of  this  foul-difcerning  Judge,  will  be  no 
lefs  cautious  to  preferve  the  purity,  and  inte¬ 
grity  of  the  heart,  the  abfolute  and  intire 
government  of  the  pafffons,  than  he  vyill  to 
abffain  from  the  overt-a£t,  and  the  criminal 
indulgence. 

On  this  account,  he  will  by  no  means 
ludge  that  Pleafure  innocent  or  lawful,  which, 
however  indifferent  or  harmlefs  it  may  be  to 
others,  raifes  a  tumult  in  his  foul ;  fets  on 
fire  his  paffions,  and  endangers  the  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  his  future  life,  by  the  proba¬ 
bility  it  affords,  that  the  tyrant  appetites  may 
dethrone  and  captivate  the  lawful  monarch 
Rea  ifon. 

In  this  cafe,  it  is  true,  every  perfon  muff 
4n  a  great  meafure judge  for  himfelf :  Natures* 
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tempers,  and  difpofitions  vary  :  The  fleg- 
matic,  the  cold,  and  the  dull  may  walk 
with  fafety,  where  the  rapid,  the  warm,  and 
the  lively  would  fall  into  deftrudtion.  How¬ 
ever,  as  the  paflions  of  youth  in  general,  are 
warm  and  inflammable  enough,  it  may  he  a 
caution  well  deferving  their  ferious  attention, 
to  avoid  all  thofe  pleafures  which  are  likely 
to  enkindle  their  paflions ;  well  afcertaiivd 
that  in  their  {late  of  life,  fuch  Pleafures  muft 
be  peculiarly  dangerous,  when  reafon  hath 
not  yet  attained  its  perfedl  Rate,  and  the  paf- 
fions  are  in  full  ftrength  and  power;  willing, 
as  it  were,  to  tyrannize  the  more,  during 
the  minority  of  Reafon  their  Sovereign. 

An  additional  argument  to  enforce  this 
caution,  may  be  drawn  from  the  meannefs, 
and  the  misfortune  of  a  fubjcdfion  to  the 
paflions;  of  a  life  fpent  in  the  mere  grati¬ 
fications  of  fenfe.  This  is  an  argument 
upon  which  I  would  expatiate  a  little;  pro- 
pofing  to  {hew,  from  various  reafons,  how 
unworthy,  how  much  beneath  man’s  dignity 
and  his  charadter,  and  how  fhort  of  the  end 
/at  which  he  aims,  is  the  indulgence  in  fenfual 
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I  Jeafures.  I  o  fay  that  God  has  not  annexed! 
fjl&h  fat  is  fad  ion  to  the  indulgence  of  the 
animal  appetites,  would  be  to  contradict  na¬ 
ture  and  fact:  Fie  has  annex’d  high  fatis- 
ta  chons,  and  tnat  for  the  wifeft  and  belt 
leafons ,  and  it  is  a  ftriking  inftance  of  his 
paternal  care  and  goodnefs,  that  thefe  fatis- 
fadhons  are  always  receiv’d  in  the  higheft 
degree,  when,  in  fubferviency  to  their  pro¬ 
per  ends,  the  appetites  are  kept  under  due 
dominion  ;  Excefs  in  any  of  them,  naturally 
and  neceffarily  defeating  their  purpofe,  and 
occafioning  pain  and  trouble,  inflead  of  real 
gratification. 

This  is  wifely  ordained  by  the  great  God  of 
our  being,  as  if  it  were  to  remind  us  of  the 
dignity  of  our  nature,  and  to  call  us  to  affert 
that  dignity:  For,  certainly,  the  purfuit  of 
thofe  fenfual  Pleafures,  which  are  entirely 
animal,  which  belong  to  us  in  common  with 
the  animal  world,  which  are  defign’d  merely 
to  keep  up  and  continue  animal  exigence, 
and  in  the  enjoyment  of  which,  the  animals, 
probably,  have  very  much  the  fuperiority  over 
man  5  Certainly,  the  purfuit  of  fuch  Plea- 
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fures  is  infinitely  beneath  the  chara&er  and 
the  dignity  of  a  creature,  vvhofe  animal  and 
inferior  part  is  but  the  prifon  of  a  divine  and 
immortal  foul ;  ordained  to  fhare  the  inheri¬ 
tance  ol  angels,  while  the  body  moulders  in 
corruption,  and  returns  to  its  original  duft. 

Lives  there  a  man,  who  would  wifh  to 
give  up  this  glorious  birth-right  ?  To  be,  and 
to  be  efteemed  an  animal  only  ? — All  body 
and  no  foul  ?  Born  to  breathe  out  a  fhort 
miferable  exigence  in  this  world,  and  then  to 
rot  and  be  loft  for  ever,  amidft  worms  and 
corruption? - Tet  Rich  a  man  indulge  his 

w  * 

ienfual  appetites  ;  let  him  eat  and  drink,  for 
to-morrow  he  dies  !  But  you  (my  young 
friends)  triumphant  in  the  pofleflion  of  an 
immortal  foul,  labour  continually  to  aflert 
and  maintain  the  dominion  of  that  foul. 
'Your  high,  your  true  dignity  is,  that  you  are 
made  in  the  image  and  fimilitude  of  God  ; 
ions  of  reafon,  or  holinefs,  of  immortality, 
/ours  are  the  glorious,  the  rational  hopes  of 
an  eiCinity,  gratified  with  ail  the  bleftings  of 
knowledge,  purity,  and  love  !  Can  you  then 
conceive  a  meaner  or  more  defpicable  choice 
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than  that,  which  gives  up  thefe  ineftimabk 
hopes,  for  the  fordid  gratifications  of  appetite 
and  fenfe  ?  Wretched  Efau  !  what  a  figure 
does  he  make  in  the  annals  of  time,  and 
the  eftimate  of  wifdom,  who,  for  a  miferable 
mefs  of  pottage,  transferred  the  benefits  of 
his  birth- right  to  his  brother  !■ — Ye  far  more 
wretched  Efaus,  who  fell  your  heavenly  birth¬ 
right  for  the  poor  and  paltry  indulgences  of 
the  flefh;  ye  thoughtlefs  and  unhappy  men, 
who  live  merely  to  gratify  thofe  appetites,  in 
which  your  fellow- commoners  of  the  plains  fo 
much  excel  you  !  O  think  what  you  will 
appear  in  the  eftimate  of  Eternal  Wifdom,  ex¬ 
changing  immortality  and  glo.ry  for  fenfe  and 
forrow  !  Enjoy  the  good  things  that  are  pre- 
fent  ;  fill  yourielves  with  coftiy  wine  and 
ointments ;  let  none  of  you  go  without  his 
part  of  your  voluptuoufnefs ;  for  this  is  your 
portion,  and  this  is  your  lot  *  -But  know, 
that  for  ail  thefe  things  God  will  bring  you 
into  judgment. 

Indeed,  there  is  almoft  no  neceflity  for  a 
divine  judgment  with  refpecl  to  thefe  things ; 

*  Wifd.  ii.  7—9. 
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fo  defpicably  miferable  are  they  in  themfeves, 
fo  fraught  with  poifon  and  (lings  of  their 
own,  to  punifh  and  deftroy  !  Confider  only 
how  fhort,  at  the  bed,  how  tranfitory  and 
pafling  is  the  moment  of  a£lual  enjovment  in 
every  fenfual  gratification  ;  and  how  fmall  a 
portion  of  time,— compared  with  that  employ¬ 
ed  in  preparation,  in  planning  and  deviling 
fchemes  of  iniquitous  voluptuoufnefs,  and  in 
fad  and  painful  reflexions  upon  thofe  fchemes, 
when  completed  even  to  the  utmoft  wifh  of 
the  unhappy  devifer ; — how  fmall  a  portion, 
compared  with  the  pad,  and  the  future,  re¬ 
mains,  a  poor  pittance  for  the  adlual  indul¬ 
gence.  Call  to  the  bar  of  reafon  and  re- 
fle&ion  the  epicure,  the  drunkard,  or  the 
libertine ;  and  let  them,  in  the  fober  moments 
of  calm  retrofpection,  declare,  how  very  fmall 
a  portion  of  time  thofe  pleafures  have  en- 
g roll’d,  which  have  engaged  fo  much  folliei- 
tuce  in  purfuit,  and  which  are  attended  with 
fo  many  and  tedious  diftrefTes  in  confequence  i 
which,  fo  far  from  refreflimg,  cheering,  and 
comforting  the  mind  on  review,  will  either 
pear  no  reflection  at  all,  or  obtrude  refle£lions 
of  the  mod  painful  fort.  This  is  another  flrik- 
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ing  particular  to  fhew  us  the  vanity,  and  the 
evil  of  fenfual  Pleafures ;  they  will  not  bear 
reflection  !  And,  when  half  the  fatisfa&ion 
of  human  life  confifts  in  reflection,  pleafing 
reflection  on  the  pail, — fweet  and  foothing 
introducer  of  comfortable  hopes  and  expecta¬ 
tions  for  the  future ; — what  vain  and  thought- 
lefs  prodigals  mutt  they  be,  who  purfue  fuch 
Pleafures,  as  will  at  once  deftroy  the  power 
of  reflection  on  the  pad,  and  damp  every 
hope  of  delight  from  the  future? 

But,  the  truth  is,  merely  fenfual  Pleafures 
have  confequences  more  afteCting  than  thefe ; 
and  it  would  be  well  indeed,  if  their  worth 
effeCt  was,  that  they  would  bear  no  reflection  ! 
Happy  indeed  would  it  be  for  the  devotee 
to  thofe  Pleafures,  if  a  total  annihilation  of 
thought  could  take  place ;  if,  after  the  fhort, 
the  momentary  indulgence,  a  perfeCf  oblivion 
could  fhroud  the  foul  deeds  in  eternal  dark- 
nefs  ! — Howahrminar  aconfiderati  >n !  for  muff 

O 

not  thofe  needs  be  worthy  Pleafures,  whole 
utmoft  praife,  whofe  utmofr  merit  is,  that  to 
'  be  forgotten  foon  as  enjoy'd,  would  give  to 
man  the  moft  fubftantial  comfort  ? 

k.  * 
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2ut,  alas  !  this  negative  felicity  can  never 
be  allowed  to  the  purfuits  of  paflion.  They 
cannot  be  forgotten  ;  they  will  bear  no  chear- 
ing  reflection,  no  retrofpeX  delightful  to  the 
human  thought ;  but,  they  will  force  upon  that 
thought  a  thoufand  keen  remonftratices,  fuf- 
iicient  to  murder  all  repofe,  and  mar  all  the 
felicity  which  they  have  fo  fondly  proffer’d  to 
their  deluded  votaries.  The  reafon  is  obvi¬ 
ous  :  God  and  nature  have  defign’d  that 
man’s  true  Pleafure  fliould  proceed  from  his 
nobler  part,  the  Soul;  that  foul  is  utterly 
paflive  at  leaft,  in  merely  fenfual  indulgences  " 
it  is  the  animal  only,  it  is  the  earthly  body, 
which  predominates  and  direXs  in  thefe. 
The  foul,  fuperior  in  her  views,  fits  as  a 
captive,  indignant  in  her  chains,  refufing  her 
concurrence,  and  continually  upbraiding  her 
tyrant  for  the  fervitude  file  fuffers.  Hence 
thefe  keen  reflexions,  hence  thofe  pangs  of 
confcience,  that  torment  of  the  mind,  which 
the  guilty  fenfual  funer,  and  which  every 
human  creature  muff  fufrer,  who  would 
make  his  animal  and  inferior  nature  a  Have 
to  that  godlike  principle  of  reafon  and  im¬ 
mortality  which  he  has  derived  from  God, 
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and  which,  properly  improv'd,  will  advance 
him  even  to  the  throne  of  that  God  himfelfi 
For  he  that  overcometh,  fays  the  great  in- 
fpirer  of  our  hopes,  fliall  fit  down  with  me 
upon  my  throne;  even  as  I  alfo  overcame, 
and  am  fet  down  with  my  Father  on  his 
throne.” 

It  almofl:  degrades  our  reafon,  to  think  that 
arguments  are  neceffary  to  prove  the  crimi¬ 
nality,  the  abfurdity,  the  bafenefs  of  merely 
fenfual  p’urfuits  :  Alas !  that  the  too  general 
condudf  of  mankind  fhould  prove  thofe  argu*i 
ments  neither  improper  or  unnecefFary* 
But  if  thofe  already  urg’d  are  not  fufficient, 
let  us  ftiil  go  further,  and  remark,  that  thefe 
Pieafures,  like  the  poor  bodies  which  are 
the  feat  of  them,  will  not  only  perifh  and 
leave  us;  but  (which  is  a  circumflance  of 
them  peculiarly  grievous)  they  are  often 
found  to  leave  the  bodies  themfelves  even 
in  this  life  ;  it  being  nothing  uncommon  for 
the  power  of  gratifying  the  fenfual  appetites 
utterly  to  be .  withdrawn,  while,  horrible 
curfe  !  the  fierce  and  impotent  defire  ftill 
remains  to  torture  and  to  punilh  ! 

i 
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For,  herein  again,  as  in  every  particular, 
we  may  note  the  wife  and  providential  difpo- 
iition  of  God ;  who  hath  fo  conftituted  our 
nature,  that  while  the  regular  and  allowed 
gratification  of  its  inferior  pafiions,  is  at¬ 
tended  with  great  and  ample  fatisfadion,  and 
never  is  known  to  occafion  either  pain  or 
decay ;  the  unallow’d  gratification  of  thofe 
pafiions  not  only  falls  fliort  of  its  end,  by  in¬ 
troducing  numberlefs  evils  and  difquietudes 
both  .to  body  and  mind,  but  very  frequently 
enfeebles,  or  totally  deftroys  the  very  power 
of  gratification. 

And,  of  all  pitiable  objeds  beneath  the' 
fun,  imagination  furely  cannot  pidure  forth 
to  itfelf  an  objed  fo  pitiable  as  the  man,  who, 
ignorant  of  every  Pieafure  but  the  fordid  ones 
of  fenfe,  hath  run  fo  fall  his  mad  career,  in 
the  vile  fervice  of  thofe  Pleafures,  that  he 
hath  outftripp’d,  as  it  were,  and  left  lagging 
behind,  the  enfeebled  powers  of  his  nature 
and  conflitution  ;  and,  burnt  up  with  fierce 
defire,  looks  with  the  keen  torment  of  bitter 
xefledion,  on  the  fenfualift  once  wallowing 
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in  the  mire  of  foul  indulgence,  the  miferabld 
fenfualift  which  he  once  was  ! 


Oh,  my  young  friends,  would  you  efcaps 
the  horrors  of  fuch  a  defpicable  ftate,  learn  in 
early  youth  to  keep  the  rein  upon  your  in¬ 
ferior  defires  :  Refolve  to  give  reafon  the  rule, 
and  firmly  eftablifti  the  dominion  of  the  foul 
over  appetite  and  fenfe.  For,  though  it  is 
fcarce  to  be  conceived  that  there  can  be  an 
objeCt  more  miferable,  than  the  man  incapaci¬ 
tated  to  gratify  his  paflions,  while  ftill  curs'd 
with  the  defire  to  do  fo  ;  yet,  this  mifery  is 
frequently  augmented  by  many  fevere  and 
ao-oravating  circumftances  :  Some  of  them. 

O  vZ3  O 

arifing  from  the  poignancy  of  that  reflection, 
and  the  fcorpicm  flings  of  that  confcience, 
which  we  fpoke  of  before;  circumftances, 
edg’d  no  doubt  with  a  peculiar  keennefs  by 
the  juft  vengeance  of  heaven,  in  order  to 
convince  the  man,  fo  long  a  mere  flave  to 
his  body,  that  he  has  not  a  body  only : 
Thefe  torments  prove  feelingly  that  he  has 
a  foul. 
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But,  befides  thefe,  even  the  body  itfelf, 
that  poor  periling  fyftem  of  clay,  which  he 
hath  fo  pamper’d,  fed  and  nourilh’d ;  which 
he  hath  fo  indulged,  with  all  the  defires  of  its 
kindred  brutes;  that  body,  which  he  hath 
made  the  inftrument  of  all  his  unworthy 
purluits  and  defires;  Even  that  very  body,  as 
if  reverting  againft  its  abufe,  as  if,  in  combi¬ 
nation  with  the  foul,  to  teach  man  better  wif- 
dom,  and  to  aiTert  the  high  prerogative  of  his 
nature  ;  even  that  very  body  will,  by  fevered 
difeafes  and  acuteft  pains,  convidt  the  man, 
that  the  unreftrained  gratification  of  fenfual 
Pleafures,  was  never  defign’d  for  him  ;  and 
that  the  certain  confequence  of  fuch  PJea- 
fure  is  no  lefs  the  debilitation  and  deftrudlion 
of  the  animal,  than  it  is  the  difgrace,  and 

will  be  the  eternal  punilhment  of  the  rational 
nature  ! 

For,  it  has  been  well,  and  very  reafonably 
piefumed,  that  the  paffions  which  men  en¬ 
courage,  and  the  principles  which  they  have 
imbibed,  and  made  the  ruling  ones  of  their 
iives,  will  not  only  continue  with  them  in  a 
ftate  of  future  exiftence,  but  continue  in  that 
VOL.  II,  .  H 
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Rate,  if  evil,  to  be  their  chief  tormentors. 
For  the  foundation  of  hell  is  certainly  laid 
even  here,  in  men’s  own  depraved  difpofitions 
and  habits :  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  a 
miraculous  change  fhall  be  wrought  upon 
them  at  death :  Such  as  they  depart  out  of 
this  world,  fuch  muft  they  enter  into  the 
next :  And  in  this  view,  how  eafy  ts  it  to 
conceive  the  horrible,  the  inexpreffible  tor¬ 
ture  men  muft  fuffer  from  the  tyranny  and 
dominion  of  thofe  paffions,  which,  for  ever 
incapable  of  gratification,  muft  remain,  like 
vultures  gnawing  at  the  heart  ! 

It  may  perhaps  be  faid,  that  this  reafoning 
Isolds  with  lefs  force  in  regard  to  merely 
fcnfual  appetites  and  paffions,  than  any 
other;  for,  as  they  owe  their  exiftence  to 
%he  body,  fo  with  the  death  of  that  body  it 
*  may  be  prefumed  that  they  will  ado  die  and 
be  done  away :  But  this  reafoning  will  not 
hold,  on  many  accounts,  fince  the  fubjechon  of 
the  foul  to  the  body,  in  the  firft  place,  tends 
wreatly  to  fenfualize  the  foul  itfelf  ;  to  degrade 
its  ideas,  and  to  render  it  earthly,  mean,  and 
bafe ;  fince,  again,  no  man  can  fo  purfue 
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merely  animal  propenfities,  as  not  to  engage, 
ahd  at  length  totally  to  immerge  and  defile 
the  foul  with  them ;  for  fo  clofe  is  the  union 
of  cur  natures,  that  however  the  one  may 
awhile  oppofe  the  other,  yet,  fo  painful  and 
diffatisfadory  is  the  ftruggle,  that  it  will  cer¬ 
tainly  at  length  fubfide ;  and  the  nature, 
whether  animal  or  rational,  to  which  we  give 
the  preference,  will  affuredly  bring  the  other 
to  a  confent  and  concurrence  with  it.  Be- 
iuies,  fenfual  Pleafures,  and  the  indulgence 
animal  paflions,  have  fo  natural  and 
neceftary  a  tendency  to  abforb  every  noble 
faculty  and  fentiment  in  the  foul,  that  it  is 
eafy  to  conceive  the  powers  of  that  foul  not 
only  abforb’d  in  brutifh  fenfuality,  but  loft  at 
once  to  every  thing  great  and  good,  while 
every  thing  worthlefs  and  abominable  fprings 
up  in  the  rank,  uncultivated  foil. 

■tor,  inch  is  the  nature  of  man,  that  as 
inQ  ftudious  and  diligent  culture  even  of  one 
Virtue  neceflarily  improves  and  meliorates  the 
reft;  fo,  with  refped  to  Vice,  fuffer  but  one 
to  grow  rampant  and  luxuriant  in  the  foul, 
and,  like  a  baneful  weed,  it  will  ftied  its  poi- 
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fonous  influence  around,  deftroy  the  growth 

of  every  thing  falutary  near  it,  and  fuffer 
only  weeds  and  poifon,  like  itfelf,  to  fpread 

and  flourilh. 

The  truth  is,  you  may  as  well  expedt  the 
man  of  Religion  and  Virtue  to  allow  hirafelf 
in  the  rnoft  vicious  practices,  as  for  the  Sen- 
fualift,  the  Slave  to  his  Paflions,  to  cultivate 
Virtue  in  his  heart  ;  or,  while  he  indulges  his 
appetites,  to  be  improving  his  rational  and 
divine  nature :  So  that,  to  the  other  evils  at¬ 
tending  the  indulgence  of  the  Paflions,  this 
may  be  added,  that  were  not  this  indulgence 
criminal  in  itfelf,  contrary  to  the  laws,  and 
moil:  certainly  fubjedting  us  to  the  juff  judg¬ 
ment  of  our  Redeemer,  yet  would  it  afluredly 
fubjedi  us  to  that  judgment;  yet  would  it 
afluredly  be  criminal,  and  attended  with  the 
moR  fatal  confequences  to  our  eternal  wel¬ 
fare;  in  that  it  utterly  precludes  all  moral 
improvement,  and  incapacitates  for  that  puri¬ 
fication  and  holinefs  of  heart,  without  which, 
we  are  informed,  no  man  {hall  fee  God  ! 

More  than  this  need  not  be  offered  to  con¬ 
vince  you,  my  young  friends,  of  the  meannefs, 
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the  finfulnefs,  the  many  and  certain  ill  con- 
lecjUciices  to  your  prefent  and  future  peaee^ 
which  muft  follow  an  indulgence  in  fenfual 
Plealures;  Pleafures,  which  belong  to  one 
part  of  your  nature  only,  and  that  infinitely 
the  loweft ;  Pleafures  common  to  you  with 
the  animals,  and  perhaps  (as  they  are  animals 
only)  iucn  as  they  enjoy  much  more  than 
man,  whole  rational  nature  places  him  fo  far 
above  thefe  fenfual  fordid  gratifications.  And 
yet,  what  a  reproach  to  reafon  ! — Man  even 
in  thefe  low  and  beflial  purfuits,  runs  riot  in 
fcandalous  excefs,  unknown  to  the  animals 
themfelves  ! 

But  further  than  this,  thefe  Pleafures  are 
fhort  and  palling;  bear  no  reflexion  or  re¬ 
view;  are  accompanied  with  the  fevereft  re- 
proaches  of  mind,  often  with  the  acuteft 
pains  and  torments  of  body;  and  the  fad 
total  of  the  whole  account  at  the  end  is, 
a  foul  alienated  for  ever  from  its  God,  and 
deftined  to  pafs  an  eternity  of  defpair  amidft 
all  the  horrors  of  felf-condemnation  *, 

•  See  by  at]  means  the  fine  paffages  of  Cicero,  on  Pieafure, 
in  his  Treatife  on  Old  Age.  Sett.  12,  &c.  Edit,  Olivet. 
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Are  not  all  thefe  arguments  fufficient  to 
raife  in  your  fouls  (my  young  friends)  a  tho¬ 
rough  indignation  at,  and  a  firm  refolve  to 
guard  againft,  the  tyranny  of  thofe  fenfual 
paftions,  which  will  workfuch  woe,  and  bring 
down  fuch  deftruction  upon  their  deluded  and 
abandoned  devotees  ? 

You  cannot  have  fo  little  tafte  for  genuine 
Pleafure,  you  cannot  have  fo  little  femiment 
for  true  honour,  you  cannot  have  fo  little 
prudence  for  your  own  interefts,  your  own 
moil:  important  interefts  in  time  and  eternity, 
as  to  enftave  yourfelves  to  this  vile  tyranny  ; 
as  to  degrade  your  rational  and  immortal 
nature  beneath  that  of  the  beafts  which  perifh  ; 
as  to  leave  the  food  of  angels,  and  to  feed 
upon  hulks  with  fwine ;  as  to  deftroy  all 
your  own  precious  hopes  and  expectations  in 
this  life,  as  to  deftroy  all  the  fond  hopes  and 
expectations  of  thofe  who  are  felicitous  for 
your  welfare,  as  to  deftroy  all  thofe  hopes 
in  future  life,  which  are  the  peculiar  prero¬ 
gative  and  diftinguifhing  glory  of  man:  As, 
in  fhort,  to  live  the  life  of  animals  on  earth. 


SERMON  X, 


and  to  become  the  companions  of  devils 
hereafter :  And  this,  all  this  for  the  poor, 
palling,  ruinous  indulgence  of  appetites, 
which,  however  they  may  fparkle  in  the  glafs, 
in  the  end,  bite  like  a  ferpent,  and  fling  like 
an  adder. 

Our  next  difcourfes  will  verify  thefe  general 
remarks ;  for  we  will  give  inflances  of  fome 
fenfual  Pleafures,  which,  however  commonly 
purfued,  will  appear  to  be  fatally  productive 

of  every  evil  confequence  we  have  here  enu- 

.  / 

merated. 

And  when  this  fhall  be  found  to  be  the  cafe, 
let  me  earneflly  intreat  that  you  will  care¬ 
fully  flore  up  thefe  confiderations  in  your 
minds :  Man,  in  general,  but  youth  in  parti¬ 
cular,  hath  no  enemy  fo  great,  as  the  enemy 
within  ;  the  depraved  and  flrong  paflions  of  - 
his  fallen  nature.  Nor  hath  religion  any 
work  more  important,  and  perhaps  more 
difficult,  than  the  duly  regulating,  and  pro¬ 
perly  governing  thofe  paflions.  it  will  cer¬ 
tainly  tend  to  facilitate  this  important  work, 
if  you  are  juftly  feniible  of  its  difficulties*  and? 

H  4 
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ol’  the  imminent  clangers  which  attend  its 
negled ;  and  nothing  can  make  you  more 
lenfible  hereof,  than  a  right  knowledge  and 
conftant  remembrance  of  the  innumerable 
and  deftrucfive  evils,  which  attend  the  in¬ 
dulgence  of  your  paffions. 

Keep  this  ever  in  view,  and  I  dare  pro¬ 
nounce,  that  through  the  grace  of  God,  you 
will  fail  clear,  (my  young  friends)  nor  be 
fhipwreck  d  on  thofe  rocks,  where  fo  many 
of  the  hopeful  and  amiable  have  unhappily 
been  loft.  And  though  the  violent  gales  of 
domineering  paftion  may  chance  to  blow  you 
tranfverfe  j  though  your  vefiel  may  be  endan¬ 
ger’d,  or  even  fuller  fomething  in  the  ftorm  ; 
yet  fear  not ;  A  conftant  eye  to  your  princi¬ 
ples  will  guide  you  aright  ;  nor  will  it  be 
poUible  that  reafon  and  virtue  fhould  ever 
totally  fink  and  be  loft  in  your  hearts,  if 
once  clearly  convinc’d,  you  ever  retain  a  juft: 
and  feeling  remembrance  of  this  truth  ;  “  That 
the  paffions,  however  good  fervants,  are  cruel 
and  tyrannical  lords ;  which  never  fail  to  keep 
their  fiaves  in  miferabk,  painful  and  diftrefs- 
ful  captivity,  and  in  the  end  to  plunge  them 
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into  the  black  and  horrible  dungeons  of  re- 
morfe  and  defpair.” 

Anecdotes  refpedling  Pleafure. 

1.  The  following  pourtrait  of  vicious  Plea¬ 
fure  is  given  by  an  ingenious  writer,  after  the 
manner  or  Plato,  Pleafure,  fays  he,  is  a 
beautiful  harlot  fitting  in  her  chariot,  whofe 
four  wheels  are  pride,  gluttony,  luft  and 
idlenefs.  "1  he  two  horfes  are  profperity  and 
abundance  ;  the  two  drivers  are  indolence  and 
fecurity  :  Her  attendants  and  followers  are 
guilt,  grief,  late  repentance  (if  any)  and  often 
death  and  ruin.  Many  great  men,  many 
ftrong  men,  many  rich  men,  many  hopeful 
men,  and  many  young  men  have  come  to 
their  end  by  her,  but  never  any  enjoyed  full 
and  true  content  by  means  of  her.” 

2.  The  excellence  of  the  noble  allegory 
fubjoi  n  d  is  fuch,  as  to  afford  hopes  that  it  may 
ftana  as  an  apology  for  its  length  ;  it  was 
originally  written  by  an  old  Author,  named  ' 
Prodicus,  but  recommended  and  embellifhed 
bj.  Socrates  j  and  has  lately  been  honoured  by 
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elegant  tranflations  into  Englifh  verfe  It 
is  a  defcription  of  Virtue  and  Pleafure  making 
their  court  to  Hercules,  under  the  appearance 
of  two  beautiful  women.  cc  When  Hercules, 
lays  the  venerable  moralift,  was  in  that  part 
of  his  youth,  in  which  it  was  natural  for  him 
to  conhder  what  courfe  of  life  he  ought  to 
purfue,  he  one  day  retired  into-  a  defart, 
where  the  filence  and  folitude  of  the  place 
very  much  favoured  his  meditations.  As  he 
was  mufing  on  his  prelent  condition,  and  very 
much  perplexed  in  himfelf  on  the  (date  of  life 
he  fhould  choofe,  he  faw  two  women  of  a 
larger  fhiture  than  ordinary,  approaching 
towards  him*  One  of  them  had  a  very  noble 
air,  and  graceful  deportment ;  her  beauty 
was  natural  and  eafy,  her  perfon  clean  and 
unfpotted,  her  eyes  caff  towards  the  ground 
with  2n  agreeable  referve ;  her  motion  and 
behaviour  full  of  modefty,  and  her  raiment 
white  as  fnow.  The  other  had  a  great  deal 
of  Health  and  Floridnefs  in  her  countenance, 
which  '{he  had  helped  with  an  artificial 
colouring,  and  endeavoured  to  appear  more 
than  ordinarily  graceful  in  her  mein,  by 

*  See  Sermon  iith,  part  2,  at  the  beginning.. 
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a  mixture  of  affectation  in  all  her  geffures. 
She  had  a  wonderful  confidence  and  affurance 
in  her  looks,  and  all  the  variety  of  colours  in 
her  drefs,  that  fhe  thought  were  the  moffc 
proper  to  fhew  her  complexion  to  an  advan¬ 
tage.  She  caff  her  eyes  upon  herfelf,  then 
turned  them  on  thofe  who  were  prefent,  to 
fee  how  they  liked  her,  and  often  looked  on 
the  figure  fhe  made  in  her  own  fhadow. 
Upon  her  nearer  approach  to  Hercules,  fhe 
ffepped  before  the  other  lady  (who  came  for¬ 
ward  with  a  regular  compofed  carriage)  and 
running  up  to  him,  accoffed  him  after  the 
following  manner  :  “  My  dear  Hercules,  I 
find  you  are  very  much  divided  in  your  own 
thoughts  upon  the  way  of  life  that  you  ought 
to  choofe.  Be  my  friend  and  follow  me. 
I’ll  lead  you  into  the  poffeilion  of  pleafure, 
and  out  of  the  reach  of  pain,  and  remove  you 
from  all  the  noife  and  difquietude  of  bufinefs. 
The  affairs  either  of  war  or  peace  {hall  have 
no  power  to  diffurb  you.  Your  whole  em¬ 
ployment  fliall  be  to  make  your  life  eafy,  and 
to  entertain  every  fenfe  with  its  proper  grati¬ 
fication.  Sumptuous  tables,  beds  of  rofes, 
clouds  of  perfumes,  concerts  of  mufick, 
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crowds  of  beauties,  are  all  in  a  readinefs  to 
receive  you  :  Come  along  with  me  into  this 
region  of  delights,  this  world  of  Pleafure,  and 
bid  farewell  for  ever  to  care,  to  pain,  to 
buhners.” — -Hercules,  hearing  the  fair  in- 
viter  talk  after  this  manner,  interrupted  her  a 
moment  to  inquire  her  name  :  To  which  {he 
anfwered,  44  My  friends,  and  thofe  who  are 
well  acquainted  with  me,  call  me  happiness  ; 
but  my  enemies,  and  thofe  who  wrould  injure 
my  reputation,  have  given  me  the  name  of 
pleasure. By  this  time  the  other  lady 
was  come  up,  who  addreifed  herfelf  to  the 
young  hero  in  a  very  different  manner* 
44  Hercules,  Paid  fhe,  I  offer  myfelf  to  you, 
becaufe  I  know  you  are  defcended  from  the 
gods,  and  give  proofs  of  that  defcent  by 
your  love  to  virtue,  and  application  to  the 
ftudies  proper  for  yoirr  age.  This  makes  me 
hope  you  will  gain  both  for  yourfelf  and  me 
an  immortal  reputation.  But  before  I  invite 
you  into  my  fociety  and  friendfhip,  I  will  be 
open  and  fincere  with  you,  and  muff  lay 
down  this  as  an  eftablifhed  truth,  That  there 
is  nothing  truly  valuable  w’hich  can  be  pur- 
chafed  without  pains  or  labour.  The  gods 


SERMON  X. 


IO9 

have  fet  a  price  upon  every  real  and  noble 
Pleafure.  If  you  would  gain  the  favour  of 
the  Deity,  you  mull  be  at  the  pains  of  wor- 
lhipping  Him ;  if  the  friendfhip  of  good  men, 
you  mufl  jfludy  to  oblige  them  ;  if  you  would 
be  honoured  by  your  country,  you  mufl:  take 
care  to  ferve  it:  In  fhort,  if  you  would  be 
eminent  in  war  or  peace,  you  mufl:  become 
mailer  of  all  the  qualifications  that  can  make 
you  fo.  Thefe  are  the  only  terms  and  con¬ 
ditions  upon  which  I  can  propofe  happinefs.” 
Here  (continues  the  fabulift)  the  goddefs  of 
pleasure  broke  in  upon  the  difeourfe; 
“  You  fee,  Hercules,  by  her  own  confeflion, 
that  the  way  to  her  Pleafure  is  long  and  dif¬ 
ficult  ;  whereas  that  which  I  propofe  is  fhort 
and  eafy  Alas  l”  returned  the  other 

amiab’e  figuie  (whofe  vifage  glowed  with  a 
paflion  ma  e  up  of  fcorn  and  pity)  “  what 
are  the  Pleasures  you  propofe  ! — To  eat  be¬ 
fore  you  are  hungry  ;  to  drink  before  you  are 
atnirfl ;  to  fleep  before  you  are  tired  ;  to  gra¬ 
tify  appetites  before  they  are  raifed,  and  to 
raife  fuch  appetites  as  nature  never  planted  ? 
You  never  heard  the  moil  delicious  mulick, 
whicn  is,  tne  praife  of  one’s  felf ;  nor  favv 


the  mofl  beautiful  objedl,  which  is,  the  work 
of  one’s  own  hands.  Your  votaries  pafs  away 
their  youth  in  a  dream  of  miftaken  Pleafures, 
while  they  are  hoarding  up  anguifh,  torment, 
and  remorfe  for  old  age.  As  for  me,  I  am 
the  friend  of  Gods,  and  of  good  men ;  ari 
agreeable  companion  to  the  artifan,  an 
houfliold  guardian  to  the  fathers  of  families, 
a  patron  and  protestor  of  fervants,  an  afi'ociate 
in  all  true  and  generous  friendfbips.  The 
banquets  of  my  votaries  are  never  cofidy,  but 
always  delicious;  for  none  eat  or  drink  at 
them  who  are  not  invited  by  hunger  and 
thirft :  Their  {lumbers  are  found,  and  their 
waking  hours  are  chearful.  My  young  men 
have  the  pleafure  of  hearing  themfelves  praifed 
by  thofe  who  are  in  years ;  and  they  who 
are  in  years  of  being  honoured  by  thofe  who 
are  young.  In  a  word,  my  followers  are 
favoured  by  the  gods,  beloved  by  their  ac¬ 
quaintances,  efteemed  by  their  country,  and, 
after  the  clofe  of  their  labours  honoured  by 

pofterity,  and  received  up  into  heaven.” - - 

Here  fays  the  Mythologift,  they  ended  :  We 
know  by  the  account  we  have  of  the  life  of 
this  memorable  heroe  in  ancient  Itory,  to 


which  of  thefe  two  fair  advocates  he  gave  up 
his  heart.  And,  I  believe  every  one  who 
read-  this  will  do  him  the  juftice  to  approve 
his  choice  of  Virtue,  in  preference  to  voiup- 
tuoufnefs  and  vicious  indulgence. 

3.  cc  There  is  not,  fays  Mr.  Addifon,  a 
common  faying  which  has  a  better  turn  of 
fenfe  in  it,  than  what  we  often  hear  in  the 
mouths  of  the  vulgar,46  Thatcuftom  is  afecond 
nature.”  Dr.  Plot,  in  his  hiffory  of  Stafford- 
fhire,  tells  us  of  an  Idiot,  who  chancing  to 
live  within  the  found  of  a  clock,  and  always: 
amufing  himfelf  with  counting  the  hour  of 
the  day  whenever  it  ftruck,  the  clock  being 
fpoiled  by  fome  accident,  the  Idiot  con¬ 
tinued  to  ffrike  and  count  the  hour  without 
the  help  of  it,  in  the  fame  manner  as  he  had 
done  when  it  was  intire.  Though  I  dare  not 
vouch  for  the  truth  of  this  ffory,  it  is  very 
certain  that  cuftom  has  a  mechanical  effect 
upon  the  body,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  has  a 
very  extraordinary  influence  on  the  mind, 
and  a  wonderful  efficacy  in  making  every* 
thing  pleafant  to  us.  ’Tis  very  obfervable, 
for  inftance,  how  our  delight  ill  any  partial- 
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lar  ftudy,  art  or  fcience,  rifes  and  improves  in 
proportion  to  the  application  which  we  beftow 
upon  it.  Thus  what  was  at  firft  an  exercife, 
becomes  at  length  an  entertainment ;  our  em¬ 
ployments  are  changed  into  our  diverfion  : 
The  mind  grows  fond  of  thofe  adfions  fhe  is 
accuftomed  to,  and  is  drawn  with  reludlancy 
from  thofe  paths  in  which  fhe  has  ufed  to 
walk.  Now,  if  we  confider  attentively  this 
property  of  human  nature,  it  may  inftrudt 
us  in  very  fine  moralities.  In  particular,  I 
would  recommend  to  every  one  that  admirable 
precept,  which  Pythagoras  is  Paid  to  have 
given  to  his  difciples,  and  which  that  Philofo- 
pher  mu  ft  have  drawn  from  the  obfervation  I 
have  enlarged  upon :  Optimum  vitae  genus 
eligito,  nam  confuetudo  faciet  jucundifilmum  : 
44  Pitch  upon  that  courfe  of  life,  which  is 
the  moft  excellent,  and  cuftom  will  render  it 
the  moft  delightful.”  Men  whofe  circum- 
ftances  will  permit  them  to  choofe  their  own 
way  of  life,  are  inexcufable  if  they  do  not 
purfue  that  wbicn  their  judgment  muft  tell 
them  is  the  moft  laudable.  The  voice  of 
jeafon  is  more  to  be  regarded  than  the  bent 
of  any  prefent  inclination,  fince  by  the  rule 
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abovementioned,  inclination  will  at  length 
come  over  to  realon,  though  wc  can  never 
force  reafon  to  comply  with  inclination. 
This  obfervation  may  alfo  teach  us  to  take 
particular  care,  when  we  are  once  fettled  in 
a  regular  courfe  of  life,  how  we  too  frequently 
indulge  curfelves  even  in  the  moft  innocent 
diverfions  and  entertainments ;  fince  the  mind 
may  infenfibly  fall  off  from  the  relifh  of 
virtuous  actions,  and  by  degrees  exchange 
that  pleafure  which  it  takes  in  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  its  duty,  for  delights  of  a  much  more 
inferior  and  unprofitable  nature.  Befides 
this,  every  the  moft  fenfual  and  irreligious 
man  may  hence  be  taught  to  overlook  thofe 
hardfhips  and  difficulties,  which  are  apt  to 
difeourage  him  from  the  profecution  of  a 
virtuous  life.  «  The  gods,  faid  Hefiod,  have 
placed  labour  before  virtue  :  The  way  to  her 
is  at  firft  rough  and  difficult,  but  grows  more 
fmooth  and  eafy  the  further  you  advance  in 
it.  ’  The  man  who  proceeds  in  it  with 
ileadinefs  and  refolution,  will  in  a  little  time 
find  that  her  ways  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs, 
and  that  all  her  paths  are  peace :  In  ft!0rt, 

the  practice  of  religion  will  not  only  be  at- 
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tended  with  that  pleafure,  which  naturally 
accompanies  thofe  adtions  to  which  we  are 
habituated,  but  alfb  with  thofe  fupernumerary 
joys  of  heart,  which  arife  from  the  confci- 
oufnefs  of  fuch  a  pleafure ,  from  the  fatis- 
faflion  of  adling  up  to  the  dilates  of  reafon, 
and  from  the  profpe&  of  an  happy  immor¬ 
tality.”  See  Speftator,  N°.  447. 

4.  A  gentleman  lately  deceafed,  in  a 
letter  to  his  only  fon,  has  this  juft  idea  of  the 
fubjedt.  hi  he  Pleafure,  lays  he,  or  being 
good,  will  alone  bear  the  teft  of  the  queftion,” 
what  is  Pleafure  ?  66  Every  other  temporary 
gratification,  however  beautuul,  and  in  its 
appearance  alluring,  like  the  fenfitive  plant 
fades  away  at  the  approach  of  rational  reflec¬ 
tion,  and  difcovering  its  deceit,  imbitters  the 
recollection.  Goodnefs  is  ever  the  lame , 
fubjedt  to  no  change ;  lovely  in  its  arpect, 
charming  in  enjoyment,  and  at  each  review, 
with  the  mod  pleating  complacency  heightens 
the  remembrance/’ 

1 

5,  Dr.  Young’s  is  a  noble  idea  ot  true, 
rational  and  Chriftian  Pleafure,  and  muft 
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oleafe  the  reader  on  a  fubjedl  of  this  critical 
importance :  In  his  8th  Night  he  fays, 

“  Who  can  refift  her charms  ?  Or  Ihould,  Lorenzo  ' 
What  mortals  ihall  refill,  where  angels  yield  ?  ' 
Plea  fine’s  the  mi  fire  is  of  ethereal  powers; 

For  her  contend  the  rival  Gods  above : 

Pleafure’s  the  miftrefs  of  the  world  below,. 

And  well  it  is  for  man,  that  pleafitre  charms : 
How  would  all  ftagnate,  but  for  pleafure’s  rav  i 
how  would  the  frozen  ftream  of  aftion  ceafe  !  ' 
What  is  the  pulfe  of  this  fo  bufy  world  ?_ 

The  love  of  pleafure  :  That,  through  every  vein 

i  hrows  motion,  warmth ;  and  Hints  out  death  from 
life. 


And  as  her  EmPire  her  praife  is  juft, 
i  atron  of  pleafure  !  doater  on  delight ! 

1  am  thy  rival ;  pleafure  I  profefs ; 

Pleafure,  the  purpofe  of  my  gloomy  fong. 
Pleafure  is  nought  but  Virtue  s  gayer  name; 

I  wrong  her  ftiil,  I  rate  her  worth  too  low  • 
Virtue  the  root,  and  pleafure  is  the  flower.’— 
Brought  forth  by  wifdom,  nurs’d  in  difcipiine 
Ly  patience  taught,  by  perfeverance  crown’d 

,,"£"Skr  head  Majeftic  :  Round  her  thror.e, 
(defied  in  the  bofom  of  the  juft3) 

Each  virtue  lifted,  forms  her  manly  guard. 

rear  Leg,flator  !  Scarce  fo  great,  as  kind.! 

I  2 


If  men  are  rational,  and  love  Delight, 

Thy  gracious  law  but  flatters  human  choice: 

In  the  tranfgreffion  lies  tne  penalty , 

And  they  the  moft  indulge,  who  moft  obey. 

Not  to  turn  human  brutal,  but  to  build 
Divine  on  human,  Pleafure  came  from  Heaven. 
Pleafure  firft  fuccours  virtue ;  in  return 
Virtue  gives  pleafure  an  eternal  reign. 

Glide  then  for  ever,  pleafure’s  facred  flreaml 
Through  Eden  as  Euphrates  ran,  it  runs, 

A.nd  fofters  every  growth  of  human  life  ; 

Makes  a  new  Eden  where  it  flows but  fuch, 

As  mull  be  loll,  Lorenzo  1  by  thy  fall. 

Her  glorious  ends,  by  kind,  or  by  degiee 
When  Pleafure  violates,  tis  then  a  Vice, 

And  vengeance  too ;  it  haflens  into  Pam.  . 
From  due  refrelhment,  life,  health,  reafon,  jov  ; 
From  wild  excefs,  pain,  grief,  diftraftion,  death ; 
Heav’ns  juitice  this  proclaims,  and  that  his  love. 

What  greater  evil  can  I  wi(h  my  foe, 

Than  his  full  draught  of  pleafure,  from  a  cafe 
Unbroach’d  by  juft  authority,  ungaug’d 
By  temperance,  by  reafoh  unrefin  d  ? 

A  thoufand  Demons  lurk  within  the  Lee. 
Heav’n,  others,  and  ourfelves  !  uninjur’d  thefe. 
Drink  deep  ;  the  deeper  then,  the  more  divine. 
Angels  are  angels  from  indulgence  there  : 
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5Tis  unrepenting  pleafure  makes  a  God. 

— But,  without  breathing,  man  as  well  might  hope 
For  life,  as  without  piety  for  peace.” 

6.  Sir  Matthew  Hale,  in  his  excellent 
Contemplations,  has  the  following  remark 
refpecting  temporal  delights,  if  deftitute  of 
true  religion.  “  They  are  trimmed  up  with 
report  and  expectation  ;  but  in  reality  and  in 
themfelves,  they  are  like  the  apples  of  Sodom, 
beautiful  to  the  eye,  but  when  touched 
vanifhing  into  duff.  Solomon  was  certainly 

j 

the  wifeft,  and  externally-happieft  King  that 

the  world  ever  knew.  He  had  the  greateft 

© 

opportunity  that  ever  man  had,  to  take  a  full 
efiimate  of  the  world  in  its  choiceft  enjoy¬ 
ments,  by  reafon  of  his  wealth  and  peace,  his 
power  and  interefl.  He  had  a  vah:  judgment 
and  undemanding  of  all  things  in  nature, 

and  could  with  exquifite  (kill  and  relilh  fearch 
•  _ 

into  and  2ttain  ad  that  was  extremely  good 
and  defirabie  in  this  world  :  And  this  he  did, 
neither  brutifhly,  as  led  thereto  by  fenfuaiity, 
nor  fuperncially,  or  barely  by  (peculation  1 
but  he  made  it  his  bulinefs  not  only  flridfly  to> 
inquire  into  it  by  his  reafon  and  judgment* 

I  3 


but  alfo  really  to  experience  and  try  the 
matter  after  which  he  thus  fought.  And  at 
length  what  was  the  refult  ? — After  having 
thus  climb’d  as  it  were  to  the  fummit  of  all 
worldly  enjoyment,  and  beheld  the  reft  of 
mankind,  as  well  as  they  were  able,  reach¬ 
ing  and  cla  nbering  towards  this  precipice  of 
temporal  felicity, 

( - Dum  monte  potitus 

Spe&at  anhelantem  dura  ad  faftigia  turbam) 

prom  this  high  mountain  he  befpeaics  man¬ 
kind  in  his  critical  Book  of  Ecclefiaftes,  as  it 
were  in  this  manner  :  64  Ye  children  of  men, 
I  fee  you  are  full  of  great  expeditions  of, 
and  by  means  of  worldly  gratification;  and 
you  take  much  pains  for  the  acquifition  of 
them.  Liften  awhile  to  what  I  fhail  lay.  I 
have  had  the  opportunities  of  making  a  full 
difcovery  of  the  heft  that  this  woild  can 
afford;  wealth,  honour,  pleafures  of  every 
fort  and  kind  ;  and  fuch  opportunities  as  none 
of  you  ever  had,  or  can  expedt,  in  order  to 
the  like  difcovery.  1  have  denied  myfelf  in. 
nothing  that  this  world  can  adminifter  to  give 
me  content ;  I  have  had  the  moft  exquifite 
tafte  and  enjoyment  of  all  ;  and  I  have  now 
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arrived  at  the  very  Faftigium,  the  very  higheft 
point  of  this  mountain  of  pleafure  and  worldly 
fruition.  But  I  find  myfelf  wholly  deceived 
in  what  I  expelled  :  I  looked  indeed  for  as 
high  gratification  as  you  do  ;  but  now,  that  I 
have  tailed  of  every  difh,  I  find  them  all  to  be 
but  vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit.  Nay,  I 
have  not  only  been  difappointed  in  what 
I  expedled  from  them,  but  inflead  thereof,  I 
have  reaped  nothing  but  forrow,  anxiety, 
vexation.  You  do  therefore  deceive  your- 
felves  in  all  the  pains  you  take,  while  ye 
think  that  from  thefe  fublunary  enjoyments 
ye  fhall  acquire  happinefs,  yea,  or  obtain  real 
gratification  in  them.  Be  wife  then,  and 
take  warning  by  me,  the  greatefl  example 
that  ever  the  world  knew  of  this  kind  : 
give  up  thefe  laborious,  bufy  and  vain  pur~ 
fuits  or  yours  ;  and  take  with  you  only  this 
concluding  lelTon  of  mine,  which  I  have 
learned  by  infallible  experience  ;  cc  Fear  God, 
and  keep  his  commandments,  for  this  is  the 
whole  duty  of  man.” 

7.  How  glorious  a  fhare  of  true  pleafure 
mu  ft  Pliny  the  younger  have  enjoyed,  when, 

I  4 
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having  determined  to  gratify  the  public  with 
50,000  Livres,  he  charged  his  eftate  with 
3000  per  annum,  and  ordered  the  fum  to  he 
employed  for  the  fubfiftance  of  the  poor  of 
both  fexes ;  thus  by  his  felf-deriial,  diffufing 
joy  through  many  a  worthy  heart !  One  of  his 
friends,  however,  reproved  him  for  fo  doing, 
obferving  how  abfuid  it  was  to  have  thus 
flripped  himfelf  of  his  pofieffions,  by  the 
impofing  upon  himfelf  fuch  a  law  :  To  which 
he  replied,  And  is  it  not  right,  to  give  the 
preference  to  public,  rather  than  to  private 
utility;  to  eternity  rather  than  to  time;  and 
to  take  more  care  about  the  doing  well,  than 
the  poffeffing  much  V9 

8.  Apicius  was  a  great  epicure,  according 
to  the  low  and  vulgar  fenfe  of  the  word  ;  but 
Apicius  was  not  a  Pliny ;  and  yet  Apicius 
had  his  pleafures.  He  had  eaten,  it  feems, 
of  a  certain  fifh  at  Minturna  in  Campania, 
where  he  was  told,  that  the  fpecies  was  much 
larger  in  Africa.  Upon  this  he  immediately 
equips  a  vefTel,  and  fets  fail  for  that  coalf. 
The  navigation  was  difficult  and  dangerous  ; 
But  what  will  not  hunger  do  ?  Apicius  is  a  man 
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of  pleafure,  and  appetite  every  league  he  travels 
increafcs  the  neceflity  of  gratification.  When 
they  arrived  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  feveral 
hfhing  boats,  already  apprized  of  his  voyage, 
came  to  him,  and  brought  him  fome  of  the 
fifties  in  queflion  ;  when,  how  great  was  his 
furprize  and  chagrin,  to  find  that  they  were 
not  at  all  bigger  than  thofe  of  Minturna  ! 
Inftantly  therefore,  without  being  touched 
with  the  rational  curiofity  of  feeing  a  country 
he  had  never  vifited  before;  without  any 
regard  to  the  prayers  of  the  people  in  his 
train,  who  wanted  the  refrefliments  of  the 
fhore  ;  Apicius  ordered  his  pilots  to  return  to 
Italy,  and  thus  ended  his  memorable  adven¬ 
ture. 


9.  It  is  with  great  fatisfa&ion  that  we  can 
quote  the  following,  in  honour  of  a  living 
and  exemplary  chara&er  ;  and  not  unfuitably 
to  the  fubject  before  us.  Mr.  Bofwell  in  his 
account  of  General  Paoli  obferves,  that  his 
notions  of  morality  are  high  and  refined  ;  fuch 
as  become  the  father  of  a  nation.  He  told 
me,  one  day,  that  his  father  had  brought 
him  up  with  great  ftridtnefs,  and  that  he  had 
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very  Seldom  deviated  from  the  paths  of  virtue  : 
That  this  was  not  from  a  defect  of  feeling  and 
paflion  ;  but  that  his  mind  being  filled  with 
important  objects,  his  pafiions  were  employed 
in  more  noble  purfuits  than  thofe  of  licenti¬ 
ous  pleafure.”  I  faw  (continues  the  author) 
from  Paoli’s  example,  the  great  art  of  pre¬ 
serving  young  men  of  Spirit  from  the  conta¬ 
gion  of  vice,  in  which  there  is  often  a  Species 
of  Sentiment,  ingenuity  and  enterprize  nearly 
allied  to  virtuous  qualities.  Shew  a  young 
man  that  there  is  more  real  Spirit  in  virtue 
than  in  vice,  and  you  have  a  Surer  hold  of 
him  during  his  years  of  impetuohty  and  paf- 
fion,  than  by  convincing  his  judgment  of  all 
the  re&itude  of  ethicks. 

io.  Defcartes  (fays  a  pleafant  writer  in  the 
Guardian)  was  the  firft  who  discovered  a 
certain  part  of  the  brain,  called  by  anatomifts 
the  Pineal  Gland,  to  be  the  immediate  re¬ 
ceptacle  of  the  foul,  where  (he  is  affecfed 
with  all  forts  of  perceptions,  and  exerts  all 
her  operations  by  the  intercourse  of  the 
animal  fpirits,  which  run  through  the  nerves 
that  are  thence  extended  to  all  parts  of  the 
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body.  On  the  ftrength  of  this  Hypothefis  the 
writer  (affuming  the  charadfer  of  an  invifible 
inveftigator  of  the  mind)  founds  the  follow¬ 
ing  ingenious  and  important  remarks,  whofe 
moral  is  ftrikingly  obvious  and  worthy  of 
attention.  1  one  day,  fays  he,  entered  into 
the  Pineal  Gland  of  a  certain  perfon,  who 
feemed  very  fit  to  give  me  an  infight  into  all 
that,  which  conftitutes  the  happinefs  of  him 
who  is  called  “  A  man  of  Pleafure.”  But  I 
found  myfeif  not  a  little  difappointed  in  my 
notions  of  the  pleasures  which  attend  a  volup¬ 
tuary,  who  has  fhaken  off  the  referaints  of 
reafon.  His  Intelledluals,  I  obferved,  were 
grown  unserviceable  by  too  little  ufe,  and  his 
Senfes  were  decayed  and  worn  out  by  too 
much.  That  perfeft  inadiion  of  the  higher 
powers  prevented  appetite,  in  prompting  him 
to  fenfual  gratifications,  and  the  outrunning 
of  natural  appetite  produced  a  loathing  inftead 
of  a  Pleafure.  I  there  beheld  the  intempe¬ 
rate  cravings  of  youth  without  the  enjoy¬ 
ments  of  it,  and  the  weaknefs  of  old  age, 
without  its  tranquillity.  When  the  paffions 
were  teized  and  aroufed  by  fome  powerful 
objeft,  the  effect  was,  not  to  delight  or 
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footh  the  mind,  but  to  torture  it  between  the 
returning  extremes  of  appetite  and  fatiety.  I 
faw  the  wretch  racked,  at  the  fame  time, 
with  a  painful  remembrance  of  pad  mifcar- 
riages,  a  didade  of  the  prelent  objects  that 
follicit  his  fenfes,  and  a  fecret  dread  of 
futurity  ^  and  I  could  fee  no  manner  of  re¬ 
lief  or  comfort  in  the  foul  of  this  miferable 
man,  but  what  confided  in  preventing  his 
cure  by  inflaming  his  paffions,  and  fupprefling 
his  reafon.  But  though  it  mud  be  owned, 
he  had  alrnod  quenched  that  light  which  his 
Creator  had  fet  up  in  his  foul  ;  yet,  in  fpight 
of  all  his  efforts,  I  obferved  at  certain  feafons 
frequent  fladies  of  Remorfe  drike  through  the 
gloom,  and  interrupt  that  fatisfacdion  he  en¬ 
joyed  in  hiding  his  own  deformities  from 
bimfelf.”  See  Guardian,  N°.  35. 
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On  Impurity* 

PART  I. 

PROVERBS  vii.  24,  See . 

Hearken  now  therefore  unto  me^  0  ye  children 9 
and  attend  to  the  words  of  my  mouth •  Let 
not  thine  heart  decline  to  her  ways ;  go  not 
aflray  in  her  paths  :  For  Jhe  hath  cafl  down 
jnany  wounded ;  yea>  many  Jlrong  men  have 
been  fain  by  her .  Fler  houje  is  tie  way  to 
hell ,  going  down  to  the  chambers  of  death • 

CICERO  has  well  obferv’d,  <c  That 
there  is  not  a  more  pernicious  evil  to 
Man,  than  the  luft  of  fenfual  pleafure  ;  the 
fertile  fource  of  every  deteftabie  crime^  and  the 
peculiar  enemy  of  the  divine  and  immortal 
foul  This  remark  was  fully  verified  in  the 
1  aft  difeourfe,  wherein  the  bafenefs  and  crimi¬ 
nality  of  fenfual  pleaiures  were  (hewn  at 
large  ;  where  they  were  proved  not  only  to  be 

*  Nullam  capitaliorem  peftem,  quam  corporis  voluptatem, 
hominibus  a  natura  datam  :  Hinc  patriae  proditiones,  Sc Ci 
&c.— See  de  Seneftutc,  and  the  laft  Difeourfe,  p.  98, 
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unworthy  a  man,  but  dedruftive  even  of  the 
eiid  at  which  they  aim ;  in  that  they  are 
merely  animal,  common  to  us  with  the  beads 
that  perifh  ;  in  that  they  are  cf  fhort  conti¬ 
nuance,  cloy  upon  repetition,  bear  no  re¬ 
flection,  and  bring  no  fat  is  faction  to  the 
thinking  mind  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  ding 
that  ra  nd  with  fevered  pangs,  while  airlifting 
the  body  with  terrible  difeafe  ;  and  while  de¬ 
priving  of  the  bed  joys,  and  mod  genuine 
plealures  of  this  life,  incapacitating  the  im¬ 
mortal  foul  for  any  of  the  pure  and  refined 
joys  of  that  which  is  to  come. 

This  is  true  of  all  fenfual  Pleafures  im¬ 
moderately  purfued,  and  gratified  beyond  the 
demands  of  reafon  and  of  nature.  For 
full  proof  hereof,  let  us  call  to  the  bar  of 
examination,  Fird,  the  Pleafures  of  “  Impu¬ 
rity,5’  and  then  thofe  of  Intemperance 
Let  us  develop  their  boaded  claims,  drag 
them  to  the  full  light  of  impartial  truth,  and 
fh.ew,  that  what  has  been  obferv’d  of  fenfual 
Pleafures  in  the  general,  belongs  to  each  of 
them  with  a  drong  and  peculiar  propriety. 
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Solomon  here  again  *  leads  us  the  way 
and  in  that  chapter  of  his  admirable  and  in 
flru&ive  Proverbs,  whence  the  text  is  taken 
defcribes  in  a  beautiful  and  afFedting  manner, 
“  A  young  man  void  of  undemanding,5’  as 
all  young  men,  in  fuch  circumftances,  may 
well  be  judged :  A  young  man,  deluded, 
captivated  and  undone,  by  the  fair  fpeeches 
and  flattering  Hypocrify  of  the  fubtile  and 
pernicious  Harlot.  His  painting  is  excellent  5 
“  I  beheld,  fays  he,  among  the  youths,  a 
young  man  void  of  understanding,  palling 
through  the  llreets,  near  her  corner ;  and  he 
went  the  way  to  her  houfe ;  in  the  twilight, 
in  the  evening,  in  the  black  and  dark  night* 
And  behold  there  met  him  a  woman,  with 

the  attire  of  an  Harlot,  and  fubtile  of  heart : 

> 

She  is  loud  and  ftuhborn  :  Her  feet  abide  not 
in  her  houfe :  Now  is  {he  without ;  now  in 
the  ilreets,  and  lieth  in  wait  at  every  corner : 
With  her  much  fair  fpeech  {lie  caufed  this 
Ample  one  to  yield  ;  with  the  flattering  of  her 
lips  (lie  forced  him  :  He  goeth  after  her  im¬ 
mediately,  as  an  ox  goeth  to  the  {laughter, 

*  See  the  text  of  the  foregoing  Sermon. 
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or  as  a  fool  to  the  corre&ion  of  the  flocks  : 
Till  a  dart  ftrike  through  his  liver!  As  a 
bird  hafteth  to  the  fnare ;  and  knoweth  not 
that  it  is  for  his  life.” 

Having  thus  painted  in  ftrong  and  lively 
colours  the  affe&ing  truth,  the  wife  man 
addrefies  himfelf  to  Youth  in  general ;  and 
I  could  wifli,  my  young  friends,  to  befpeak 
you  in  his  perfuafive  and  inftru£Hve  words, 
which  I  propofe  to  make  the  foundation  of 
what  I  (hall  deliver  to  you  on  this  fubje&; 
Nice  and  delicate,  I  well  know  in  itfelf,  and 
demanding  much  prudence  and  caution  in  the 
difcuflion  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  peculiarly 
needful,  and  never  more  fo,  than  at  a  period, 
when  the  Vice  of  Impurity”  is  fpoken  of 
with  levity  and  fmiles ;  and  fcarce  deemed 
finful,  though  it  be  in  truth  moft  abomina¬ 
ble  to  God,  moft  injurious  to  fociety,  and 
moft  deftru&ive  of  perfonal  comfort  and  fatis- 
fa&ion. 

With  a  view  therefore  to  your  prefervation 
from  its  ruinous  confequences,  with  a  view  to 
your  purity  and  peace,  41  Hearken  unto  me. 
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now,  O  ye  children,  and  attend  to  the  words 
of  my  mouth while,  with  the  iincerelfc 
purpofe  to  keep  you  from  thence,  I  point  out 
to  you  the  mifchiefs  and  the  miferies  of  46  Her 
houfe”  the  fubtle  Harlot,  Impurity;  her 
houfe,  which  “  is  the  way  to  hell,  going 
down  to  the  chambers  of  death.” 

4 

I  faid  the  cc  mifchiefs,”  and  the  cc  miferies” 
of  her  houfe:  And  can  that  be  v/orthy  to  be 
purfued  as  a  pleafure,  as  the  chief  and  rulino* 
pleafure  of  our  lives,  which  will  certainly 
repay  our  purfuit  with  mifchiefs,  and  with 
miferies  ? — Yet  fuch,  my  young  friends,  fuch 
unqueftionably  and  invariably  are  the  wretched 
wages,  which  the  fervants  of  Impurity  re¬ 
ceive. 

I.  In  full  proof  hereof,  confider  Firft,  how 
contradi&ory  this  vice  is  to  the  great  laws  of 
Nature  and  of  Reafon,  of  Society  and  Reli¬ 
gion. 

(1.)  It  is  in  immediate  oppofition  to  the 
firft  law  of  our  Nature,”  which  enjoins  the 
due  fubordination  and  fubjeRion  of  our  in- 

Vol.  II.  K 


ferior  appetites  and  paffions  to  the  fuperior 
and  ruling  principle  of  the  foul ;  that  princi¬ 
ple,  which  diftinguilhes  man  from  the  animal 
creation ;  and  which,  as  it  is  our  nohleft 
prerogative,  fo  is  it  our  higheft  duty,  and 
our  beft  happinefs  to  cultivate  and  improve. 
What  then  can  be  fo  degrading  to  our  nature, 
fo  contrary  to  the  great  purpofe  of  our  crea¬ 
tion,  as  to  reverfe  this  fir  ft  and  important  law, 
by  giving  the  reins  of  dominion  to  an  inferior 
and  merely  animal  appetite,  implanted  in  us, 
as  a  (lave,  to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  our  tempo¬ 
ral  exiftence  ;  but  then  to  ceafe  for  ever  ? 
An  appetite,  which,  however  well  and  wifely 
calculated  by  the  great  author  of  our  being, 
for  the  ends  of  this  life,  is  an  appetite  wholly 
of  fenfe,  with  which,  abftradtedly  confidered, 
the  mind  has  no  concern  ;  but  which,  if  in¬ 
dulged  beyond  the  due  bounds,  tends  above 
every  fenfual  gratification  to  darken  that  mind, 
and  to  abforb  all  its  nobleft  faculties  ;  for 
cc  Wine  and  women  take  away  the  heart.” 
What  then  can  be^fo  contradictory  to  our 
nature,  as  to  fuffer  a  paftion  like  this  to 
ufurp  the  dominion ;  as  to  fink  ourfelves 
down  to  a  level  with,  nay,  and  even  beneath 
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the  animal  world ;  when,  by  a  due  improve¬ 
ment  of  that  godlike  principle  thus  degraded, 
we  might  rife  to  a  rank  in  the  intelligent 
creation,  equal  perhaps,  if  not  fuperior  to 
that  of  angels  ! 

(2.)  Impurity,  thus  degrading  our  Nature, 
no  lefs  oppofes  the  laws  of 46  Reafon  whofe 
peculiar  office  it  is  to  dired  our  conduct  and 
torm  our  manners,  in  fuch  a  way,  as  becomes 
the  rank  and  dation  we  bear  in  the  univerfe. 
And  while  we  boaft  of  that  reafon,  what 
pei  verfenefs  a  no  folly  is  it  to  indulge  a  vice, 
and  purlue  a  conducf,  which  is  at  once  mod 
oppofite  to,  and  mod  derogatory  from  the 
honour  and  the  di dates  of  reafon?  And  can 
any  thing  be  more  fo  than  the  unredrain’d 
gratification  of  impure  defires,  with  which 
realon  is  fo  far  from  concurring,  that  men  are 
obliged  to  lull  its  keen  remonfirances  in  the 
tumult  of  paffion,  and  the  hurry  of  fenfual 
purfuits  !  Spite  of  all  which,  in  full  proof  of 
its  prevalence  and  power,  it  will  often,  in  a 
fiient  moment  be  heard  :  with  fevere  truth  it 
will  upbraid,  if  not  convince  the  man  of  the 
utter  contrariety  of  his  condud  to  the 
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laws  and  purpofes  of  his  exigence  in  this 
world.  Hence  it  is,  that  Solomon,  with  fo 
much  juflice  calls  all  thofe  “  Simple  ones,35 
and  Void  of  undemanding,”  who  fufter 
themfeives  to  be  deluded  and  undone  by  the 
flattering  inticements  of  the  harlot  Impurity. 

(  3.)  And,  in  further  teftimony  of  their  want 
of  underftanding,  or  at  leaft  of  their  adting 
in  direCt  oppofition  to  its  dictates,  let  fuch 
confider  again,  that  the  Vices  of  Impurity 
are  in  immediate  contradiction  to  the  laws  of 
<c  Society  j”  thofe  univerfal  laws  of  juftice,, 
honour  and  virtue,  upon  which  ail  fociety  is 
founded,  and  upon  the  due  obfervation  where- 
of  the  happinefs  and  the  permanence  of  that 
fociety  depends.  Nothing,  it  is  certain,  con¬ 
duces  more  to  corrupt  the  morals  and  deprave 
the  minds  of  youth,  than  the  unreftrained 
gratification  of  impure  and  luftful  defires : 

*  Nothing  conduces  more  to  fpread  a  general 
corruption  of  manners  j  nothing  more  affects 
and  harms  the  neareft  and  deareft  interefts  of 
men ;  nothing  introduces  greater  or  more 
diftrefsful  injuries ;  and  nothing  is  a  greater 
prejudice  or  difeouragement  to  juft  and  ho- 
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nourable  marriage;  that  Rate  of  higheft 
felicity,  ordained  by  God  himfelf ;  productive 
of  the  trued  and  mod  fuhdantial  comforts 
to  the  human  race,  and  the  only  fure  and 
infallible  fource  of  population  !  Can  any 
thing  then  be  conceived  more  pernicious 
and  dedru&ive  to  <c  Society”  than  a  Vice, 
which  is  pregnant  with  fo  many  evils ;  and 
which,  confidered  in  whatever  view,  is  con¬ 
trary  to  all  its  interefts,  and  fubverfive  of  all 
its  bed  foundations  ? 

(4.)  The  laws  of  Nature,  of  Reafon,  of 
Society  (calculated,  in  every  refpeCf,  to  pro¬ 
duce  and  to  fecure  the  happinefs  of  man)  are 
but  tranfcripts,  if  I  may  fo  fay,  of  the  “  Di¬ 
vine  Laws which,  communicated  to  us  by 
reafon  and  revelation,  give  us  the  faired  ideas 
of  His  bright  perfections,  who  is  the  God, 
the  father,  and  the  benefaCtor  of  the  human 
race ;  and  who  never  prefcribed  or  enjoined 
one  precept,  but  with  a  gracious  view  to  the 
Good,  the  prefent  and  eternal  good  of  his 
creatures.  Hence  all  his  injunctions  in  the 
divine  revelation  which  he  hath  made  of  his 
will,  with  uniform  beauty  and  excellence, 
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tend  to  inftruct  roan  in  the  true  (rate  of  his 
nature;  to  inform  him  of  its  original  dignity 
and  unhappy  fall ;  and  particularly  of  its 
capability  to  affert  again,  through  the  mercies 
of  Chrift,  all  the  privileges  and  the  bleftings 
of  that  native  dignity.  Called  hereto  by 
every  moil  powerful  and  perfuafive  motive, 
man  is  informed  that  his  triumph  is  lure,  and 
his  reward  ineftimahle,  if,  fuperior  to  fenfe 
and  to  appetite,  he  improves  the  godlike 
principle  of  reafon  and  virtue  within  him, 
and  purifies  himfelf,  even  as  his  God,  his 
great  pattern  and  exemplar,  is  pure.  Hence, 
when  the  divine  Redeemer  deliver’d  his  in- 
ftrudlive  fermon  on  the  mount,  one  amongft 
the  Hr  ft  of  his  blefled  aphorifms  was,  “  Happy 
are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  fhall  fee  God  !’* 
See  him  now,  on  the  elevated  height  of  a  con¬ 
templative  mind,  defecated  from  all  the  de¬ 
filements  of  fin,  and  of  fenfe  ;  fee  him  here¬ 
after,  in  the  pure  vifion  of  perfedl  intellectual 
Pleafure.  And,  in  conformity  with  this 
beatitude,  we  find  our  Lord  not  only  dif- 
countenancing  and  discommending  every  eX- 
ternal  act  of  Impurity  and  Concupifcence  \ 
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but  even  levelling  his  heart-fearching  laws 
againft  that  concupifcence  itfelf;  alluring 
mankind,  that  in  the  estimate  of  ail  difcern- 
ing  wifdom,  the  impure  intention,  if  che- 
rilhed  in  the  heart,  would  as  certainly  con- 
ilitute  guilt,  as  the  impure  adt  and  perpetra¬ 
tion  itfelf:  Whofoever  looketh  upon  a 

woman,  to  lull  after  her,” — with  this  view 
and  defign — “  hath  already  committed  Im¬ 
purity  with  her  in  his  heart 

No  further  proof  need  be  brought,  to  fhew 
how  contradictory  to  the  la w  of  God  is  the 
'  practice  of  Impurity.  Indeed,  it  is  fo  utterly 
and  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  whole  fpirit 
of  the  Chriitian  Revelation,  that  whoever 
lives  in  the  gratification  of  impure  defires, 
muft  of  neceility  give  up  all  hopes  from  the 
mercy  of  that  Redeemer,  the  great  bu  fin  eft 
of  whole  life  and  death  it  was  to  redeem  and 
purify  his  people  from  all  iniquity,  and  to 
perfect  them  in  hoiinefs;  that  they  might  be 
fit  to  enjoy  that  kingdom,  where  nothing 
defiling  can  ever  enter.” 

*  Matt.  v.  28, 
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There  are,  however,  one  or  two  confi der¬ 
ations  peculiar  to  the  Chriftian  Religion, 
which  ought  never  to  be  omitted  on  this  fub- 
jed,  as  they  are  no  lefs  forcible  in  them  felves, 
than  they  are  adapted  to  work  upon  every 
thinking  and  ingenuous  mind ;  and  thefe 
are  drawn  from  the  “  Inhabitation  of  God’s 
Holy  Spirit  in  the  bodies  of  believers,  as  his 
temples;”  and  “  fiom  their  being  incorpo¬ 
rated  by  faith,  as  living  members,  into  the 
pure  and  immaculate  body  of  Jefus  Chrifl.” 
St,  Paul  urges  them  both  in  the  fixth  chapter 
of  h  is  firft  epiPIe  to  the  Corinthians.  Con¬ 
cerning  the  latter  he  fpeaks  thus,  reafoning 
againd:  every  fpecies  and  degree  of  Impurity  ; 

Know  ye  not  that  your  bodies  are  the 
members  of  Chrift  ?— Shall  I  then  take  the 
members  of  Chrift,  and  make  them  the  mem-, 
bers  of  an  Harlot  ? — 53  Shall  I,  when  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  higheft  and  moil  honourable  privileges, 
that  a  human  creature  can  enjoy,  incorpo¬ 
rated  by  faith  into  Chrift,  and  made  by  bap- 
tifm  a  member  of  his  pure  and  precious  » 
body;  fball  I,  in  contempt  of  that  privilege,  . 
in  vile  abufe  of  my  Saviour,  and  to  the  utter 
d Trace  and  ruin  of  myfclfj  (hall  I  be  fo  weak, 
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and  fo  wicked,  as  to  indulge  a  mean,  momen¬ 
tary,  debafing  and  merely  fertfual  appetite  !' 

• — St.  Paul  difclaims  the  thought  with  an  in¬ 
dignant  C4  God  forbid  !”  And  may  that  God 
grant  that  we  may  all  be  enabled,  with  equal 
indignation,  forever  to  difclaim  it!  But,  he 

°  1 

goes  further,  to  mark  in  the  ftfcngeft  colours 
poiTible,  the  opprobrium,  and  the  extreme 
finfulnefs  of  this  Vice:  What,  know  ye 

not  (fays  he)  that  your  body  is  the  temple  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft  which  is  in  you, — which  ye 
have  of  God  ;  and  ye  are  not  your  own  ; 
for  ye  are  bought  with  a  price,  &c.  ? — -Can 
you  then  be  fo  fenfelefs,  and  fo  defperate  in 
your  guilt,  as  to  defile  and  defecrate  this  holy 
temple,  honoured  with  fo  divine  and  fo  pure 
an  inhabitant  ?  To  defecrate  it  by  the  gratifi-* 
cation  of  lulls,  which  are  unworthy  of  your 
character,  and  common  to  you  with  the 
lowed:  of  the  herd  ;  which  degrade  your 
nature,  darken  your  reafon,  pollute  your 
foul,  dellroy  your  peace,  and  alienate  you 
from  a  God  of ‘purity  for  ever? — Oh,  my 
young  friends,  ever  bear  in  mind  that,  con- 
fecrated  as  you  are  to  the  fervice  of  Chi  ill, 
that  bed  or  mailers  5  dedicated  to  him,  when 
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the  crofs  was  marked  upon  your  innocent  and 
infant  brows  ;  ever  bear  in  mind  the  high 
obligations  under  which  your  baptifmal  cove¬ 
nant  lays  you  ;  ever  remember  the  ineftimable 
privileges  of  that  covenant,  whereby  you  are 
made  “  Members  of  Chrift,  children  of  God, 
and  heirs  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  where¬ 
by  the  inhabitation  of  the  blefted  fpirit  is 
promifed  and  fecured  to  you  ;  and  let  no 
temptations  of  defiling  paffion  allure  you  to 
renounce  thefe  privileges,  the  noble  charter 
of  your  birth,  and  the  firm  foundation  of  all 
your  future  hopes  and  happinefs  1  Well  con- 
fider,  what  the  gratification  of  youthful  lulls 
and  defires  can  bellow,  adequate  to  the  lofs, 
to  the  mifery  which  it  will  afiuredly  occafion  : 
and  while  a  juft  fenfe  of  what  you  are  through 
Chrift  ;  while  a  juft  gratitude  for  all  the  un- 
fipeakable  bleffings  and  honours  arifing  from 
your  union  with  him  ;  while  an  ingenuous 
fhame  left  you  fhould  forfeit  or  ditgrace 
that  union;  and  while  a  lively  and  generous 
ardour  to  improve  and  walk  worthy  of  it ; — 
while  thefe  confiderations  influence,  animate 


and  dire 61  you,  Take  a  view  with  me  farther, 
of  “  the  mifchiefs  and  the  miferies”  which  in- 


/ 


fallibly  a.rife  from  the  pra&ice  of  Impurity  ; 
take  a  view  of  its  neceflary  and  natural 
ill-confequences,  as  well  to  others  as  to 
yourfelf. 

I 

For,  neither  the  laws  of  God  or  of  man 
are  founded  in  fancy  or  caprice :  It  is  not  to 
be  fuppofed  that  the  all-wife  and  all-bounte¬ 
ous  bather  of  mankind  would  ever  impofe  a 
precept  upon  his  creatures,  with  a  view  to 
command  or  to  prohibit  aught  that  was  un- 
dlential  to  their  real  well-being.  Confum- 
mate  in  felicity  as  in  glory,  our  God  has  not* 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have,  any  end  either  in 
creating  or  governing  us,  but  the  great,  the 
benevolent  end  of  our  happinefs  ;  and  confe- 
quently,  we  maybe  afFured  that  whatever  he 
prohibits  with  paternal  care  and  love,  is  de- 
ftrudlive  of  that  happinefs.  And  like  the  laws 
of  God,  thofe  of  fociety  alfo,  founded  on, 
the  bafts  of  right  reafon  and  the  mutual 
advantage  of  mankind,  are  and  ever  ought  ta 
be  highly  refpedtable  in  our  fight,  as  their 
chfervance  tends  not  only  to  our  own,  but  to. 
the  general  peace  and  fecufity. 
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Having  therefore  feen  how  contradidlory  to 
thefe  laws  the  pradlice  of  Impurity  is,  we  wiM 
enter  a  little  into  the  fpirit  and  the  reafon  of 
them,  and  (hew  that  they  prohibit,  with  ftridt 
feverity,  this  vice,  becaufe  it  is  no  lefs  injuri¬ 
ous  to  our  neighbour,  than  it  is  in  every  re- 
fpedl  injurious  to  ourfelves.  But  copious  as 
this  topic  is,  and  not  pofTibly  to  be  treated  of 
as  it  ought  in  what  remains  of  the  prefect  dif- 
courfe,  I  will  poilpone  it  to  the  next :  When, 
if  it  fhall  fully  appear,  as  I  perfuade  myfelf  it 
will, — that  the  unbridled  and  unlawful  grati¬ 
fication  of  impure  and  unchafte  defires  is  pre¬ 
judicial  to  focicty  in  the  higheft  degree,  in- 
flidls  the  fevereft  injuries,  and  brings  the  mod 
complicated  miferies  upon  our  fellow-crea¬ 
tures  ;  while  at  the  fame  time  it  is  in  a  pecu¬ 
liar  manner  deftrudlive  of  perfonal  peace  and 
fatisfadlion  ;  ruinous  to  the  foul,  the  body, 
the  reputation,  the  fortune  :  If  thefe  evils 
fhall  appear  to  be  the  natural  and  almoft 
neceflary  confequences  of  this  foul  and  per¬ 
nicious  Vice;  certainly,  my  young  friends,  I 
fhall  not  need  many  arguments  to  diiTuade 
you  from  the  pradiice  and  the  purfuit  of 
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that,  which  fo  far  from  pleafure,  will  pierce 
your  fouls  with  fevered:  pain  ! 

I  have  before  obferved  to  you  *,  and  I  can- 
not  repeat  the  obfervation  too  often,  how 
much  and  how  fatally  men  are  apt  to  deceive 
both  themfelves  and  others,  by  falfe  names, 
and  palliating  appellations;  whereby  Vice  is 
taught  to  aflame  a  fpecious  garb,  and  under 
that  garb  often  gains  admiflion,  w7here,  in  her 
own  native  and  deformed  appearance,  (he 
would  be  feen  with  detedation,  and  rejected 
with  horror.  ’Tis  peculiarly  the  cafe  with 
refpect  to  the  deftruclive  crime  we  would 
develope  and  decry,  becaufe  fully  afeer- 
tained,  my  young  friends,  of  its  malignant 
and  fatal  influence  to  all  your  bed  and  mod 
important  intereds.  Mark  how,  to  palliate 
its  guilt— mark  how,  to  hide  its  foul  defor¬ 
mity,  the  fubtle  enemy  of  fouls  not  only 
induces  its  abandoned  votaries  to  treat  it  with 
the  mod  unfeemly  and  unbecoming  lightnefs, 
and  to  fpeak  of  it  even  with  all  the  boading 
of  detedable  indecency  ;  but  to  call  by  the 
very  name  of  <c  Men  of  pleasure,’’  thofe 

*  Sermon  on  Ridicule,  p.  43. 
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miferable  profligates,  who  are  in  every  refpect 
as  undelerving  of  the  name,  as  they  are  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  nature  of  true  Pleafure.  Men, 
who  unreftrain’d  by  principle,  uncontrolled 
by  law  human  or  divine,  make  no  fcruple  of 
breaking  through  the  moil  facred  ties,  the 
molt  fokmn  obligations ;  hefitate  not  to 
wound  with  the  keeneft  anguifh,  and  to  in¬ 
jure  in  the  moft  irreparable  manner,  fo  they 
can  but  gratify  thole  foul  lulls  and  impure 
defires,  which  they  dignify  with  the  name' of 
Pleafures.  Oh  my  young  friends,  God  forbid 
that,  captivated  by  the  fpecious  name,  you 
fhould  ever  commence  “  Men  of  Pleafure,” 
to  the  degradation  of  your  nature,  the  dif- 
grace  of  your  reafon,  the  detraction  of  your 
prefent  and  eternal  peace! — God  forbid  that 
you  fhould  ever  act  by  fo  low  a  principle,  as 
mere  fenfe  and  appetite  !  and  fo  far  forget 
the  dignity,  the  true  honour,  and  great  de¬ 
sign  of  }  our  prefent  exigence,  as  to  fuppofe  it 
poflible  that  man  can  either  attain  true  plea¬ 
fure  or  true  glory  by  acling  inconfiffentiy 
with  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  God  !  Be 
allured,  whatever  the  libertine  may  boaft, 
whatever  the  fons  of  fenfe  and  of  paflion 
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may  dare  to  avow,  that  purfuits  like  theirs 
can  never  be  attended  with  the  lead  folid  fatis- 
raction,  can  never  bring;  real  Pleafure  to 
rational  and  reflecting  Man  ; — can  never  ad¬ 
vance  his  true  happinefs  in  this  life,  and  much 
lefs  in  the  next :  Becaufe  (and  reafon  alone 
is  fufricient  to  convince  and  fatisfy  every  in¬ 
telligent  mind)  becaufe  thofe  purfuits  are  in 
dired  contradidion  to  his  Nature,  to  Reafon, 
to  the  laws  of  man,  and  to  the  laws  of 

Gcd. 

And  finely,  were  it  not  poflible  or  eafy  to 

trace  out  and  fully  difcover  the  reafon  of  thofe 

* 

laws,  and  the  folid  and  wife  foundation  on 
which  they  are  laid  ;  furely,  my  young 
friends,  it  would  difcover  no  fmall  fhare  of 
felf-fufficicncy  and  arrogance,  to  imagine  that 
by  a  conaud  diametrically  oppoflte  to  all 
thefe,  we  could  attain  fatisfadion  and  peace. 
The  fuppofition  implies  an  idea  of  wifdom 
fuperior  to  that,  not  only  of  the  wife  A  law¬ 
givers  before  us,  but  even  of  the  great  God 
himfelf.  Yet,  fully  to  trace  out,  and  to  (hew 
in  the  ftrongeft  colours,  the  inexpreflible 
folly  and  weaknefs  of  the  fenlual  and  impure ; 
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of  the  “  Men  of  PI  eafure  (well  denomi¬ 
nated  by  Solomon  in  the  text,  Men  void  of 
underftanding  ;”)  Thefe  men  continually  pro¬ 
claim  by  their  lives  and  conduct  this  glaring 
ablurdity ;  and  profefs  themfelves  in  deeds,  if 
not  in  words,  wifer  than  the  God  who  made 
them  ;  wifer  than  all  the  wife  of  every  age  ; 
nay,  wifer  even  than  Nature  and  Reafon  them¬ 
felves  ! — And  (hall  thefe  be  denominated  by  a 
term  of  honourable  import  ?  —  Rather  call 
them  by  their  true  appellation,  c;  Slaves  of 
fenfe.  Haves  of  fin,  and  of  forrow;  enemies 
to  God,  to  themfelves,  and  to  fociety  Men 

who  plunge  their  own  fouls  and  bodies,  as 

« 

well  as  thofe  of  their  deluded  fellow-creatures, 
into  the  bittereft  diflrefs  and  horror  !  thofe 
fellow- creatures,  who,  feduced  by  their  in- 
lidious  arts,  defpoiled  of  innocence  and  repu¬ 
tation,  are  at  length  introduced  into  a  mode 
of  life,  (hocking  to  human  nature  in  general, 
but  to  the  female  nature  doubtlefs  mod  pecu¬ 
liarly  (hocking  !  And  then,  as  if  in  horrid 
mockery  of  their  ruin  and  their  woe,  thefe 
poor  abandoned  wretches,  vhSlims  of  unre¬ 
lenting  luft,  are  like  their  feducers,  branded 
with  the  name  of  Pleafure  alfo  !  u  T»V©men  of 
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Pleafure !”  Oh  Ihame  to  language  and  to 
fenfe  !  Call  them  too  by  their  juft  appellation, 
44  Women  of  infamy  and  of  woe!  miferable 
fallen  women  ;  robbed  of  all  which  adorns 
and  dignifies  the  fex  ;  the  moft  pitiable,  as 
the  moll:  diftrefsful,  of  all  our  finful  and  fuffer- 
ing  fellow- creatures !” 

No,  my  young  friends ;  you  have,  and 
will,  I  truft,  retain  too  much  ingenuity  and 
generous  delicacy  of  foul,  to  fport  with  the 
naileries  of  poor  profligates  like  thefe;  or  to 
fuppofe  that  they,  whofe  hearts  are  almoft 
burfting  with  anguifh  and  diftrefs,  can  ad- 
minifter  the  bleiTed  cup  of  full  and  real  de¬ 
light  to  the  hearts  of  others!  Tis  as  impof- 
fibie,  as  for  night  and  darknefs  to  gladden  and 
glorify  with  the  mid-day  brigh.tnefs  of  the 
Sun!  From  other  fources,  and  from  other 
lentimen  s  mu  ft  flow  thofe  liberal  and  heart¬ 
felt  joys,  which  vice  can  never  fhare,  and 
which  mifery  and  proftitution  can  never  im¬ 
part.  Oh  may  the  God,  who  is  merciful  to 
his  creatures,  who  delighteth  peculiarly  in  the 
fervice  of  thofe  who  early  devote  themfelves  to 
Him,  may  He  preferve  you,  my  young  friends, 
Vol.  II.  L 
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from  the  fnares  and  deiufions,  peculiarly 
dangerous  and  peculiarly  deftrudlive,  of  un¬ 
happy  ruin’d  creatures  like  thefe  !  God  al¬ 
mighty  (hield  you  by  the  fpirit  of  grace  and  of 
purity,  from  the  44  Houfe  of  the  Harlot, 
which  is  the  way  to  hell,  going  down  to  the 
chambers  of  death  !” 

Oh,  my  God  !  hear  me  for  the  young  ones 
of  the  flock:  For  thy  own  honour’s  fake, 
for  the  fake  of  their  prefent  and  future  peace, 
for  the  fake  of  their  parents,  who,  with 
aching  anxious  hearts  tremble  for  the  perns 
and  temptations  which  on  all  fides  funound 
them  ;  nay,  for  the  fake  of  virtue,  religion 
and  our  country,  Guard  tnem,  I  befeech 
thee,  from  the  flattering  lips,  and  delutive  m- 
ticements  of  the  ft  range  and  evil  woman  ! 
Let  not  their  hearts  decline  to  her  ways  ;  let 
them  not  go  aftray  in  her  paths :  Convince 
them  of  the  fhipwreck  they  mu  ft  make,  the 
lofs,  the  miferies  they  muft  fuftain,  from  con- 
jiedtions  pernicious  and  fatal  as  thefe  !  Pre- 
ferve  them  by  thy  holy  fpirit,  pure  in  mind 
and  chafte  in  life  ;  enable  them  to  flee  from 
and  triumph  over  ail  youthful  lufts  3  teach 
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them  continually  to  fay  with  the  faithful 
youth  of  old,  “  How  can  I  do  thi#  great 
wicked nefs,  and  fin  againft  my  God  ?”  And, 
like  that  youth,  triumphant  in  virtue,  may 
they  be  triumphant  in  its  full  and  certain 
rewards;  even  in  the  invaluable  fatisfa&ion 
of  a  good  and  approving  confcience;  in  the 
honour  and  reputation  of  this  world  ;  and  in 
the  prefent  and  eternal  applaufe  of  Him,  who 
hath  pronounced  the  Pure  in  heart  bleffed ; 
becaufe  they  fhall  fee  God  !  To  whom, 
&c.  Amen  ! 
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SEUMON  XI. 

PART  II. 

On  Impurity. 

PROVERBS  vii.  24,  & c. 

Hearken  now  therefore  unto  me9  O  ye  children , 
and  attend  to  the  words  of  my  mouth :  Let 
not  thine  heart  decline  to  her  ways  ;  go  not 
ajlray  in  her  paths .  For  Jhe  hath  cajl  down 
many  mighty  ;  yea>  many  Jlrong  men  have  been 
Jlain  by  her :  Her  houfe  is  the  way  to  hell , 
going  down  to  the  chambers  oj  death . 

WE  are  told,  in  an  ancient  fable,  <c  That 
when  Hercules,  having  arrived  at 
maturity,  was  about  to  fet  forward  in  his 
career  of  glory  ;  he  was  put  to  the  trial  by 
Virtue  and  by  Pleafure  :  The  latter  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  win  him  by  all  the  arts  of  Seduebon 
and  Flattery,  while  the  other  ftrove  to  coun¬ 
terwork  by  every  means  poffible,  the  lubtle 
and  delufive  arguments  of  her  dangerous  ad- 
verfary.  The  youth  happily  made  a  prudent 
choice;  for,  rejeding  the  fyren  fongs  of 
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Pleafure,  be  gave  himfelf  up  to  the  guid¬ 
ance  and  direction  of  Virtue,  and  thus  at¬ 
tained  the  Immortality  he  fought 

The  fable,  my  young  friends,  is  fraught 
with  inftru£tion  to  You  efpecially;  and  the 
great  moral  which  it  means  to  inculcate 
is,  “  That  whatever  youth  would  wifn  to 
arrive  at  true  honour  and  true  happinefs, 
muft  fcorn,  with  a  noble  fortitude,  the  allure¬ 
ments  of  the  Harlot  Pleafure,  and  implicitly 
follow  the  counfels  of  true  Virtue.” 

It  is  this  important  leffon  which  I  am  en¬ 
deavouring  to  imprefs  upon  your  minds  :  And, 
while  an  evil  nature  and  an  evil  world*  while 
allurements  and  temptations  of  various  kinds 
are  unhappily  crowding  around  you  ;  fain 
would  I  difchar2;e  the  office  of  a  faithful 
friend  and  ufeful  inftrudlor,  to  caution  you 
from  the  del ufions  of  Pleafure,  to  preferve 
you  in  the  paths  of  V irtue.  And  though 

*  See  Ridley’?  ct  Choice  of  Hercules. ’*  Doofley’s  Mif- 
cellanies,  Vol.  ill.  p.  6,  Shenftone’s  Works,  Vol.  I,  p.  235* 
3d  Edit. 
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perhaps,  amidfl:  the  din  and  tumult  of  cla¬ 
morous  and  importunate  paifions,  the  “  ftill 
fmall  voice55  of  friendly  admonition  may  not  be 
always  heard  with  fufhcient  attention  ;  yet,  I 
am  not  without  my  hopes,  that  the  truth,  the 
reafonablenefs,  the  importance  of  what  I 
urge,  will  have  its  due  weight  in  a  moment 
of  re  flection  >  and  avail,  through  God’s  grace, 
to  direct  your  choice  fo  happily,  that  you 
will  fcorn  the  ruinous  fophiftry  of  Falfe 
Pleasure;  that  you  will  purfue,  with  un¬ 
remitted  ardour  and  diligence,  the  call  of 
Virtue;  which  is,  indeed,  the  call  of  public 
and  of  private  felicity. 

Can  there  be  wanting  any  further  arguments- 
proof  hereof,  than  the  certain  alTurance  we 
have  had  from  the  laft  difcourfe,  64  That  the 
unreftrained  indulgence  to  fenfual  Pleafures 
io  genera],  and  to  thofe  of  Impurity  in  par¬ 
ticular,  is  in  diredf  oppofition  to  the  laws 
of  Nature,  of  ReTon,  of  Society,  and  of 
God  ?5>  For  furely  it  is  the  height  of  folly  and 
preemption  to  fuppofe,  that  man  fliall  ever 
be  able  to  reap  the  fruits  of  happinefs  from 
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that  foil,  which  God  and  nature  have  accurfed 
with  barrennefs,  and  ordained  to  bring  forth 
only  thorns  and  briars ! 

Indeed,  the  pradUce  of  Impurity  never  can, 
never  did  or  will  produce  aught  but  thorns 
and  briars  :  “  Mifchiefs”  and  cc  Miferies”  to 
others,  and  to  ourfelves  !~~An  additional  ar¬ 
gument  to  difiuade  us  from  the  pra&ice ; 
and  one  upon  which  I  am  now  to  enlarge, 
not  only  in  proof  of  the  rectitude,  wifdom, 
and  propriety  of  thofe  laws,  human  and  divine, 
which  prohibit  this  Vice;  but  as  an  un¬ 
deniable  teftimony,  that  they  who  purfue  it 
are  in  truth,  what  Solomon  has  pronounced 
them,  66  Men  utterly  void  of  underftandmg  ;5? 
men,  who  a£t  in  direcf  contradiction  to  the 
diftinguifhing  principles  and  genuine  cha- 
ra£terifticks  of  their  nature  ;  who  give  them- 
felves  up  to  the  fervice  of  Impurity,  fo  inju¬ 
rious  to  others,  fo  debafing  and  pernicious  to 
themfelves. 

Were  I  reafoning  of  the  Vice  in  gene¬ 
ral,  or  were  not  thefe  Difcourfes,  as  in¬ 
tended  for  your  benefit,  particularly  directed 
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to  You,  my  young  friends,  there  are  a  variety 
cf  infcances  (fome  of  them  juft  hinted  in  the 
former  Sermons)  wherein  I  fhould  exemplify 
the  injurious  effedts  of  this  Vice  upon  foci- 
ety ;  wherein  I  fliould  fhew  how  prejudicial 
and  offenfive  it  is  to  many  of  the  beft  and  . 
deareft  interefts  of  our  fellow-creatures  *. 
Tut,  waving  thefe,  I  would  in  the  prefect 
cafe  only  appeal  to  your  fenfibility,  to  your 
ingenuity  of  heart. — Youth  is  the  feafon  of 
generous  fenfibility  ;  and  the  heart  commonly 
feels,  and  fpeaks  aright,  before  it  is  made 
callous  by  a  vicious  imercourfe  with  the  men, 
and  the  things  of  the  world.  To  that  heart 
th  en,  would  I  appeal  in  behalf  46  Of  the 
partner  of  your  guilt. For,  herein  con- 
fills — and  let  it  be  noted  well — one  peculiar 
and  aggravating  circumllance  of  malignity  in 
this  Vice,  44  That  the  perpetration  of  it 
involves  the  ruin  of  two  fouls  !”  You  can¬ 
not  he  fiogly  guilty  !  While  then  you  are  ex¬ 
pecting  criminal  pleafure  from  the  object  cf 
your  padion,  Oh  think,  that  you  are  not 

*  See  the  former  Sermon,  p.  740.  In  a  fet  cf  Sermons 
©mConcnpifcerce,  I  h->ve  r»eareo  this  fubjeft  at  large  :  A fli 
perhaps  they  may  hereafter  appear  before  the  public, 
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only  endangering  your  own  falvation,  but, 
with  ftrange  perverfenefs,  fubjecfing  to  tha 
fame  fearful  hazard  that  objedt  alfo;  and  all 
for  a  momentary  delight  !  Is  this  confident 
with  reafon  ? — Is  this  agreeable  to  the  genuine 
feelings  of  the  human  heart  ? 

But,  this  objedl  of  your  pafiion  is  either  a 
poor  Profligate  of  the  town,  an  Innocent, 
feduced  from  Virtue  by  your  deceit  ;  or, 

*  m 

the  Wife  of  another.  If  the  former,  fhould 
fhe  be,  what  many  of  thefe  wretched  ruined 
women  become,  a  thorough  profligate  in  heart 
and  manners  ;  fhould  file  be  perfedlly  aban¬ 
doned  in  principle,  as  in  pra£tice  ;  Oh,  my 
young  friends,  can  you  be  fo  devoid  of  deli¬ 
cacy,  and  of  feeling,  as  to  hope  for  fatis- 
fadlion  from  any  commerce  with  an  objefd 
like  this  :  Who,  having  abjured  all  the  pecu¬ 
liar  and  engaging  excellencies  of  her  fex,  has 
nothing  but  rapine  and  plunder  in  view;  and 
whofe  debauched  and  depraved  mind  is  fcarce 
lefs  filthy  and  contagious  than  her  miferably 
degraded  and  contaminated  body  ? 
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But*  if  not  one  of  thefe,  if  not  thus  de-* 
praved  and  utterly  fallen,  mufl  not  all  the 
generous  fentiments  of  your  foul  be  affeded, 
if  haply  you  find  among#  theie  daughters  of 
diftrefs,  one,  that  ftili  retains  fome  traces  of 
native  honour  and  of  innocence  ?  One,  in 
whofe  mind  all  the  female  grace  is  not  utterly 
obliterated  ?  One,  who  feels  the  mifery  of  her 
Rate,  and  would  rejoice  if  it  were  poffible  to  ex¬ 
tricate  herfelf  from  the  defeudive  Labyrinth  l 
Muft  not  her  wretched  cafe  melt  your  bo- 
fom  with  commiferation  ? — Can  your  paffions 
be  fo  blind  and  fo  infatuated,  as  to  exped 
gratification  and  delight  from  the  arms  of 
wretchednefs  and  forrow  ? — Can  your  paf¬ 
fions  be  fo  cruel  and  injurious,  as  to  wifh 
to  plunge  this  poor  Unfortunate  deeper  and 
deeper  in  diftrefs  ?  You  find  her  ftanding;  as  it 
were  on  the  fearful  edge  of  a  precipice,  into 
which  it  lire  plunges,  the  fall  is  inevitable 
perdition  :  And  have  you,  can  you  have  fo 
little  humanity,  as  not  only  to  refufe  your 
helping  hand  to  guide  her  fafely  down  from 
the  danger  3  but  even  to  lend  that  hand  to 


precipitate  her  into  utter  ruin  *  !  I  appeal,  my 
young  friends,  to  your  hearts ;  and  while 
you  preferve  thofe  hearts  ingenuous,  it  is,  it 
muft  be  impoffible,  that  either  the  abandon’d 
or  the  pitiable  profligate  ihould  entice  or  en¬ 
gage  you. 

But,  detefling  connections  with  the  very 
dregs  of  Vice  and  of  wretchednefs,  you 
purfue  another  plan,  and  make  Virtue  and 
Innocence  your  prey  1  Alas,  my  young  friends,  , 
(I  fpeak  as  a  man,  and  as  one  confcious  of  all 
the  infirmities  of  our  nature)  alas  !  what  a 
lhiferable  purfuit,  nay,  and  what  a  miferable 
triumph  is  this!  — Not  to  enlarge  upon  the 
extreme  malediction  which  the  ruin  of  inno¬ 
cence  brings  upon  our  own  fouls,  of  the- 
fcandalous  breaches  of  promife,  the  repeated 
perjuries,  and  all  the  bafe  and  abominable 
arts  which  feduCtion  employs;  only  refleCt 
with  yourfelves  what  cruel  injuries  you  are 
providing  for  the  haplefs  object  of  your  guilty 
pafiion ;  whom,  for  the  fhort  and  fordid 
indulgence  of  a  fenfual  appetite,  you  are 

*  See  my  account  of  the  Rife,  &c,  of  the  Magdalea 
Charity,  v/ith  the  Sermons  annexed. 
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not  only  depriving  of  virtue  and  reputation,, 
the  brighteft  jewels  in  the  female  crown  ; 
but,  probably  introducing,  when  that  unre¬ 
lenting  appetite  is  fatiated,  into  a  life  big 
with  the  molt  ruinous  and  diftrefsfui  evils  ! 
You  are  preparing  tortures  and  punifhments 
greater  than  the  moft  brutal  perfecution  can 
devife,  for  Her,  whofe  greateft  Fault  perhaps, 
afluredly  whofe  greateft  Misfortune  is,  to 
have  a  heart  moft  tenderly  devoted  to  you  ! 
a  heart,  whofe  affedtion  and  attachment  (with 
a  barbarity  unknown  to  Savages)  you  turn 
even  to  its  own  deftrudtion,  and  are  con¬ 
tent  to  pierce  with  the  fevereft  anguifh,  can 
you  but  gratify  your  imperious  and  luftful 
defires  !  And  is  it  poffihle — let  reflection  a 
moment  ftand  ft  ill ,  and  take  a  fllent  review,, 
—is  it  pofllble  that  the  foul  can  find  repofe 
and  fadsfadtion,  in  the  contemplation  of  a 
deed  like  this  ?  Rather,  the  guilty  remem¬ 
brance  will  for  ever  haunt  and  harrow  up  the 
foul :  The  wretched  objedt  reduced  to  all  the 
complicated  miferies  of  proftitution,  will 
furely,,  like  a  fpedtre,  for  ever  be  prefent  to, 
and  murder  all  repofe  of  the  mind  !  while 
her  ruined  Innocence  and  Virtue,  her  polluted 
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body  and  defiled  foul  will  continually  plead, 
in  the  forum  of  confidence,  cc  like  angels, 
trumpet-tongued,  againit  the  deep  damna¬ 
tion  of  the  deed  *  1  ’ 

;  v  dhb  'rnp  fl  ij  '  iloffl  ‘Yl 

I  dwell  not,  in  this  cafe,  on  the  many 
accidental  circumlfiances  of  diftrefs  which 
may,  and  do  generally  accompany  it;  parti¬ 
cularly,  the  diftrading  anguifih  o\  the  parents, 
for  the  ruin  of  their  beloved  child  .  .but  I 
would  here  again,  my  young  friends,  appeal 
to  the  fenfibility  of  your  fouls,  and  afic,  whe¬ 
ther  it  can  be  pofiihle  to  reap  from  any  grati¬ 
fication  of  fenlual  appetite,  a  fuincient  re¬ 
ward  for  the  remorfe  and  the  pangs  of  con- 
fcience,  which  muft  accompany  the  ruin  of 
an  Innocent  ?  of  a  virtuous  and  amiable 
fellow-creature  ;  whom,  even  if  you  do  not 
abandon  to  all  the  miferies  of  proftitutio.n, 
yet,  defpoiled  of  honour,  blafted  in  charader, 

-you  have  {hut  out  from  the  virtuous  and 

* 

iocial  intercourfe  of  her  fex.  You  have  re¬ 
laxed  her  principles;  you  have  fubjected  her 
to  the  fiow  and  pointing  finger  of  infamy  and 

*  See  Dodwell,  Vol.  I.  p.  243,  &c. 
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fcorn  :  You  have  made  Her  days  bitter ; _ nay^ 

and  mo  ft  probably,  have  thus  embittered  all 
your  own.  for  ft  the  fatal  connection  prove 
burdenfome  and  irkfome  to  you,  what  mife- 
ries  and  uneafinefs  inuft  attend  its  diffolution  ! 
But  if  otherwife,  what  acute  and  piercing 
anxieties,  what  painful  reflections  will  you 
endure,  on  having  reduced  fo  low,  difhon- 
oured  fo-much,  diftreiied  in  fo  tender  and  irre- 
•  ;Parable  a  manner,  an  object  amiable  in  herfelf, 
and  whom  you  find  as  truly  deferving,  as  flic 
is  thoroughly  poftefted  of  your  aftcdtion  ! 

Thus,  confidered  in  every  view,  the  feduc- 
tion  of  Innocence  can  never  be  adequate  to 
the  end  propofed  :  And  highly  injurious  as 
It  is,  God  almighty  grant,  my  young  friends, 
that  you  may  for  ever  be  preferved  from  its 
complicated  guilt  !  A  guilt,  which  as  it  is 
without  remedy,  fo  muft  its  remorfe  perpetu¬ 
ally  oiftradf  the  mind ;  and  before  we  can  be 
free  from  its  pangs,  we  muft  either  lull  in 
ftupefaCtion  the  voice  of  conscience,  or  in 
painful  repentance  mourn  over  the  ruin  we 
iave  wrought ! 
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«c  But,  bating  the  flews,  and  an  enemy 
to  fedudion,  your  object  of  vicious  purfuit  is 
the  married  woman,  the  wife  of  another.” 
Not,  furely,  becaufe  you  think  the  crime 
of  adultery  iefs  culpable  than  the  former,  lefs 
injurious  to  others,  or  more  likely  to  anfvver 
your  wifhes  ;  for  of  all  the  crimes  whereof 
man  can  be  gui’ty,  Adultery,  in  the  efteem  of 
every  age  and  every  place,  has  flood  foremoft ; 
as  a  crime  mo  ft  noxious  to  the  interefts  of 
fociety,  moft  pregnant  with  dire  and  deftruc- 
tive  confequences ;  and  produdive  often  of 
evils,  even  greater  and  more  oppreflive  than 
Murder  itfelf.  Hence,  not  only  the  laws  of 
God,  but  thofe  of  men,  in  almoft  every 
kingdom  of  the  world,  have  adjudged  in 
many  cafes  death,  and  in  ail  cafes  the  fevereft 
penalties  to  it.  But,  I  enlarge  not  on  the 
guilt  and  atrocioufnefs  of  this  crime;  mean¬ 
ing,  as  in  the  former  inftances,  to  apply  to 
your  Hearts,  my  young  friends,  and  to  wifh 
an  anfwer  from  their  fenfibility,  in  teftimony 
of  the  injury  arifing  to  others,  and  the  little 
fatisfadion  to  be  expeded  for  yourfelves, 
from  any  adulterous  conn^dion  !  Can  there 
be  a  mere  equitable  rule,  or  one  which  more 
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Immediately  approves  itfelf  to  our  judgment, 
than  that  golden  one,  cc  Of  doing  to  others 
as  we  wifh  they  fhould  do  unto  us  ?”  Put  the 
cafe  then,  that  you  was  an  hufband,  rich  in 
the  affection  of  a  wife  very  dear  and  very 
valuable  to  you  ;  and  that  a  cruel  invader 
came,  dole  away  the  affe&ion  of  that  wife, 
and  alienated  her  from  her  love  and  her  duty. 
Can  you  have  any  conception  of  a  greater 
injury,  or  a  feverer  misfortune  ?  Could  you 
devife  by  any  means  more  cruelly  and  horribly 
to  torture  and  didrefs  your  neighbour  ?  Nay, 
befides,  the  confequence  will  prove  to  diftrefs 
even  Her  alfo,  whom  you  have  thus  feduced 
from  duty  and  from  peace,  and  whofe  mind 
muft  never  more  expedf  to  enjoy  the  fweet 
ferenity  flowing  from  confcious  Virtue,  and 
harmonious  affedtions.  Nor  will  Your  mind  . 
be  lefs  injured,  or  your  end  more  amply 
attained  ;  for  what  confidence  can  you  have 
in  a  woman  drawn  afide  from  the  plained 
path  of  duty,  and  who  has  broken  through 
the  mod  folemn,  and  the  mod  facred  of  all 
ties  ?  What  fecurity  can  you  have  of  her 
future  Fidelity  to  you  ?  And  what  unpleafing, 
if  not  dedrudtive  confequences  may  you  not 
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reafonably  exped  from  the  injured  and  indig¬ 
nant  hufband  ;  for,  “  Jealoufy  is  the  rage  of  a 
man  ;  therefore  he  will  not  fpare  in  the  day  of 
vengeance  * !  ” 


Thus  it  appears,  that  whatever  mods 
of  gratifying  luftful  paffions  men  purfue, 
while  they  ad  in  contradidion  to  the  regular 
and  appointed  laws  of  Nature,  of  Society, 
and  of  God,  they  are,  and  ever  mud  be,  in 
a  high  degree  injurious  to  their  fellow-crea¬ 
tures,  and  particularly  to  the  unhappy  partners 
in  their  guilt  !  , 

Yet,  not  to  others  only,  the  Vice  of  Im¬ 
purity  is  peculiarly  noxious  and  prejudicial 
to  ourfetves,  to  the  mind,  body,  eftate  and 
reputation.  There  cannot  be  any  need  to 
expatiate  much  upon  this  fubjed  j  for,  who 
knows  not  how  much  this  Vice  degrades  the 
human  foul,  how  much  it  extinguifhes  the 
lioht  of  truth  and  virtue,  and  fenfualizes 
every  rational  faculty  ?  Who  knows  not 
what  inquietude,  diffatisfadion,  and  reltiefs- 

*  Prov.  vi.  3  }t 
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nefs  of  mind  ever  dwell  with  thofe  who  prac« 
life  it  ?  Who  knows  not  how  much  it  diflref- 
fes  the  confidence,  while  it  keeps  the  finner 
in  perpetual  anxiety,  and  in  a  conft’ant,  uneafy, 
feverifh  ftate  of  concupifcence  ?  Who  knows 
not  how  many  and  pernicious  Vices  it  is 
neceffarily  cohnefled  with,  or  naturally  leads 
to  ?  Idlenefs,  and  the  grofTeft  intemperance 
are  its  never-failing  attendants ;  pride  and 
luxury  dwell  with  it :  Broils  and  contentions, 
nay,  and  often  murder  itfelf  (murder  of  little 
haplefs  innocents,  fometimes  before,  often 
at  ter  their  birth)  together  with  perjury,  falfe- 
hood,  lying,  diflembling,  and  filthy  conver¬ 
sation  of  all  kinds  accompany  it :  A  total 
annihilation  of  focial  and  domeftick  affe&ion 
is  too  often  fatally  conneded  with  it:  Luff, 
predominant  luft,  frequently  extinguifhes  the 
love  of  wife,  of  hufband,  of  children,  of 
friends,  and  cf  all  things  good  and  honour¬ 
able :  Nay,  and,  what  one  would  lead:  ex¬ 
pend,  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  fee  avarice 
in  company  with  uncleannefs  :  the  luflful  can 
often  fpare,  and  even  deny  almoft  neceiTaries 
to  their  families  and  dependants  3  can  wring 
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rfrom  the  poor,  can  filch  from  their  neigh¬ 
bours,  that  they  may  have  to  lavifh  on  the 
objects  of  their  Vice,  and  maintain  their  ex¬ 
pen  five  wickednefs  ! 

But,  befides  its  connection  with  this  odious 
and  enormous  train  of  evils,  who  knows  not, 
what  fatal  mifchiefs  it  brings  upon  the  repu¬ 
tation  ?  Often  utterly  and  'irretrievably  loft  by 
It ;  and  with  that  lofs,  commonly,  every 
•other  evil  is  involved  !  Solomon,  fpeaking  of 
the  impure  man,  remarks,  that  by  his  vicious 
purfuits,  4  A  wound  and  difnonour  fhal!  he 
get,  and  his  reproach  fnall  not  be  wiped 
away.5  Again,  who  knows  not  what  imme¬ 
diate  deftrucHon  this  Vice  often  brings  upon 
the  -eftate,  leading  men  to  expences,  which 
they  are  not  able  to  anfwer  ;  for  4C  by  means  of 
an  abandoned  woman,  fays  Solomon,  a  man 
is  brought  to  a  piece  of  bread  \  5  and  thus,  too 
often,  God  knows,  excited  to  illicit  methods 
of  procuring  that,  whereby  lie  may  anfwer  the 
demands  of  his  lufls;  methods,  which  in. 
numberlefs  inftances  have  proved  the  deftruc- 
tion  of, life  ;  In  the  more  exalted  Stations,  by 
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gloomy  fuicide  and  defperation,  and  in  the 
lower,  by  a  public  and  ignominious  death  ! 
As  but  too  many  of  thofe  parents  with  bleed¬ 
ing  hearts  can  teflify,  who  have  caufe  to  date 
the  ruin  of  their  fons,  and  their  {hamefu! 
ends,  from  the  fatal  intercourfe  they  have  had 
with  thofe,  whofe  houfe  c  is  the  way  to  hell, 
going  down  to  the  chambers  of  death  !’ 

Again,  befides  its  fad  cfledls  on  the 
mind,  the  reputation,  the  eftate,  and  the  life, 
who  knows  not  with  what  horrid  efFedis  to  the 
body  this  crime  is  attended  ?  Evils,  which 
Cjod  and  nature  have,  as  it  were  in  juft  pu- 
nifhment,  annexed  to  this  flagrant  tranfgref- 
tion  of  their  laws ;  evils,  which  frequently 
fap  the  foundation  of  the  heft  conffitutions ; 
and,  either  in  early  youth  confume  the 
j|  ftrength,  and  fend  the  fading  dowers  devoted 

victims  to  the  grave  ;  or  lay  up  a  miferable 
flore  of  difeafe  and  pain  for  the  few  and 
fuffering  days  of  future  life; — and  evils, 
which,  however  fevere,  it  would  be  well  if 
the  Offenders  only  felt ;  but  which,  alas  !  are 
dreadfully  communicated  to  the  innocent  and 
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virtuous;  and  for  which,  full  often,  late  po- 
fterity  may  curie  the  finful  indulgences  of  their 
contaminated  progenitors  ! 


But,  though  thefe  confequences  are  inju¬ 
rious  and  fatal  enough,  yet  what  are  they, 
what  are  all  earthly  and  corporeal  punifh- 
ments,  compared  to  the  anguiih  which  arifes 
from  an  uneafy  and  diftreffed  confcience  ?— A- 
confcience  allured,  that  by  a  continuance  in 
thefe  vices  all  hopes  of  heaven  are  forfeited  ; 
chat  God  and  his  bleffed  Son  are  armed  in 
judgment  againft  the  firmer;  and  that  every 
attribute,  as  well  of  power  as  of  mercy,  is 
not  only  offended,  but  engaged  to  puniih  ana 
condemn?  And  oh,  how  difmah  the  clofe  of 
life  !  how  miferable  old-age,  but  above  all, 
how  {hocking  and  tremendous  the  bed  of 
death,  to  a  confcience  haraffed  and  oppreffed 
like  this  !— — But,  of  the  death  of  the  pro¬ 
fligate,  we  ihall  hereafter  have  a  fearful  view, 
when  we  have  conffJered  the  Vice  of  Gaming, 
another  of  the  64  Falfe  Pleafures”  which  men 
purfue,  and  one  attended  with  confequences 
no  lefs  pernicious  than  the  Vice  of  Impurity  : 
With  refpect  to  which  we  obferve,  that  how«*- 
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ever,  in  particular  cafes,  fhtion  and  fortune 
may  enable  men  to  avoid  feme  of  the  evils- 
before  enumerated  ;  yet  thefe— the  uneafv 

v  j 

conference— the  offended  God, — the  future 

punifhment  —  are  confequences,  no  man 

upon  earth  can  avoid,  if  he  be  p-uiltv  of 
>  •  •  .  *  °  ■> 
this  crime;  which,  as  it  totally  precludes  ah 

the  means  of  moral  improvement,  de^radinp" 
and  debafing  the  mind,  fo  does  it  wholly  in¬ 
capacitate  for  all  the  duties  of  religion.  For,  . 
who  will  have  the  hardinefs  to  pray  to  a  God 
cf  purity,  while  openly  tranfo reding  his  pure 
and  iioly  laws  ?  Who  can  read  his  word,  which  ^ 
m  every  page  flafhes  forth  conviction  an.d  con¬ 
demnation  againft  all  fuch  ofFenders-?  Who 
in  fuch  a  ilate  can  attend  that  holy  Com* 
munion,  which  is  the  commemoration  of  a* 


fpotlefs  Saviour, 
to  redeem  from 


{bedding  his  precious  blood' 
all  iniquity?  And  in  what 


date  muff  that  foul  he?  Let  thofe  confider, 
^ho  fi-nd  it  difficult  enough  to  preferve  the 
happy  requipoife  even  with  the  diddled  care. 


and  in  the  mod  regular  ufe  of  the  means  of 

grace  ?  Let  fuch  confider,  in  what  date  that 
» 

foul  mud  be,  which,  utterly  negle&ful  of 
God,  and  of  all  the  means  of  grace,  lives  in 
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the  foul  practice  of  a  crime,  injurious  to 
others,  ruinous  to  ourfelves,  in  immediate 
contradiction  to  the  laws  of  Nature,  of 
Reafon,  of  Society,  and  of  that  great  and 
juft  judge  of  all  mankind,  who  hath  de- 
lared,  "that  he  ‘  will  render  unto  every 

I  1 


man  according  to  his  works  ! 

I  have  finely  faid  enough,  my  young  friends  ? 
to  engage  not  only  your  paflions,  but  your 
reafon,  on  the  fide  of  Purity ;  and  to  make 
you  more  than  ordinarily  watchful,  that  yon 
fall  not  into  the  delufions  and  deceits  of  the 
oppofite  Vice.  Indeed,  all  your  vigilance 
and  attention  will  be  neceffary,  not  only  to 
combat  its  Urong  temptations  fiom  without, 
but  its  violent  propenfities  from  within.  F 01 5 
as  there  is  noVice  perhaps  to  which  our  cor¬ 
rupt  nature  is  more  prone,  fo  is  tnere  none 
which  hath  wrought  greater  ruin  and  diftrefs 
amongft  our  fellow-creatures  :  cc  It  hath  caff 
down  many  mighty  j  yea,  many  ftrong  men 
have  been  deilroyed  by  it:’’  —  Many  (otherwise 
amiable  and  excellent)  have,  through  its  fatal 
fedu&i.on,  not  only  funk  their  reputation, 
but  involved  their  whole  fucceeding  Jives  ia  * 

M  4  7  ' 


'Oil 


i68  S  E  R  M  O  N  XI. 

ti^e  feverefl  and  molt  afEnffing  calamities 
an  additional  motive  for  caution  and  watchful- 
nefs5  my  young  friends,  with  refpect  to  your- 
ieives ; — Exit  furely,  at  the  fame  time,  my  be¬ 
loved,  a  motive,  as  itrong  on  Your  parts,  who, 
as  Parents  or  Guardians,  are  interefled  in  the 
welfare  of  youth,  not  to  treat  with  too  harfh 
feverity  accidental  tranfgreflion  in  this  kind, 
Confider  human  nature,  confider  yourfelves ; 
coniider  the  ftrength  and  violence  of  hu¬ 
man  paiiions,  and  the  force  of  temptations’; 
ana  with  a  lenient  mildnefs1  reprove  and  ex¬ 
hort,  in  order  to  guard  and  preferve  from 
future  deviations  as  much  as  you  may.  But 
do  not,  by  an  ill-timed  aufterity,  drive  the 
offender  to  extremes,  which  a  judicious  and 
affectionate  treatment  may  probably  prevent. 

While,  confcious  of  the  weaknefs  of  our 
common  nature,  I  would  thus  urge  one  word 
in  behalf  of  mutual  forbearance,  and  chrif- 
tian  lenity  one  towards  another;  while  I 
would  wifh  to  p’ead,  frail  and  erring  as  we  all 
are,  for  a  little  charity  towards  the  frailties 
and  errors  of  each  other;  miffake  me-  nor, 
my  young  friends,  as  if  I  was  either  apologia- 

*  See  the  Anecdotes, 
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ing  for  thofe  tranfgrellions,  or  thought  them 
by  any  means  unavoidable,  and  therefore  to  be 
cxcufed.  I  am  well  allured-1- for  we  have  ha.d 
fufEcient  examples— that  no  neceflxty  of  fin¬ 
ning  in  this  refpeft  is  laid  upon  our  nature  : 
Clirift  hath  promifed  blefTednefs  to  the  pure 
in  heart,  and  pure  in  heart  vve  may  there¬ 
fore  certainly  be  :  And  though  I  would  by  no 
means  treat  accidental  offence  with  feverity, 
yet,  believe  me,  (my  young  friends)  you  will 
find  it  not  only  infinitely  more  happy,  but 
more  eafy  to  yourfelves,  to  perfevere  perfectly 
unblameabie,  and  pure  from  this  Vice,  than, 
having  once  broken  the  bounds  of  chafti  ty, 
to  return  again  within  them.  Truth  it  13, 
through  the  grace  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  groifeii 
offenders  may,  on  lincere  repentance,  find 
mercy  and  pardon  :  We  have  upon  record, 
for  the  comfort  of  all  thofe  who  have  devi¬ 
ated  from  purity,  examples  of  abundant  mercy 
and  forgivenefs  vouch  fa  fed  by  the  God  of  our 
hope  to  the  greateft  Tinners  in  this  way; 
and  it  would  ill  become  me  more  efpecially, 
to  fpcak  with  feverity  on  this  head,  who  have 
been  fo  far  bleff  by  the  goodnefs  of  God,  as 
to  be  inflrumental  in  opening  a  houfe  of 
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mercy  for,  and  in  preaching  continually  the ' 
benign  and  comfortable  doctrines  of  pardon 
and  peace  to  thofe  who  truly  repent,  and  ■ 
utterly  for  fake  the  Impurities  of  their  former 
life  Yet  this,  notwithstanding,  I  muft  be 
allowed  to  repeat,  and  urge  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner,  that  as  it  is  far  more  eafy  to  prevent, 
than  to  cure,  fo  is  it  far  more  eligible  and 
happy :  And  on  this  account,  ever  folicitous 
for  your  beft  welfare,  my  young  friends,  and 
fully  afcertained  that  by  due  care  and  difci- 
pline,  a  ftrich  and  inviolable  chaftity  may  be 
maintained,  (till  it  ihall  pleafe  God  to  grant 
you  the  full  completion  of  your  juft  and  rea- 
fonable  defires  in  honourable  marriage)  Allow 
me  in  conclufion,  juft  to  fuggeft  a  few  parti¬ 
culars,  which,  under  the  all-fufHcient  grace  of 
God,  will  certainly  enable  you  the  better  to 
combat,  and  to  conquer. 

To  this  end,  the  mod  important  rule  is, 
ever  to  maintain  the  moft  lively  fenfe  of  re¬ 
ligion  oil  your  fouls ;  and  particularly,  a 
conftant  regard  to  the  prefence  and  all-feeing 
eye  of  the  pure  and  holy  God ;  a  tender  re- 


#  See  the  Note, 
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membr3nce  of  the  death  and  crucifixion  of 
your  Redeemer  for  the  finful  pollutions  of 
our  nature;  of  your  union  with  Him,  of 
the  inhabitation  of  his  Holy  Spirit  in  your 
bodies  as  his  temples  ;  the  many  and  {Liking 
paflages  in  his  holy  word,  declarative  of  his 
hatred  to  this  Vice,  and  of  the  certain  pu- 
nilhment  it  will  find,  when  the  whoremonger, 
and  adulterer,  and  all  the  unclean  and  denied, 
{hall  be  not  only  excluded  from  heaven,  but 
ca ft  into  the  lake,  the  fmoke  of  whofe  tor¬ 
ment  afcendeth  for  ever  and  ever  ! 


A  lively  fenfe  of  religion  upon  the  foul,  is  -  . 
fcarce  to  be  maintained  without  a  regular  and 
constant  ufe  of  the  means  of  grace  ;  you  will 
therefore  be  fervent  and  frequent  in  prayer  5 
diligent  in  reading  the  facred  leriptures,  and 
uniform  in  your  attendance  on  the  holy  table 
of  the  Lord;  which,  you  will  find,  from 
the  neceitary  previous  preparation,  from  the 
Solemnity  of  the  a£t,  from  the  cautious  fo- 
Briety  of  future  conduct,  and  above  all,  from* 
the  plenteous  fupply  of  divine  grace,  of  all 
the  means  mod  powerful  to  preferve  you  puse 
in  heart  and  life.! 


i?2  SERMO  N  XL 

To  thefe  religious  means,  the  great  moral 
ones,  of  ftrief  and  univerfal  fobriety,  of 
conitant  and  induftrious  employment,  and  of 
an  nabitual  watchful nefs  and  government  over 
the  outward  fenfes,  mull:  neceffarily  be  joined  : 
The  eye  or  ear  mu  ft  never  be  fuffered,  much 
lefs  be  habituated,  to  fee  or  hear  any  thing, 
which  may  be  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Virtue, 
or  tend  to  weaken  its  facred  and  reverential 
reftraints.  You  cannot  preferve  too  cauti- 
oufly  that  native  modefty,  which  is,  if  not  cor¬ 
rupted,  congenial  with  us ;  and  a  ftrong  bar¬ 
rier  againft  Vice  ;  particularly,  if  it  be  aided 
by  an  improved  delicacy  of  fentiment,  a  re¬ 
finement  of  tafte  and  manners,  which  will 
always  render  grofs  Vice  fo  unpleafing  and 
painful,  that  we  fhall  never  fuffer  it  to  o-ain 

o 

the  afcen deucy  over  us. 

But  temperance,  induftry,  felLgovernment^ 
and  the  like,  will  be  fruitlefs,  and  every  rule 
and  every  caution  fruftrated,  if  you  do  not 
take  efpecial  heed,  to  avoid  all  thofe  perfons, 
places,  and  occafions  of  temptation,  which 
are  either  calculated  to  feduce,  or  in  your* 
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cafe  likely  to  feduce  and  deftroy  your  Virtue. 
Wherever  but  a  probability  of  fo  unhappy 
an  effedl  may  appear,  it  is  your  immediate 
duty,  and  your  higheft  wifdom  to  retire : 
Your  greatefl  fafety  is  in  retreat;  and  your 
greateib  danger  confifts  in  parlying  with  temp¬ 
tations.  Fly  them  with  precipitation,  cau¬ 
tious  and  fearful  of  beginnings  ;  and  making 
it  your  ftudy  to  avoid,  as  much  as  may  be, 
all  the  occafions  of  evil.  The  cockatrice 
which  may  eafily  be  crufh’d  in  the  egg,  will, 
if  fuffered  to  hatch  and  grow  up,  prove  a 
poilonous  ferpent,  hard  to  be  deftroyed. 

Befides  thefe  Rules,  your  own  prudence  and 
difcretion  will  fugged:  more,  and  fuch  as  are 
immediately  adapted  to  your  peculiar  ftate  and 
circumftances.  The  difcourfes  too,  which 
1  have  delivered  to  you  heretofore,  will  fug¬ 
ged  feme  others,  and  thole  of  no  fmall  im¬ 
portance  :  And,  if  you  conduct  yourfelves  by 
thefe,  and  rules  like  thefe,  there  is  no  doubt, » 
my  young  friends,  but  you  will-  efcape  the 
contagion  of  youthful  lulls,  and  keep  your- 
felvcs  pure. 
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Happy  ill  all  I  think  myfelf,  if  any  endea¬ 
vours  of  mine  flial'l  conduce  to  this  mod  im¬ 
portant  .  end  ;  and  let  me  intre^t  you  mofl: 
ferioufly  and  afFe&ionately,  to  confider,  that 
as  no  motive,  but  an  earn  eft  wifh  for  your 
prefent  and  eternal  well-being,  can  influence 
my  heart  in  what  I  deliver  to  you ;  fo  you 
can  never  acquit  yourfelves  to  your  own  con¬ 
sciences,  if  you  negleft  and  defpife  what  I 
offer  :  Nay  more,— if  you  negled  and  defpife 
it,  and  adc  in  contrariety  to  what  I  have  ad- 
vifed,  you  never  can  be  happy  in  this  life,  or 
happy  in  the  next.  For,  take  it,  my  young 
friends,  as  a  doling  truth  on  this  occafion  ; 

Purity  and  Virtue  are  their  own  rewards 
and,  were  there  neither  a  God,  nor  a  future 
ftate,They  would  be  the  furefl  means  of  render¬ 
ing  us  happy  in  ourfelves,  ufeful  and  honour¬ 
able  to  the  community,  and  a  blefling  to  all 
thofe  mofl:  nearly  and  tenderly  interefted  in 
our  welfare !—  But,  when  there  is  a  God, 
when  there  is  a  future  ftate,  the  bleffedneff 
of  which  we  can  never  fhare,  without  this 
purity  and  holinefs  of  heart  and  life;  how 
are  our  obligations  of  duty  and  of  inter«£ 
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heightened  !  and  how  can  we  expedl  to  efcape 
condemnation,  if  we  negledl  to  cultivate  and 
improve  it ! 

^  f  f  ,,  <  >  V  '  ■  ’  ?  t  1’ '  t  '  »  • 

God  almighty  grant,  that  you,  arid  all  of 
us,  may  labour  fo  to  purify  our  fouls  from  all 
defilement,  to  act  in  fuch  confidence  with 
the  laws  of  Nature,  cf  Reafon,  of  Society, 
and  of  God  ;  to  be  fo  cautious  of  injuring 
our  neighbour  in  the  {lighted,  much  more  in 
the  mod  atrocious  degree;  and  to  maintain 
fuch  felf-reverence,  fuch  a  wife  and  con- 
dant  regard  to  the  dignity  and  purity  of  our 
nature  ;  that  we  may  pafs  through  this  world 
in  peace,  and  with  the  pleafing  tedimohy  of  a 
good  confcience;  and  be  ready  to  receive  our 
call  to  the  next,  with  an  humble  but  firm 
perfuafion,  that  we  fhall  fee  and  enjoy  the 
beatifick  vifion  of  that  God,  in  whofe  prefence 
is  the  fulnefs  of  joy,  and  at  whcfe  right  hand 
‘there  are  pleafures  for  evermore  !  Amen. 
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Anecdotes  on  the  foregoing  fubjedL 

(1.)  It  has  been  remarked  of  Augudus 
Caefar,  that  chadity  was  by  no  means  his 
Virtue;  but  if  he  cad  his  eye  on  a  beautiful 
woman,  though  her  hufband  were  of  the  firft 
quality  in  Rome,  he  would  immediately  fend 
his  officers  to  bring  her  to  him,  either  by 
fair  means  or  by  force.  The  Philofopher 
Alhenodorus,  who  had  formerly  been  pre¬ 
ceptor  to  Tiberius,  and  was  very  intimate 
with  Augudus,  took  the  following  method 
to  reform  this  Vice  of  the  great  man.  For, 
when  the  Emperor  one  day  had  fent  a  litter 
for  a  certain  noble  lady,  of  the  houfe  of  the 
Camilli,  the  Philofopher  fearing  fome  difader 
might  enfue,  (her  family  being  very  popular, 
and  highly  reflected  at  Rome)  goes  before 
to  the  lady’s  palace,  and  acquainting  the 
parties  concerned  with  it,  the  hufband  boiling 
with  rage,  threatened  to  dab  the  meffengers 
of  the  Emperor,  when  they  came.  The 
prudent  Philofopher  however  app.eafed  his 
refentment,  and  only  deiired  a  fuit  of  the 
lady’s  apparel,  which  was  granted  him.  He 


S  E  R  M  O  N  XL 


177 

then  put  it  on,  and  hiding  his  fword  under 
his  robes,  entered  the  litter,  perfonating  the 
lady.  The  melTenger  knew  no  other,  and 
carried  him  inftantly  to  the  EmperoPs  apart¬ 
ment  ;  who,  heightened  with  defire,  made 
haffe  to  open  the  litter  himfelf :  When 
Athenodorus,  fuddenly  drawing  his  fword, 
leaped  forth  upon  him ;  faying,  tc  Thus, 
mighteft  thou  have  been  murdered  :  Wilt 
thou  never  leave  a  Vice,  attended  fo  evidently 
with  much  danger?  Jealoufy  and  rage  might 
have  armed  an  hufoand,  or  fubfiituted  an 
adaflin  thus  difguifcd,  inltead  of  thy  faithful 
friend  ;  who  might  have  laid  hold  of  this 
opportunity  to  deprive  the  Republic  of  fo 
gracious  a  Prince. —  But  I  have  taken  care  of 
thy  life  ;  do  Thou  henceforth  take  warning.” 
The  Emperor,  equally  frightened  and  fur- 
prifed,  teftified  himfelf  pleafed  with  the  Phi— 
Icfopher’s  ftratagem  ;  gave  him  ten  talents  of 
gold,  thanking  him  for  fo  feafonable  a  cor¬ 
rection  ;  and  it  is  Paid  that  from  that  time  he 
began  to  reftrain  his  unlawful  pleafures,  and 
cultivate  a  life  more  decent,  and  fuitable  to  his 
exalted  character. 

Vol.  II.  M 
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(2.)  A  young  Italian  Nobleman  fell  in  love 
with  aDutchefs  of  fingular  beauty,  but  knew* 
not  how  to  make  her  fenfible  of  it ;  at  length 
chance  gave  him  an  opportunity  beyond  his 
expectation.  One  evening  as  he  returned 
from  Hawking,  he  paffed  through  the  fields 
of  the  lady  in  queftion,  bordering  on  the 
palace.  The  Duke  her  hufband  and  fhe 
were  walking  together  as  the  young  Lord 
came  by.  The  Duke  feeing  his  train,  and 
what  game  they  had  been  purfuing,  afked  him 
fome  quefiions  concerning  their  fport,  and 
being  of  an  hofpitable  difpofition,  invited  him 
into  his  palace  to  partake  of  a  collation.  He 
accepted  the  offer  ;  and  here  commenced  an 
acquaintance,  which  in  time  made  way  for 
an  affignation  between  the  Dutchefs  and  him  : 
Accordingly  he  was  let  into  the  gardens  one 
night,  and  conduced  privately  to  her  chamber, 
where  fne  was  before-hand  ready  to  receive 
him.  After  fome  compliments,  My  Lord, 
faid  the  Dutchefs,  you  are  obliged  to  my 
hufband  for  this  favour ;  who,  as  foon  as  you 
were  gone  from  our  houfe,  the  fir  ft  time  we 
faw  you,  gave  you  fitch  commendations  .as 
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-made  me  conceive  an  immediate  pafilon  for 
you.’’ — “And  is  it  true,  Madam  ?  replied  the 
young  Nobleman  in  aflonifhment ;  then  far 
be  it  from  me  to  be  fo  ungrateful  to  my 
friend; ”  With  that  he  refumed  his  gar- 
ments,  which  he  had  begun  to  throw  by, 
and  inftantly  took  his  leave. 


(3.)  When  a  young  fellow,  who  was  juft 
come  from  the  play  of  Cleomenes,  or  the 
Spartan  Hero,  told  Mr.  Dryden  the  author, 
in  raillery  againft  the  continency  of  his  prin¬ 
cipal  character,  “  If  I  had  been  alone  with  a 
lady,  I  ihould  not  have  palled  my  time  like 
your  Spartan  “  That  may  be,  anfwered 
the  bard  with  a  very  grave'face 5  but,  give 
me  leave  to  tell  you,  Sir,  you  are  no  hero.” 


(4.)  But  of  all  the  indances  we  can  meet 
with  in  reading  or  in  life,  where  fhail  we  find 
one  fo  generous  and  honeft,  fo  noble  and 
divine,  as  that  of  Jofeph  in  holy  writ  ?  When 
his  mafter  had  entrufted  him  fo  unrefervedlv, 
that  (to  fpeak  in  the  emphatical  manner  of 
the  fcripture)  “  He  knew  not  aught  he  had 
fave  the  bread  which  he  did  eat,”  the  amiable 
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youth  was  fo  unhappy  as  to  appear  irrefutably 
beautiful  to  his  Miftrefs  :  But  when  this 
fnamelefs  woman  proceeds  to  folicit  him, 
how  gallant,  how  glorious  is  his  anfwer  ! 
<c  Behold,  my  Matter  wotteth  not  what  is 
with  me  in  the  houfe,  and  he  hath  committed 
all  that  he  hath  to  my  hand  :  There  is 
none  greater  in  this  houfe  than  I,  neither 
hath  he  kept  back  any  thing  from  me,  but 
thee,  becaufe  thou  art  his  wife.  How  then 
can  I  do  this  great  wickednefs,  and  fin  againft 
•'God?”  The  fame  arguments  which  a  bafe 
mind  would  have  made  to  itfelf  for  perpe¬ 
trating  the  evil  ;  'namely,  free  truft,  full 
power,  and  immediate  temptation,  were  to 
this  brave,  this  gallant  man  the  greatefl:  mo¬ 
tives  for  his  forbearing  it.  He  could  do  it 
with  Impunity  from  man  ;  but  he  could  not 
affront  and  prefumptuoufly  offend  &  juft,  an 
holy,  ana1  an  avenging  Gcd. 

(5.)  When  men '  of  rank  and  figure  pafs 
-away  their  lives  in  criminal  purfuits  and 
practices ;  in  perpetually  feeking  the  ruin  of 
Innocence,  and  diftrefs  of  unguarded  Virtue  ; 

.  they  ought  tO'Confider,  .that  thereby  they 
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render  tbemfelves  far  more  vile  and  defpica- 
ble  than  any  innocent  man  can  be,  however 
low  his  birth,  his  ftation,  or  his  fortunes. 
Title  and  anceftry  render  a  good  man  more 
illuftrious,  but  an  ill  one  more  contemptible  5, 

Thy  father’s  merit  fets  thee  up  to  view. 

And  plants  thee  in  the  faireft  point  of  light 

To  make  thy  Virtues  or  thy  Faults  confpicuous* 

Cato, 

It  is  furely  matter  of  wonder  that  thefe 
deftroyers  of  Innocence,  though  dead  to  all  the 
higher  fentiments  of  Virtue  and  Honour,  are 

Id 

not  retrained  by  Companion  and  Humanity, 
To  bring  forrow,  confufion  and  infamy  into 
a  family ;  to  wound  the  heart  of  a  tender 
parent,  and  ftain  the  life  of  a  poor  deluded 
young  woman  with  a  difhonour  which  can 
never  be  wiped  off,  are  circumftances,  one 
would  think,  fufficient  to  check  the  moft  vio¬ 
lent  paflion,  in  a  heart  which  has  the  lead  tinc¬ 
ture  of  pity  and  good-nature.  To  enforce  thefe 
general  reflexions,  we  add  the  following  Anec¬ 
dote,,  taken,  from  a  French  author,  and  which 
refers  to  the  Chevalier  Bayard  ;  a  man  of 
great  valour,  and  high  reputation,  and  diftin- 
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guillied  amongft  his  cotemporaries  by  the 
appellation  of  44  1  he  Knight  without  fear, 
and  without  reproach.”  Our  Knight,  fays 
he,  was  pretty  much  addi&ed  to  that  moil 
fafhionable  of  all  faults.  One  morning  as  he 
was  dreiling,  he  ordered  his  Lacquey  to  bring 
him  home  in  the  evening  feme  other  viclim  of 
lavvlefs  paflion.  1  he  fellow,  wife  and  prompt 
to  do  evil,  had,  it  feems,  for  fome  time  ad- 
drefied  hmifelf  to  an  old  gentlewoman  of  de¬ 
cayed  fortune,  who  had  a  young  maiden  to  her 
daughter,  of  very  great  beauty,  and  not  yet 
fiXteen  years  of  age.  The  mother’s  extreme 
poverty,  and  the  infinuations  of  this  artful 
pander  concerning  the  foft  difpofition  and 
generofity  of  his  mafter,  made  her  at  length  - 
confent  to  deliver  up  her  daughter.  But 
many  were  the  intreaties  and  reprefentations 
of  the  mother,  to  gain  her  child’s  confent  to 
an  adlion,  which  fhe  faid  fhe  abhorred,  even 
while  fhe  exhorted  her  to  it:  66  But,  my 
child,  fays  fhe,  can  you  fee  your  mother  die 
for  hunger?”  The  virgin  argued  no  longer, 
but  burfling  into  tears,  declared  fhe  would  go 
any  where.  The  Lacquey  conveyed  her  with 
great  obfeejuioufnefs  and  fecrecy  L>  hi$  mafler’a 
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lodgings,  and  placed  her  in  a  commodious 
apartment  till  he  came  home.  The  Knight, 
at  his  return,  was  met  by  hiS  Lacquey,  (with 
that  faucy  familiarity,  which  Vice  never  fails 
to  infpire  between  ranks  however  unequal,) 
who  told  him  with  a  diabolical  exultation. 
She  is  as  handfome  as  an  angel,  but  the 
fool  has  wept,  till  her  eyes  are  iwelled  and 
bloated  ;  for  fhe  is  a  maiden  and  a  gentle- 
woman.”  With  that  he  conducted  his  mailer 
to  the  room  where  (he  was,  and  retired. 
The  Knight,  when  he  faw  her  bathed  in  tears, 
faid  ia  fome  furprize;  “  Don’t  you  knows 
young  woman,  why  you  were  Drought  hi¬ 
ther  ?” — The  unhappy  maid  inftantly  fell  on 
her  knees,  and  with  many  interruptions  oi 
Lghs  and  tears  faid  to  him,  u  Yes,  Sir,  too 
well,  alas  !  I  know  why  I  am  brought  hither : 
My  mother,  to  get  bread  for  her  and  myfelf, 
has  fent  me  to  do  what  you  pleafed  :  But 
would  it  might  pleafe  Heaven  i  could  oie, 
before  I  am  added  to  the  number  of  thofe 
miferable  wretches  who  live  without  ho¬ 
nour  !”  With  this  refledlion,  ihe  wept  anewv 
and  beat  her  bofom.  The  Knight  ilepping 
from  her,  faid,  <{  I  am  not  fo  abandoned^  asi 
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to  hurt  your  innocence  again#  your  will/’ 
The  novelty  of  the  accident  furprized  him 
into  Virtue,  and  covering  the  young  maid 
with  a  cloke,  he  led  her  to  a  relation’s  houfe, 
to  whofe  care  he  recommended  her  for  that 
night.  The  next  morning  he  fent  for  her 
mother,  and  aiked  her  if  her  daughter  was 
the  virtuous  creature  ihe  fo  amiably  appeared 
to  be  ^  the  mother  allured  him  of  her  fpotlefs 
purity,  till  at  lea#  the  late  period,  when  flxe 
delivered  her  up  to  his  lervant.  ‘c  And  are 


not  you  then,  cried  the  Knight,  a  wicked 
woman,  to  contrive  the  debauchery  of  your 
own  child  ?  She  helti  down  her  face  with 
fear  and  fhame,  and  in  her  ccniufion  uttered 
To  me  broken  words  concerning  her  poverty, 
tc  i'ar  be  it,  faid  the  Chevalier,  that  you 
fhould  relieve  yourfelf  from  want  by  a  much 
greater  evil  !  \  our  daughter  is  a  fine  young 
creature :  Do  you  knew  of  none  that  ever 
fipoke  of  her  for  a  wife?”  The  mother  an- 
fwered,  *c  There  is  an  hone#  man  in  our 
neighbourhood  that  loves  her,  who  has  often 
faid  he  would  marry  her  with  200  L”  The 
Knight  ordered  his  man  to  reckon  out  that 
fum,  with  an  addition  of  fifty  to  buy  the  bride 
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clothes,  and  fifty  more  as  an  help  to  the  mo¬ 
ther.”  I  appeal  to  all  the  Libertines  in  town, 
whether  the  poffeflion  of  mercenary  beauty 
could  give  half  the  pleafure  that  this  young 
gentleman  enjoyed,  in  the  reflexion  of  having 
relieved  a  miferable  parent  from  guilt  and 
poverty,  an  innocent  virgin  from  public  fham.e 
and  ruin,  and  bellowing  a  virtuous  wife  upon, 
an  honeft  man  *. — How  noble  an  example  is 
this  to  every  generous  mind,  and  how  confo- 
nant  to  the  charadler  of  that  “  pure  religion, ” 
which  we  are  told  cc  con  fills  in  vifiting  the 
fatherlefs  and  the  widows  in  their  afflidlions, 
and  in  keeping  ourfelves  unfpotted  from  the 
world  !.” 

(6.)  A  Lacedaemonian,  whofe  affairs  ob¬ 
liged  him  to  go  out  of  Greece,  fell  into  fome 
company,  who  were  very  inquifitive  about  the 
conllitution  of  Sparta.  One  of  them,  among 
other  particulars,  defired  to  know  what  was 
the  punifhment  for  Adulterers  ?  The  Spartan 
readily  replied,  That  they  had  no  Adulterers 
in  Lacedaemon :  But  upon  the  Querill  per- 

*  For  Tome  fine  remarks  fuked  to  the  fubje<3:r  fige  ibfc 
Cuardian,  t\®  j  7. 
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lifting  to  know  in  what  manner  he  believed 
an  Adulterer  would  be  punifhed,  that  ftiould 
happen  to  be  dete&ed,  “  1  believe  (fays  the 
Spartan)  our  Senate  would  order  the  criminal 
to  give  the  perfon  he  had  injured  a  Bull,  with 
a  neck  long  enough  to  ftand  upon  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  Greece,  and  drink  out  of  a  river  in 
Peloponnefus.”  Upon  the  inquifitive  Gen¬ 
tleman’s  feeming  to  apprehend,  that  it  was 
abfolutely  impoftible  to  find  fuch  a  Bull, 

Sir,  (fays  the  Spartan)  give  me  leave  to 
tell  you,  that  ?tis  full  as  impoftible  to  find  an 
Adulterer  in  Lacedaemon.” 

(y.)  Henry  the  IVrth  of  France  was  utv- 
queftionably  one  of  the  greateft  ‘characters 
ancient  or  modern,  whether  we  confider  the 
qualities  of  his  body  or  mind,  which  hiftory 
produces;  yet  an  attachment  to  women,  and 
an  infatiable  indulgence  of  his’paftions,  not 
only  led  him  into  a  thoufand  aClions,  which 
tarnifhed  his  glory,  but  intirely  marred  all 
the  peace  of  his  life.  It  would  be  endlefs  to 
quote  inftances.  The  admirable  memoirs  of 
his  great  friend  and  minifter  Sully,  are  full  of 
them  ;  they  are  indeed  one  continued  admo- 
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nition  to  the  reflecting  mind  againft  the  Vices 
of  Impurity;  and  nothing  can  be  more  me¬ 
lancholy  than  to  think,  that  a  man,  whofe 
humanity,  generofity  and  courage  were  un¬ 
equalled  ;  who,  in  the  words  of  Sully, cc  loved 
his  fubjedls  as  a  father,  and  the  whole  Rate, 
as  the  head  of  a  family who  was  candid* 
fincere,  grateful,  compailionate,  generous, 
wife,  penetrating ;  and  in  fhort,  endow’d 
with  every  great  and  amiable  quality,  fhould 
be  fo  attached  to  women  and  to  luft,  as  to  - 
render  himfelf  defpicable,  his  wife  and  family1 
miferable,  and  as  it  feems  moil  probable,  his 
latter  end  horribly  fearful 

(8.)  The  learned  Selden,  feme  few  days 
before  his  death,  fent  for  Archbifiiop  Ufherr 
and  Dr.  Langbaine.  Amongft  other  matters 
he  told  them,  that  he  had  furveyed  moil  of 
the  learning  that  was  amongft  the  fons  of 
men  ;  that  his  ftudy  was  filled  with  books 
and  manuferipts,  on  various  fubjedts ;  yet  h©-; 
could  not  at  that  time  recoiled!  any  paffage 

*  He  was  ftabbed  in  his  coach  by  Ravaillac,  who,  as. 
there  were  ffcrcng  reafons  to  fufpett,  was  inftigated  to  th& 
horrid  deed  by  one  of  the  King’s  miflrefTes, 
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out  of  infinite  books  and  papers  whereon  he 
could  reft  his  foul,  fave  out  of  the  facred 
fcriptures  ;  wherein  the  moft  remarkable  pafi- 
fage  which  lay  moft  upon  his  fpirits,  was 
this.  u  The  grace  of  God  which  bringeth 
falvation  hath  appeared  to  all  men ;  teaching 
us,  that  denying  ungodlinefs  and  worldly 
lufts,  we  fnould  live  foberly,  righteoufly  and 
godly  in  this  prefent  world  :  looking  for 
that  blefied  hope,  and  the  glorious  appearing 
of  the  great  God  and  our  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift;  who  gave  himfelf  for  us,  that  he 
might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify 
unto  himfelf  a  peculiar  people  zealous  of 
good  works.”  See  Titus  ii.  ver.  n — 14. 


(9.)  The  ftory  which  is  told  of  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  Monaftery  of  La  Trappe,  is 
remarkable  and  well  attefted  :  The  Order  is 
one  of  the  moft  auftere  and  lelf-denying  ima¬ 
ginable.  Its  founder  was  M.  Bouthillier  de 
Ranee,  a  man  of  pleafure  and  gallantry, 
who  was  converted  into  the  deepeft  gloom 
of  devotion  by  the  following  {hocking  inci¬ 
dent.  His  affairs  had  obliged  him  to  abfent 
himfelf  for  fome  time  from  a  lady,  with  whom 
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he  had  lived  in  the  conneflions  of  unbridled 
and  fuccefsful  pafiion.  At  his  return  to  Paris, 
he  purpofed  to  furprize  her  agreeably,  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  fatisfy  his  own  impatient 
defire  of  feeing  her,  by  going  diredly  and 
without  ceremony  to  her  apartment,  by  a 
back  flair,  which  he  was  but  too  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with.  But,  think  of  the  fpe&acie 
which  prefented  itfelf  to  him  on  his  entrance 
into  the  chamber  ! — his  miftrefs  dead  !  dead 
of  the  fmall-pox  !  disfigured  beyond  expref- 
fion  !  a  loathfome  mafs  of  putrefied  matter  ; 
and  the  furgeon  (landing  by,  feparating  the 
head  from  the  body,  becaufe  the  coffin  had 
been  made  too  fliort ! — He  flood  for  a  moment 
motionlefs  in  amazement,  and  filled  with 
horror;  then  retired  from  the  world,  and 
(hut  himfelf  up  in  the  Convent  of  La  Trappe  ; 
where  he  palled  the  fad  refidue  of  his  days, 
in  the  moft  cruelly  fevere  and  difconfolate 
devotion. 

(10.)  We  will  clofe  thefe  anecdotes  with 
a  part  of  a  letter  infertedin  the  Guardian 
(Nu  123.)  written  in  the  character  of  a 
mother  to  one  of  high  rank?  who  had  feduced 
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and  abufed  her  daughter,  and  which  gives* 

very  lively  idea  of  the  afflidion  which  a  good 

parent  muft  fuffer  on  fo  melancholy  an  oc- 
<cafion. 

cc  My  Lord, 

Lafl  night  I  difcovered  the  injury  you  have 
done  to  my  daughter.  Heaven  knows  how 
long  and  piercing  a  torment  that  fhort-lived 
ihameful  Pleafure  of  yours  muft  brino;  upon 
me  !  upon  me,  from  whom  You  never  re¬ 
ceived  any  offence  !  This  confideration  alone 
.iliould  have  deterred  a  noble  mind  from  fo 
bafe  and  ungenerous  an  aft.  But  alas !  what 
is  aL  the  grief  that  muft  oe  My  ftiare,  in  com¬ 
panion  of  that,  with  which  you  have  re¬ 
quited  Her,  by  whom  you  have  been  obliged  ? 
Lofs  of  good  name,  anguifh  of  heart,  ftame 
and  infamy,  are  what  muft  inevitably  fall 
lipon  her,  unlefs  (he  gets  over  them  by  what 
is  much  worfe,  open  impudence,  profeffed 
iewdnefs,  and  abandoned  proflitution  !  Thefe 
are  tne  returns  you  have  made  to  her,  for 
putting  in  your  power  all  her  livelihood  and 
dependance,  her  Virtue  and  Reputation.  G 
rny  Loid,  fhould  My  fon  have  pradtifed 
^he  like  on  one  of  Y  our  daughters !— Hcnovf 
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you  {Well  with  indignation  at  the  veiy  men¬ 
tion  of  it,  and  would  think  he  deferved  a 
thoufand  deaths,  fhould  he  make  luch  an 
attempt  upon  the  honour  of  your  family. 
Tis  well,  my  Lord  ’.—And  is  then  the  honour 
of  your  daughter  (whom  {till,  though  it  had 
been  violated,  you  might  have  maintained  in 
plenty,  and  even  luxury)  of  greater  moment 
to  her,  than  to  my  daugnter  hers,  whofe 
only  fuftenance  it  was  ?  And  mull  my  fon, 
void  of  all  the  advantages  of  a  generous  edu¬ 
cation,  mud:  He,  I  lay,  confider ;  and  may 
your  Lordfhip  be  excufed  from  all  reflection  ? 
—Eternal  contumely  attend  that  guilty  Title, 
which  claims  exemption  from  thought,  and 
arrogates  to  its  wearer  the  prerogative  of 
brutes  !  Ever  curfed  be  its  falfe  luftre,  which 
could  dazzle  my  poor  daughter  to  her  un¬ 
doing  1  Was  it  for  this,  that  the  exalted  merits 

O 

and  godlike  Virtues  of  your  great  anceftcr 
were  honoured  with  a  coronet,  that  it  might 
be  a  pander  to  his  pofterity,  and  confer  a 
privilege  of  difhonouring  the  innocent  and 
defencelefs  ?  At  this  rate,  the  laws  of  rewards 
fhould  be  inverted,  and  he  who  is  generous 
and  good  fhould  be  made  a  beggar  and  a 
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-Have ;  that  induftry  and  honeft  diligence  may 
keep  his  pofterity  unfpotted,  and  preferve 
them  from  ruining  virgins,  and  making  whole 
families  unhappy.  Wretchednefs  is  now  be¬ 
come  my  never- failing  portion,  &c. — Thus 
have  I  given  fome  vent  to  my  forrow,  nor 
fear  I  to  awaken  you  to  repentance,  fo  that 
your  fin  may  be  forgiven. 

My  Lord, 

^°ur  Confcience  will  help  you  to  my  NameT 
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On  Intemperance. 

i  CORINTHIANS  ix.  2- 

Every  man  that  Jlriveth  for  the  maftery  is  tem¬ 
perate  in  all  things . 

'\7‘  OUR  enemies  from  without,  my  young 
JL  friends,  are  not  the  only  ones  you  have 
to  dread  :  You  carry  thofe  within,  from 
which  far  the  greateft  danger  is  to  be  fuf- 
pecled,  and  againft  which,  confequently,  the 
ftri&eft  guard  is  to  be  kept.  Every  thing  is 
to  be  feared  from  a  corrupt  nature,  continually 
prompting  ftrong  and  evil  paffions  to  illicit 
gratifications.  If,  by  divine  grace,  you  can 
maintain  the  due  government  over  tftefe; 
if  you  can  fupport  reafon  in  her  empire,  and 
preferve  to  the  loul  its  due  dominion  over  the 
body;  you  will  more  eafily  perfevere  in  a 
courfe  of  \  irtue ;  you  will  more  eafily  refill 
the  outward  fed  unions  of  the  world  and  the 
devil.  In  this  government  of  the  paffions; 
Vol.  II.  O 
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By  maintaining  this  fuperiority  of  the  foul  over 
the  body,  you  will  conquer  that  defpicable 
and  deftruaive  Vice  of  Intemperance, 
-the  next  of  thofe  “  Falfe  Pleafures,”  which 
I  am  to  develope ;  and  which  will  be  belt  done 
by  Hating  at  large  the  nature  of  the  contrary 
Virtue,fo  eflentiallyneceffary  to  your  rightcon- 
dua,  fo  immediately  produ&i  ve  of  your  true 
felicity.  For  if  you  “  ftrive  for  the  maftery,” 
if  you  with  to  attain  the  great  end  of  life; 
if  you  wifli  to  depart  hence  with  felf-applaufe, 
and  to  obtain  the  future  crown,  you  muft  “  be 
temperate  in  all  things  * carefully  abftaining 
from  the  improper  ufe  of  every  thing  which 
tends  to  diminifh  or  deftroy  the  due  govern¬ 
ment  of  yourfelf,  and  to  weaken  that  domi¬ 
nion  over  your  paflions,  which  every  wife 
man  fhould  endeavour  to  maintain. 

This  is  the  general  notion  of  Temperance : 
But  it  may  be  proper  to  {hew  more  Jatgmy, 
whereinTemperance  is  more  efpecially  placed  : 
what  are  the  particulars  wherein  it  is  gene¬ 
rally  tranfgreffed  ;  what  are  the  bad  confe¬ 
rences  of  fuch  tranfgrefiion ;  and  what  are 


*  Ej'XjPftT'JS* 


I 


SERMON  Xii. 


*9  5 


the  proper  rules  to  be  obferved  in  order  to 
avoid  fuch  tranfgreffion. 


Now,  as  Temperance  in  general  con- 
lifts  cc  in  maintaining  the  dominion  of  reafon 
over  fenfe,  of  foul  over  body  5”  fo  is  it  parti¬ 
cularly  converfant  in  regulating  and  duly  pro¬ 
portioning  the  meafure  of  deep,  food,  meat 
and  drink,  and  the  other  corporeal  and 
merely  animal  gratifications  *.  With  refpecl 
to  the  meafure  of  thefe,  it  is  not  eafy,  indeed 
it  is  not  poflible,  to  lay  down  any  certain  and 
univerfal  rule  3  fince  men’s  conftitutions  differ 
fo  much  from  each  other,  and  from  themfelves 
at  different  times,  that  what  would  be  excefs  in 
one,  might  perhaps  be  abftinence  in  another  3 
and  what  would  be  abftinence  in  one,  might  be 
excefs  in  another.  But  though  this  be  the 
cafe,  there  ate  cri tenons  enough  whereby 
you  may  be  enabled  to  judge  diffidently  in 
your  own  cafe,  and  to  determine  clearly  con¬ 
cerning  {the  degree  of  excefs  or  defedt  in  any 
of  the  above  particulars, 

*  -  Var-pfc ,  t/Trvtf,  XaysitiijTi 
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In  the  firfi:  place,  a  general  reflexion  oil 
the  end  for  which  thefe  bodily  gratifications 
are  defined,  will  ferve  as  an  invariable  rule 
to  diredt  your  conduct :  When  you  confider 
that  they  are  defigned  only  to  fupport  and 
refrefh  the  body,  to  keep  it  in  due  tone  and 
harmony,  that  it  may  properly  obey  the  com¬ 
mands  of  the  foul,  and  as  a  faithful  fervant, 
well  difcharge  thofe  offices  which  reafon  en¬ 
joins  ;  you  will  eafily  fee  that  every  excefs,  in¬ 
capacitating  from  this  end,  and  deftroying 
this  regular  fubordination,  is  wrong  and  crimi¬ 
nal.  But  when  you  confider  more  particu¬ 
larly  the  things  above  fpecified,  whereby 
temperance  is  exceeded,  you  will  more  eafily 
judge  concerning  that  proportion  of  each 
which  you  are  to  allow  yourfelf. 

And  firfi:  with  refpedt  to  Sleep  ;  when  you 
refledt  that  it  is  an  immediate  demand  of 
animal  nature,  abfolutely  neceflary,  it  is  true, 
to  the  fupport  of  that  nature,  but  at  the  fame 
time  reducing  it  to  a  ftate  of  perfedt  inactivity, 
to  an  intire  deprivation  of  all  the  functions  of 
reafon,  theloweftof  all  animal  gratifications. 
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end  one  which  abfolutely  fh  ikes  out  from  the 
fhort  fpan  of  our  life,  all  the  moments  which 
are  confumed  in  it ;  when  you  confider  Sleep 
in  this  true  light,  you  will  never  indulge  to 
it  more  than  you  find  neceflary  from  your 
conftitution,  to  the  fupport  and  refreshment 
of  your  body. 

As  the  time  of  youth  is  the  only  time  for 
improvement,  every  precious  hour  of  this 
fhort  period  fhould  be  hufbanded  with  the 
moil  facred  care.  But  how  many  of  thofe 
precious  hours  will  you  lofe,  if,  indulging 
to  this  mean  gratification,  you  wafle  the 
early  and  meff  important  part  of  the  day  in 
indolence  and  flumber,  nor  rife  on  the  firft 
occafion  to  apply  with  renewed  vigour  of 
mind  to  thofe  ftudies  or  occupations  which 
you  have  in  purfuit  ?  Be  allured,  you  will  find, 
my  young  friends,  that  Early  rifing  is  one  of 
the  fureft  methods  to  improve  your  Minds, 
your  Virtue,  and  your  Health  :  Your  Minds ; 
as  in  thofe  prime  hours  of  filence  and  retire¬ 
ment,  you  will  not  only  foreflall  the  bufinefs 
of  the  day  ;  but,  gaining  many  hours,  which 
others  indolently  confume  in  bed,  will  be 
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enabled  to  lay  up  a  treafure  of  knowledge  for 
your  future  lives Your  Virtue;  as  the 
animal  powers  will  thus  be  weakened  ;  as 
from  increafe  of  knowledge,  increafe  of  good- 
nefs  will  naturally  fpring ;  and  as  the  grace 
of  heaven  will  certainly  fall  upon,  and  blefs- 
your  well-meant  endeavours,  as  well  as  hear 
thofe  petitions  which  I  fuppofe  you,  my  dear 
young  friends,  to  put  up  to  him  in  the  ftil- 
xtefs  of  the  morning,  before  you  enter  on  any 
worldly  occupations :  A  practice,  which,  I 
truil,  you  will  never  omit ;  for,  believe  me, 
that  pradlice  will  be  found  in  a  wonderful 
manner  to  blefs  and  fucceed  your  undertak¬ 
ings,  and  to  render  your  minds  ferene  and 
chearful  through  the  following  day.  Nor 
will  early  riling  be  found  lefs  conducive  to 
your  Health  :  It  is  with  deep  as  with  all  other 
animal  enjoyments;  where  one  is  hurt  by 
taking  too  little,  thousands  are  hurt  by  tak¬ 
ing  too  much  :  where  one  man  is  hurt  by 
abflinence,  thoufands  are  (lain  by  excefs.  A 
much  lefs  quantity  of  deep  than  is  generally 
iuppofed,  fuffices  to  fupport  and  refrefh  na¬ 
ture;  and  the  tak.  no*  too  much  of  this,  as  in 
the  cafe  of  food,  not  only  overloads  the  body. 
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but  of  conference  hebetates  and  flattens 
the  mind  ,  and  renders  a  man,  ir  I  may  10 
fay,  half  afleep  all  the  time  he  is  awake. 
Take  a  moderate  proportion  fufficient  to  your 
refrefhment,  and  you  will  rife  chearlul,  vi¬ 
gorous,  and  alive  ;  alert  and  addive,  fit  fo± 
bufinefs,  and  well  inclined  to  it.  1  is  unquel- 
tionable  in  this,  as  in  all  other  bodily  gratifi¬ 
cations,  that  the  more  we  indulge  it,  the  more 
we  may ;  that  it  gains  a  dominion  over  us, 
in  proportion  to  the  power  we  give  it;  till  at 
length,  if  we  are  fo  wretched  as  to  fubmit 
ourfelves  to  fuch  a  drowzy  mafter,  it  will  not 
only  rule  over  us  for  the  night,  but  bury  us 
in  its  oblivious  infatuation  great  part  of  the 
day.  Hence  that  vacancy  and  flupor,  dii- 
cernible  in  fome,  efpecially  after  full  feedings 
that  luxurious  indulgence  in  deep  after  fuca 
meals  ; — -a  praddice  as  prejudicial  to  health,  as 
it  is  contrary  to  temperance;  the  confequence, 
certainly,  of  ill  cuftom  and  downright  indo- 
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lence,  which  can  have  nothing  to  plead  or 
urge  in  its  defence.  Beware,  my  young 
friends,  of  ill  cuftoms,  not  of  this  only,  but 
of  every  kind  ;  they  creep  upon  us  infid  ioufly 
by  flow  degrees ;  and  having  once  gained  a 
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power  over  us,  are  with  the  extreme#  dif¬ 
ficulty  broken  and  conquered.  Make  it  your, 
rule  therefore,  with  refpedt  to  deep,  to  in¬ 
dulge  to  it  no  more  than  is  abfoluteiy  requi¬ 
re  for  your  fupport  and  refrefhment  :  Con- 
itder,  whileyou  give  way  to  the  dealing  foftnefs, 
the  Thief  of  your  time  and  pleafure,  you  facri- 
iice  both  the  duties  and  enjoyments  of  your 
being.  Make  it  your  fixed  practice  to  rife 
early  in  the  morning,  and  when  arifen,  to 
employ  yourfelf  actively  and  inaudrioufly  ;  to 
be  awake  and  alive  ;  not  drov/zy  and  indolent 
throughout  the  day:  Always  remembering 
that  this  is  the  way  to  the  greated  improve¬ 
ments  and  advantages;  while  the  fiuggard, 
who  cries,  64  A  little  more  deep,  a  little  more 
dumber,  a  little  more  folding  of  the  hands 
to  deep,”  dial  1  be  clothed  with  ra  p-s  :  His 

o 

poverty  fhall  come  upon  him  as  one  that  tra¬ 
velled,  his  want  as  an  armed  man. 

It  is  with  Virtues  as  with  Vices ;  as  one 
Vice  generally  brings  on,  and  leads  to  ano¬ 
ther,  fo  the  right  difcharge  of  one  Virtue 
capacitates  for,  and  introduces  the  practice 
of  another.  He  who  is  moderate  in  his  ufe 
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of  cc  Sleep,”  will  certainly  be  fo  in  his  ufe 
of  u  Food  ”  becaufe  excels  in  the  latter  will 
render  it  inipofiibie  to  be  abftemious  in  the 
former. 

The  great  and  good  Creator  of  the  world, 
who  has  given  ns  infinite  variety  of  meats 
and  drinks,  to  fupport  our  frail  bodies,  has 
been  pleafed  to  annex  to  the  ufe  of  thofe 
meats  and  drinks  a  certain  degree  of  fatis- 
faclion  :  What  is  neceflary  to  our  fupport,  he 
has  rendered  pleafing  in  the  ufe ;  from  whence 
we  are  evidently  taught,  that  we  may  cer¬ 
tainly  confult  a  degree  of  fatisfadfion  in  our 
food,  and  are  not  bound  by  the  laws  of 
ftridteftTemperance  to  deny  ourfelves  all  kinds 
of  gratification  in  it.  But  though  this  be 
the  cafe,  Temperance  by  all  means  enjoins  the 
frri6heft  watchfulnefs,  left  we  exceed  this 
allowed  fatisfadlion  :  Continually  reminding 
us  of  the  great  and  chief  end  for  which  we 
are  called  to  eat  and  drink  ;  namely,  the  fup¬ 
port  and  refrefhment  of  our  body,  in  order 
to  maintain  the  juft  dominion  of  our  fouls. 
Whenever  we  eat  or  drink  more  than  is  fuf- 
iicien t  to  this  end, — to  the  heating  our  bodies* 
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the  endangering  our  health,  the  inflaming 
our  paflions,  and  the  lofing  the  ftrict  and 
fober  government  of  ourfelves ;  let  the  quan¬ 
tity  be  what  it  may,  more  or  lefs,  we  then 
are  guilty  of  the  Vice  of  Intemperance, 
A  Vice,  my  young  friends,  which  you  are 
peculiarly  to  avoid  :  The  very  flighted:  indul¬ 
gences  in  it  are  dangerous ;  the  leaft  tempta¬ 
tions  to  it  are  cautioufly  to  be  guarded  againft : 
For  it  is  moft  deftru&ive ;  pregnant  with  the 
direft  confequences  to  health,  fortune,  repu¬ 
tation,  purity,  peace,  and  felicity  of  every 
kind. 

Need  you- be  told  how  prejudicial  it  is  to 
Health,  when  you  refledf  that  almoft  all  the 
difeafes,  or  at  leaft  thofe  of  the  mpft  dan¬ 
gerous  and  painful  kind,  which  afflidt  the 
human  race,  arife  from  Intemperance;  either 
our  own,  or  that  of  our  parents  entailed  up¬ 
on  us  ?  See  in  the  horrid  train  of  this  per- 
'  nicious  monfter,  burning  Fever,  joint-tortur¬ 
ing  Gout,  half-dead  Pally,  fwollen  Dropfy, 
panting  Afthma,  full-gorged  Apoplexy,  and 
a  thou fand  other  diforders  of  fearful  name  ! 
I>iforders,fufficient  to  render  the  leaft  approach 
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to  Intemperance  formidable ;  fufficient  to  re¬ 
commend  the  contraryVirtue :  Whofe  perpe¬ 
tual  attendants  are  felf-pofieilion,  chearfulnefs 
and  health  which,  for  the  raoft  part,  ex¬ 
tends  life  to  the  longed:  fpan  ;  but  which,  if 
life,  (amidd:  the  thoufand  and  ten  thoufand 
evils  that  furround  it,)  cannot  be  extended  to 
the  longed:  fpan,  yet  enables  men  truly  to 
enjoy  life  while  they  exid:,  and  preferves  them 
from  its  greateft  evils.  ’Tis  however  re¬ 
markable,  and  a  great  argument  on  the  fide 
of  Temperance,  that  thofe  who  have  moil  ex¬ 
celled  in  this  Virtue,  have  generally  attained 
the  greated:  age  ;  And  we  are  told  of  Socrates, 
as  a  further  argument  for  temperance,  that 
notwithftanding  he  redded  in  Athens,  during 
the  great  and  devouring  plague  there,  yet  he 
never  caught  the  lead:  infedtion  :  An  event 
unanimoudy  afcribed  to  that  uninterrupted 
Temperance  for  which  he  was  remarkable. 

Again,  how  fatal  are  the  effe&s  of  intemper¬ 
ance  to  men’s  Fortunes  !  They  who  are  flaves 
to  this  Vice,  not  only  give  the  knavilh  and 
the  crafty  the  mod:  dangerous  advantages  over 
them  in  their  temporal  affairr,  but  are  abfo- 
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lately  incapacitated  from  a  right  management 
of  thofe  affairs.  Too  often,  indeed,  they  grow 
wholly  neglectful  of  them ;  little  regarding  any 
thing  befide,  if  they  can  difiipate  their  hours 
in  the  wretched  company  of  thofe  who  are  tri¬ 
fling,  worthjefs,  and  inconfiderate  as  them- 
felves  :  while  thus  their  unhappy  families  are 
fufFered  to  languifh  in  poverty  and  diftrefs, 
and  are  often  with  them  brought  to  the 
loweft  mifery.  “  For  the  drunkard  and  the 
glutton,  fays  the  wTife  man,  fhall  come  to 
poverty.” 

What  a  brand  too  doth  this  Vice  fix  upon 
the  Reputation  !  Have  you  not,  my  young 
friends,  the  utmoft  abhorrence  of  a  man, 
whofe  known  cbaradler  is  that  of  a  glutton 
or  a  drunkard  ?  A  character  like  this  mu  ft 
neceflfarily  be  defpifed  :  For  who  will,  who 
can  repofe  any  confidence  in  fuch  perfons, 
efpecially  where  fecrecy  is  concerned  ?  Who 
knows  not  that  they  who  are  guilty  of  this 
Vice  are  difpofed  to  various  crimes,  and 
preparing  for  the  greateft;  for  when  men’s 
reafon  is  loft,  of  what  are  they  not  capable  ? 
Who  knows  not,  that  they  who  pra&ife  the 
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tiled  crimes,  Robbers,  murderers,  and  other 
fuch  public  offenders,  generally  heat  and  pre¬ 
pare  themfelves  by  excels  of  drinking,  for  the 
perpetration  of  their  guilt  ?  finding  it  often 
neceffary  to  make  themfelves  mad,  before 
they  can  have  hardinefs  to  commit  their 
flagitious  enormities;  To  a  fellowfhip  wherein 
the  unwary  are  but  too  frequently  drawn,  by 
a  fellowfhip  with  them  in  their  intemperate 
drinkings  and  excefs.  Rut  further,  where 
perfons  are  not  led  to  fuch  grofs  evils,  who 
knows  not  how  defpicable  men  become  by 
thisVice,  in  the  fight  of  all  fober  people  ?  who 
knows  not  what  a  wretched  and  contemptible 
figure  they  make,  with  ftupid  flaring  eyes, 
and  muddled  countenance ;  fo  contemptible, 
that  could  a  drunkard  once  fee  himfelf  in 
that  fituation,  he  could  not  fail,  one  would 
imagine,  to  defpife  himfelf,  and  to  avoid  as 
a  fcorpion  the  excefs  which  fo  difguifes, 
degrades,  deftroys  all  the  Rational  in  him  ? 
Could  he  too,  at  the  fame  time,  hear  the 
abfurd,  the  weak,  the  offenfive,  the  lewd, 
the  immoral  and  profane  follies  which  fall 
from  his  Hammering  tongue,  he  would  for- 
fwear  a  Vice,  which,  beyond  all  others,  un¬ 
mans  and  expofes  to  fcorn.  The  Spartans, 
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my  young  friends,  fenfible  of  the  numberleft 
evils  which  fpring  from  Intemperance,  ufed 
to  inculcate  fobriety  on  their  Children,  by  ex- 
pofing  to  their  notice  the  behaviour  of  their 
Slaves  in  a  drunken  fit;  frequently  making 
them  eye-witnefles  of  all  their  madnefs  and 
abfurdities,  and  at  length,  of  the  perfect 
fenfelefsnefs  which  the  immoderate  draught 
occafioneu  ;  not  doubting  but  the  idea  of  the 
vile  change,  would  be  fo  fixed  in  the  minds 
of  its  benolders,  as  to  render  them  utterly 
averfe  from  its  caufe :  And  we  may  reafonably 
conclude  that  irom  hence,  from  the  fre¬ 
quency  of  fo  fad  and  humiliating  a  fight, 
the  children  of  thole  perfons,  who  have  been 
accuftomed  thus  to  difguife  themfelves,  have 
often  proved  remarkably  fober:  Avoiding  in 
their  riper  years  their  parents’  crime,  from 
tnat  utter  deteftation  of  it  which  they  con- 
trafiedin  their  earlier  years.  Would  to  God, 
my  young  friends,  You  may  always  thus  draw 
good  from  evil !  Would  to  God,  whenever 
you  behold  this,  or  any  other  deformed  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Vice,  you  may  be  ftruck  with 
abhorrence  at  the  fight,  and  engaged  to  a 

nearer  and  more  affe&ionate  love  of  Vir¬ 
tue.! 


V—  V.  ■  - 


Hi?;  V. 


_ 


SERMON  XII.  207 

But  I  have  not  done  with  the  ill  confe- 
quences  of  the  V ice  of  Intemperance  .  It  is 
the  parent  of  luft,  as  web  as  the  murderer 

reafon.  For  who  can  ooubt  of  the  worft 
fenfual  gratifications  following  it  with  thofe, 
whofe.pafiions  are  all  on  fire,  and  whofe  rea¬ 
fon  lies  buried  in  the  profoundeft  oblivion  ? 
And  can  that  be  a  man,  a  rational,  an  im¬ 
mortal  creature  ;  much  more,  can  that  be  a 
Chriflian,  who  thus  knowingly  drowns  all  that 
is  right  and  good  in  his  foul,  and  voluntarily 
unbars  the  gates  to  admit  his  worft  and  moft 
deftrudlive  enemies  ?- — But  on  this  head  we 
fiiall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  more  fully  here¬ 
after. 

Let  me  obfetve  again,  that  not  only 
the  health,  the  fortune,  the  reputation, 
the  Chaftity,  but  all  the  Peace  of  that  man’s 
mind  muft  neceffarily  be  deftroyed,  Who  is  a 
Have  to  this  Vice.  Even  in  the  moft  jovial 
hours,  contentions  and  quarrels  are  apt  to 
arife ;  “  For,  who  hath  woe,  who  hath  for- 
row,  who  hath  contentions,  who  hath  bab¬ 
blings,  who  hath  wounds  without  caufe,  who 
hath  rednefs  of  eyes  ?— They  that  tarry  long 
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at  the  wine;  they  that  go  to  feek  mixed 
win^,  Rut  thefe  are  not  their  only  woes  ^ 
for  what  can  be  more  pitiable  than  a  man 
giv^n  up  to  the  leverity  of  his  own  reproaches 
on  account  of  his  exceffes,  and  of  the  evil 
Confequences  which  he  cannot  help  fearing 
from  them  ?  What  peace  of  mind  can  fuch  a 
man  enjoy  ?—  And,  worn  out  with  intempe¬ 
rance  and  difeafe,  incapable  any  longer  to 
relifh  the  boon  companion  and  the  circling- 
glafs  ;  deferted  by  his  fummer  friends  ;  un¬ 
supported  by  any  inward  confolation  ;  how 
pee  vim,  how  pitiable,  how  deplorably  wretch¬ 
ed  mu  ft  be  the  decline  of  fuch  a  man’s  life  ! 

Yet  neither  is  this  the  worft;  for  all  who  are 
unhappily  connedted  with  fuch  a  one,  muft 
in  a  meafure  alfo  feel  his  #vils,  and  be  de¬ 
prived  of  peace.  Who  can  paint  in  colours 
fufficiently  affedting,  the  diftrefsful  fituation 
of  the  tender  wife,  and  the  affectionate  family  ? 
The  afflidted  wife,  waiting  with  anxious  for- 
iow,  and  a  thoufand  reasonable  and  fore¬ 
boding  apprehennons,  the  return  of  an  huf- 
band,  deiormed  with  Intemperance,  and  bring¬ 
ing  to  ins  home, — not  the  chearful  endear- 

*  Prov.  xxiii,  29,  30. 
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fnents  of  the  father, — the  hufband — the  com¬ 
panion — the  friend  ;  but  the  foul,  the  litigi¬ 
ous,  or  the  dupid  debafements  of  the  brute  ! 
Oh  fhame  to  human  nature,  to  Virtue,  to 
tendernefs  and  love !  And  is  it  thus  men 
deftroy  the  fvveetnefs  of  domeftic  felicity,  and 
drive  themfelves  from  the  enjoyment  ot  that 
bed:  earthly  paradife,  their  home?  Oh,  my 
young  friends,  when  I  confider  you,  as  rifing 
into  life ;  when  I  contemplate  thofe  who 
now  are  intereded  in  your  good  conduct; 
thofe  who  will  hereafter  be  connected  with  you 
by  the  tendered  and  mod  endearing  ties,  and 
who,  with  fvveet  affedion,  will  depend  on  you 
for  the  bed  and  choiced  comforts  of  human 
life;  How  I  tremble,  led  the  fed ud ions  of 
falfe  pleafure  ihould  allure  and  enfnare  you  ! 
led  you  fhould  forfeit  the  expectations  formed 
of  you  !  led,  cruel  to  yourfelves,  as  well  as 
unkind  to  others,  you  fhould  blad  the  fair 
profpeds  of  felicity,  which  Innocence  and 
Virtue  prefent  to  your  view  ! 

But  do  not  fo,  my  young  friends  !  Recoi¬ 
led,  that  with  the  happinefs  of  others  your 
own  is  involved ;  that  if  you  deviate  from 

Vol.  ir.  p 
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the  chearful,  comfortable  paths  of  Temper- 
ance,  you  cannot  fuffer  alone ;  yourVices  will 
become  the  affliction  of  others,  and  of  thofe 
perhaps  moft  dear  to  you.  Let  therefore,  to 
the  call  of  private  happinefs,  that  of  focial 
aifo  be  united  ;  and  with  thefe,  let  the  voice 
of  religion  join,  to  diffluade  you  from  the  leaft 
approaches  to  Intemperance;  which,  befideali 
the  deftrudHve  confequences  we  have  juft 
enumerated,  is  attended  with  this  further  ill 
confequence,  that  it  totally  incapacitates  for 
all  the  duties,  and  renders  a  man’s  whole 
life  and  fpirit  totally  inconfiftent  with  the 
life  and  fpirit,  of  the  religion  of  Jefus.  That 
religion  “  teacheth  us  to  deny  all  ungodlinefs 
and  worldly  lufts;  to  live  foberly  ;  to  take 
heed  that  we  be  not  overcharged  with  fur- 
feiting  and  drunkennefs  5”  and  in  fhort,  lays 
its  profeffors  under  the  mod  indifpenfable  all 
obligations  to  prcferve  an  abfolute  dominion 
ot  the  foul  over  the  body,  and  to  prepare 
themfelves  by  ftricft  temperance,  and  purity 
of  heart  and  life,  for  that  kingdom,  where 
eating  and  drinking  will  no  longer  he  ne- 

cdiary  to  our  exiftence;  but  where,  freed 

* 

from  the  incumbrance  of  thefe  mortal  ta- 
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hernacles,  we  fhall  be  as  the  angels  of 
God. 

But  of  our  Obligations  to  this  duty,  with 
fuch  Rules  as  may  be  ufeful  to  preferve  us  in 
the  pradfice  of  it,  we  will  fpeak  in  the  next: 
— Rules,  which,  I  cannot  doubt,  will  be  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  you,  my  young  friends,  and  care¬ 
fully  obferved  by  you.  For,  though  I  am  e ar¬ 
il  eft  ly  defirous  to  fhew  you  your  duty  in 
every  particular,  to  point  out  the  dangers 
you  have  to  encounter,  and  to  paint  in  the 
ffrongeft  colours  the  deformity  of  thofe  Vices, 
which  are  moft  likely  to  befet,  and  to  prove 
deftrudlive  to  you;  yet  I  cannot  perfuade 
myfelf  that  there  can  be  any  thing  in  the 
beaftly  deteftable  practices  I  have  attempted 
to  cxpofe,  any  allurement  or  temptation  in 
‘the  mere  indulgence  of  an  animal  palate, 
fufhcient  to  counterbalance  the  lofs  of  all 
thofe  mighty  pleafures,  which  fobriety,  tem¬ 
perance,  and  conflant  poffeffion  of  the  mind 
afford  ;  fufficient  to  counterbalance  the  lofs 
of  Rcafon,  the  lofs  of. Health,  the  lofs  of  For¬ 
tune,  the  lofs  of  peace  and  ferenity  of  Con- 
fcience,  the  lofs -of  domeftic  felicity,— and, 
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what  is  the  greateft  Iofs,  the  fearful  confe- 
quence  of  alt  thefe— the  lofs  of  Heaven  !  For, 
“  Be  n°t  deceived,”  fays  the  facred  Writer, 
“  Neither  the  fenfual  nor  drunkards  fhall 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  God  *” 

Are  not  all  thefe  Ioffes  (the  certain  iffue, 
be  allured,  of  an  intemperate  courfe)  fuffi- 
cient  to  warn  you  in  your  youth  from  the  leaft 
approaches  to  Intemperance  ;  fufficient 
to  render  you  moft  fcrupuloufly  exa<ft  in 
your  obfervance  of  the  niceft  rules  of 
l'obriety  ?  If  they  are  not,  let  me  juft  add 
in  conclufion,  That  this  Vice,  if  once  in¬ 
dulged,  is  of  fo  peculiarly  ruinous  a  nature, 
that  it  holds  fall  by  a  man  more  remark¬ 
ably  tenacious  than  any  other;  infomucb, 
that  though  converts  from  every  other  Vice 
are  frequent,  yet  fuch  are  the  effedls  of 
Intemperance  upon  the  mind,  fo  doth  it  ftu- 
pify  and  deaden  all  the  rational  faculties  j 
fuch  a  peculiar  and  immediate  tendency  hath 
it  to  harden  the  heart,  to  render  it  callous  to 
every  good  impreffion,  or,  as  the  wife  man  ex- 
preffes  it,  “  to  take  away  the  heart;”  that 
very  few  examples  of  reformation  from  this 
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Vice  have  been  found  :  Men  habituated  to 
it,  know  not  how  to  forfake  it,  but  gradually 
grow  worfe  and  worfe,  till  difeafe  incapaci¬ 
tates,  or  death  finifhes  their  wretched  being. 

What  a  confideration,  my  young  friends, 
to  urge  your  ftri£teft  guard  againft  Intemper¬ 
ance  ! — which,  levelling  you  with  the  meaneft 
and  the  lowed:  of  the  human  race,  making 
you  the  wretched  companions  of  the  mod: 
illiterate  and  mod:  abandoned  of  your  fpecies  ; 
will  rob  you  of  all  that  perfonal  elegance  fo 
amiable  and  fo  engaging  in  youth ;  will  de¬ 
prive  you  of  the  fweeteft  pleafures  of  that 
fweeteft  feafon  of  your  life;  and  caufe  you  to 
lament  in  age,  in  ignorance  and  difeafe,  the 
unthrifty  and  improvident  wafte  of  a  period, 
which  can  never  be  too  much  valued  while 
poflefled,  which  can  never  be  too  much  de¬ 
plored,  when  pafled  unimproved. 

May  the  gracious  Father  of  Heaven  who 
gives  you  this  period,  and  every  other  good 
gift,  caufe  you  to  enjoy  all  its  innocent  and 
exquifite  gratifications  !  '  May  his  almighty 
grace  enable  you  duly  to  improve  it  to  the 
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great  increafe  of  your  knowledge,  your  wifi, 
dom,  your  Virtue  !  May  he,  of  his  unfpeak- 
able  mercy  in  Chrift  Jefus,  preferve  you  from 
every  temptation  dangerous  to  vour  inno¬ 
cence  y  and  enable  you  fo  to  perfevere  in  the 
paths  of  pleafantnefs  and  peace,. that  you  may 
afford  the  fulleft  fatisfa&ion  and  the  higheft 
comfort  to  all  who  love  you  ;  and  reap  in 
your  own  peaceful  and  ferene  bofoms,  a  full, 
a  triumphant  reward  here,  exquifite  foretafte 

of  one  infinitely  more  triumphant  hereafter  ? 
Amen. 
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PART  II. 

On  Intemperance. 

i  CORINTHIANS  ix.  25. 

Every  Man  that  Jirivetb  for  the  majlery  is  tem~ 
per  ate  in  all  things . 

I  Cannot  fuppofe,  my  young  friends ; — let 
me  Hill  continue  the  voice  of  friendly 
exhortation  to  you — that  any  young  man  of 
good  principles  fets  out  with  any  other  pur- 
pofe,  than  that  which  is  truly  commendable* 
of  ftriving  for,  and  earneflly  wifhing  to  ob¬ 
tain,  the  maftery.  I  cannot  but  fuppofe* 
that  you  all  a  m  at,  and  will  ufe  your  utmoff 
endeavours  to  attain  that  high,  that  glorious 
prize  of  your  calling,  a  religious  and  a  hap¬ 
py  life  here,  certain  introduction  to  one  eter- 
nally-happy  hereafter. 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined,— You  yourfelves 
can  never  conceive,  that  fuch  a  prize,  the 
greateft  noilible,  can  be  attained,  without 

p  4 


2l6 


SERMON  XI L 

much  caie  and  attention.  What  is  there  in 
h'fe,  either  great  or  good,  which  the  hand  of 
fupinenefs  and  negligence  will  ever  grafp  ? 
Ic  is  to  unwearied  and  afiiduous  eitorts  it  is 
to  the  toil  of  Virtue,  and  the  unfainting  labour 
of  Perfeverance,  that  fuccefs  and  honour  hold 
forth  their  glorious  rewards:  And  if  this  be 
the  cafe  in  worldly  matters,  in  things  of  the 
leaft  confequence,  how  much  more  fo,  do  ye 
fuppofe  it  mud  be  the  cafe,  with  thirds  of 

_  •  o 

the  higheft  moment— with  the  unutterable 
glories  of  eternity  ?  Let  not  the  thought  dif- 
courage  you.  In  the  purfuit  of  worldly  good, 
difficulties  generally  flimulate  the  irencrous 
mind  to  greater  activity;  purfuits  ofeafy  at¬ 
tainment  are  fcoined  and  ncgledfed.  Though 
the  path  to  glory  and  honour  feem  fleep  and 
rugged;  (to  everlalling glory,  I  mean,  and  im¬ 
mortal  honour ;)  yet,  through  the  goodnefs  of 
Him,  who  fits  the  great  propofer  and  fpedfa- 
tor  of  the  ftruggle,  the  way  is  ftrewed  with 
variety  of  delights;  and  it  is  the  peculiar 
praife  of  Religion  and  Virtue,  that  their 
Ifridteft  difcipline  is  accompanied  with  the 
trueft  pleafure  ;  and  that  they  will  render 
the  combat  delightful  to  all  thofe,  who  have 
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courage  enough  to  enter  with  their  whole 

o  o 

hearts  into  it. 

* 

This  in  particular  is  the  cafe  with  that 
amiable  Virtue  of  Temperance,  which  we 
endeavoured  to  recommend  in  a  former  Ser¬ 
mon,  and  without  which,  it  is  as  fruitlefs 
for  you  to  hope  for  the  prize  of  an  heavenly 
crown,  as  for  thofe  who  contended  in  the 
Olympic  races  and  combats  of  old  for  an 
earthly  one.  “  Every  one  that  flriveth  for 
the  maftery  is  temperate  in  all  things. 

Temperance  is  the  prefervation  of  the 
dominion  of  foul  over  fenfe,  of  reafon  over 
paflion  :  It  is  the  due  government  of  our- 
felves ;  and  the  want  of  it  involves  a  number 
of  evils,  which  utterly  mar  the  peace,  and 
deftroy  all  the  profpecls  of  happy  and  fuccefs- 
ful  life.  It  prejud  ices  the  health,  the  fortune, 
the  confcience  :  It  robs  of  perfonal  elegance 
and  of  domeffic  felicity  ;  but,  what  is  woift 
of  all,  it  fpoils  us  of  our  chief  prerogative, 
degrades  our  reafon,  and  renders  us  utterly 
incapable  of  the  offices  of  religion.  This 
hath  been  fully  fhewn  ,  and  is  not  this  fufR- 
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cicnt  to  convince  us  of  the  high  obligations 
we  are  under  to  cultivate  this  Virtue,  if  we 
wifh  to  obtain  the  prize;  if  we  wifh  to  be 
happy  ourfelves,  and  to  render  happy  thofe 
who  are  in  any  degree  conne&ed  with  us. 

For,  fuffer  not  (my  young  friends)  little 
narrow  fentiments  of  felfifh,  folitary  happi- 
nefs  to  contra&  your  hearts,  and  bound  your 
profpedls  within  yourfelves.  Enlarge  your 
minds;  expand  your  ideas :  You  are  not  born 
for  yourfelves ;  you  cannot  live  for  yourfelves, 
if  you  mean  to  live  virtuoufiy  and  religioufly  : 
You  muft  fill  up  a  part  in  the  great  facial 
world,  and  filling  it  up  with  propriety,  will: 
doubly  blefs  yourfelves  by  blefiing  others. 
Parents  now  are  interefted  in  your  welfare  : 
In  a  fhort  period  perhaps,  the  tender  names 
of  wife  and  children,  and  all  the  dear  eon- 
nediions  of  domeftic  life,  will  have  a  mighty 
concern  in  your  behaviour:  You  cannot  be 
wretched,  but  They  muff  partake  of  your 
wretchednefs :  You  cannot,  your  good  hearts 
will  not  fuffer  you,  to  be  happy  alone  ;  They 
Will,  they  muft  bafk  in  the  funfhine  of  all 
your  felicity.  See  then  how  amiably>  in  this 
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Fefpecl  alfo,  felf- love  unites  with  focial ;  anti 
both,  in  friendly  alliance,  unite  to  fet  forth  the 
obligations  you  are  under  to  be  u  temperate 
in  all  things,* 


But  further  ftill,  with  felf-love,  and  with 
focial,  the  Public  voice  unites  ;  for  we  fhewed 
abundantly  in  the  laft  Sermon,  that  the  in¬ 
temperate  man  is  not  only  an  enemy  to  him- 
feif,  and  to  thofe  immediately  related  to  him5 
but  he  is  an  enemy  to  the  community  ;  in- 
various  refpe&s  an  enemy  3  not  only  as  ne¬ 
glecting  to  fill  up  properly  the  department  in- 
life  affigned  him  ;  but  as^  frequently  involving 
others  in  great  difficulties  and  diftreftes  by  his 
negligence  and  Vices,  and  very  often  becom¬ 
ing,  in  an  higher  degree,  a  peft  and  a  nui¬ 
sance  to  fociety.  So  that,  if  you  mean  to> 
fulfil  your  duty  in  fociety  ;  if  you  mean  to  be 
regarded  and  refpefted  amongft  your  fellow- 
creatures  ;  you  are  under  the  higheft  ohliga^ 
lions  to  be  temperate  in  all  things. 


Rut  there  are  ftill  greater  obligations  than 
ihele.  It  is  true,  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of 
God  has  io  admirably  concerted  the  plan  of 
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human  affairs,  that  a  man  muft  neceflarily 
fulfil  the  higheft  duties,  and  adt  with  the  im¬ 
mediate  approbation  of  his  God,  who  does 
well  to  himfelf,  to  his  relations,  to  mankind 
in  general.  A  confideration,  which  fhould 
infinitely  endear  our  God  to  us,  who,  out  of 
his  inexpreflible  mercy,  creating  us  for  per¬ 
fect  happinefs,  demands  nothing  as  a  fervice, 
but  what  tends  to  that  happinefs  ! 

It  is  in  this  view  He  experts  that  we  be 
temperate  in  all  things;  carefully  abftaining 
from  every  excefs  in  all  our  animal  gratifi¬ 
cations,  which  may  render  us  unfit  for  the 
fervices  of  reafon  and  religion;  which  may 
degrade  us  from  rational  to  brutal.  His 
great,  his  benevolent  purpofe  is,  to  raife  us 
from  human  to  divine,  from  rational  to  angelic. 
Of  all  merely-human  Virtues,  Temperance 
is  heft  calculated  to  ferve  this  important  pur¬ 
pofe  ;  it  preferves  the  due  dignity  of  the  foul 
over  the  body ;  it  preferves  reafon  on  her 
throne,  and  keeps  the  fubjedt  pafiions  in 
obedience  at  her  feet.  It  gives  tranquillity  to 
the  mind,  and  keeps  the  confcience  in  peace¬ 
ful  ferenity.  Defecated  and  clear  from  all 
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the  obftru&ing  clouds  and  fumes  of  irregular 
indulgences,  the  foul  fees  around  her,  and 
foars  aloft  on  the  wings  of  fublime  contem¬ 
plation.  Pure  devotion  wings  her  ardours  to 
heaven,  and  all  the  Virtues  and  Graces  of 
divine  Religion  attend  in  harmony  on  the 
foul,  and  prefent  her  with  the  fweetefl:  foretafte 
of  thofe  celeftial  pleafures,  which  corrupted 
paffions  fhall  never  defile,  which  irregular 
defires  (hall  never  interrupt.  Temperance  is 
the  Virtue  of  angels,  and  makes  man  angelic. 
Angels  are  ever  bleffed,  becaufe  their  fpirits 
are  ever  pure  :  Would  man  endeavour  through 
divine  grace  to  preferve  that  purity  of  fpirit, 
according  to  the  divine  promife,  he  would 
ever  fee  God  : — He  would  enjoy  the  conti¬ 
nual  prefence,  and  affectionate  contempla¬ 
tion  of  his  greatnefs  and  his  love;  like  ano¬ 
ther  Enoch,  he  would  walk  with  God  here, 
and  like  him  affuredly  be  tranilated  to  walk 
with  him  eternally. 

Thus  religion  lays  us  under  the  higheft  obli¬ 
gation,  even  by  motives  drawn  from  private 
happinefs,  to  cultivate  the  Virtue  of  Temper¬ 
ance.  But  further  ftill,  when  we  confider 
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the  obligations  of  duty  and  gratitude  to  God, 
how  forcible  are  they  ?  Hath  not  the  apofle 
toid  US)  'With  awakening  truth  told  us,  that 
“  we  are  not  our  own,”  that  we  have  been 
“  bought  with  a  price  a  price,  how  ineftima- 
bly  great  !  palling  all  account,  exceeding  all 
value  :  For  what  can  be  put  into  the  balance, 
what  in  earth  or  heaven  can  we  compare, 
v/ith  the  precious  blood  of  Jefus  Chrif,  the 
only  begotten  and  beloved  of  the  father ! 


In  this  view,  what  conclufion  fo  reafcn- 
able,  I  will  fay  more,  what  conclufion  more 
dndifpenfably  obligatory,  than  that  of  the  apo** 
iue5  I  herefore  glorify  God  in  your  body 
and  in  your  fpirit, which  are  God’s  God’s., 

by  right  of  creation  ;  fill  more  fo,  by  that 
high  pice  ot  redemption,  which  bis  blefed 
Ion  paid  both  in  body  and  in  fpirit  for  you. 

ill  you  then,  by  Intemperance  and  Dif- 
<order .  degrade  and  defile  that  body,  pollute 
and  deftroy  that  foul,  for  which  the  blefed 
Jefus, — author  of  all  mercy,  God  of  all  love, 
—gave  his  body  to  torment  and  fu fet  ing,  “  his 


’■back  to  the  fm iters,  and  his  cheek  to  thofe 
who  plucked  of  the  hair;”  for  which  the 
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blefled  Jefus  gave  his  foul  to  forrow,  <c  exceed¬ 
ing  forrow, — forrow  even  unto  death  ;  De- 
fpifed  and  rejected  of  men,  a  man  of  forrows 
and  acquainted  with  grief?” — Oh,  my  young 
friends,  if  there  is  any  thing  ingenuous  in  hu¬ 
man  nature,  if  there  are  any  motives  or  argu¬ 
ments  which  can  influence  and  perfuade  the  hu¬ 
man  heart ;  furely  you  have  them  all,  in  the 
condefcenfion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  fon  Gf  God, 
the  King  of  glory;  his  matchlefs  condefcen¬ 
fion  for  your  fakes,  and  for  your  falvation. 
Love,  gratitude,  duty,  intereft,  all  combine 
to  enforce  the  apoftle’s  conclufion,  grounded 
on  the  jufteft  principles;  all  combine  to  ad- 
vife,  to  exhort,  to  command,  that  you  “  glo¬ 
rify  God  in  your  body,  and  in  your  fpirit, 
which  are  God’s.” 

But,  my  young  friends,  let  us  mark  well  the 
expreflion,  “  Therefore  glorify  God.”  Great 
and  aweful  Being  !  whole  creative  fiat  ^ave 
exigence  to  this  fublunary  world  !  whofe 
tremendous  frown  can  in  a  moment  give  it 
to  deftru&ion  !  Thou,  who,  confummate  in 
blifs,  art  from  eternity  to  eternity  the  fame, 
uncontrpulably  great,  unchangeably  happy  ! 
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Eternal  fovereign  !  before  whofe  throne  all 
the  hierarchies  of  heaven  fall  down,  and  con- 
fefs  themfelves  nothing  in  thy  fight  !— Can 
it  be  poffible  that  we,  whofe  dwellings  are 
in  houfes  of  clay;  who  are  as  eafily  crufhed 
before  thee  as  the  feebleft  moth  ;  whofe  days 
are  vanity,  and  whofe  bell  adions  are  weak- 
nefs  and  fin ;  Can  it  be  poffible,  great  God  ! 
that  we  can  glorify  Thee?  That  our  frail 
bodies,  or  our  imperfed  fouls  can  brino-  au<?- 
mentation  to  thy  honour,  or  by  any  means 
increafe  the  riches  of  thy  glory  ? — We  are 
humbled  to  the  duft  by  the  folemn  informa¬ 
tion  :  We  will  believe  it,  becaufe  thy  word 
of  truth  hath  faid  it;  We  will  believe  it,  be¬ 
caufe  thou  haft  given  us  undeniable  proof 
that  our  welfare  is  dear  to  thee,  that  thy 
glory  is  indeed  concerned  in  the  falvation  of 
mankind  ;  For  thou  haft  given  thy  fon  to 
purchafe  that  falvation  !  Thou  wilt  not  then, 
O  gracious  giver  of  all  good  gifts  !  thou  wilt 
not  with- hold  thy  grace,  but  enable  us  to  act 
worthy  the  high,  the  ennobling  motive  ;  wilt 
enable  us  to  look  to  thy  glory  in  all  our 
adions,  and  to  make  it  the  grand,  the  lead¬ 
ing  principle  of  our  lives  ! 
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No,  my  young  friends,  God  will  not  with¬ 
hold  his  grace  from  you,  if  you  alk  it  fin- 
cerely,  for  his  dear  Son’s  fake  :  He  who  gave 
the  greater,  will  never  refufe  the  lefs  gift : 
<c  He  who  fpared  not  his  own  fon,  but  deli¬ 
vered  him  up  for  us  all,  how  lhall  he  not  with 
him  alfo  freely  give  us  all  things  ?”  Give  us 
his  grace  more  efpecially,  when  we  afk  it 
witii  fo  laudable  an  intention,  as  thereby 
to  be  impowered  to  walk  worthy  our  high, 
vocation  ;  to  glorify  God  in  our  body  and  in 
our  fpirit  ? 

To  the  other  motives,  therefore,  which  we 
have  urged,  let  this  peculiarly  be  added;  the 
lively',  the  honourable,  the  invigorating  mo¬ 
tive,  “  That  frail  as  we  are,  and  corrupted  by. 
fin  ;  yet,  by  aliening  the  dignity  of  our  nature,, 
yet,  by  preferving  our  bodies  temperate  and 
pure,  as  tne  temples  of  the  living  God  ;  yet, 
by  elevating  our  fouls  above  the  attachments 
and  pollution  of  earthly  debafements ;  yet,' 
by  affing  as  becometh  the  fervants  and  Tons  of 
God,  we  can  bring  glory  to  the  God  who 
made  and  redeemed  us ;  can  render  his  name 
more  illuftrious  on  earth  ;  can  make  ths  relT 
Vo  l.  1 1.  Q 
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gion  be  has  eftablilhed  ftill  more  and  more 
amiable  j  can  increafe  the  number  of  his 
fervants  below  ;  and  fhall  add  to  the  number  of 
his  angels  above  !” 

Can  you  want  further  motives  to  the  Virtue 
of  Temperance  ?  If  ye  do, — fee  them  in  the 
example  of  the  bleffed  Jefus  !  Which  you  are 
not  only  called  upon,  but  on  every  account 
interefted,  to  imitate. 

He  was  the  pattern  of  the  ftri&eft  tem¬ 
perance  and  moderation.  Though  we  find 
him  occafionally  at  feaft s  and  entertainments, 
yet  we  find  him  not  only  always  mailer  of 
himfelf,  but  making  the  cheerfulnefs  of  thofe 
entertainments  fubfervient  to  the  great  end 
of  his  miniftry ;  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
good  of  men’s  fouls.  Thus  emphatically 
teaching  us  always  to  preferve  the  dominion 
of  our  minds,  and  a  difpofition,  in  confe- 
quence,  to  all  a£ts  of  benevolence  and  re¬ 
ligion. 

But  I  Ihould  wrong  the  fubjeft,  nay,  I 
fhould  think  myfelf  guilty  of  little  iefs  than 
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blafphemy,  were  I  to  aflert  barely  that  the 
blefied  Jefus  was  temperate,  was  moderate, 
was  always  mailer  of  himfelf.—  He  was  infi¬ 
nitely  more:  His  heaven-direfted  foul  con¬ 
tinually  prefided  over  his  body,  which  He 
(a  fufferer  for  our  fakes  even  from  his  birth) 
kept  in  a  date  of  continual  abdinence  and 
mortification.  So  that  with  refpedl  to  Tem¬ 
perance,  you  not  only  have  him  as  the  fupreme 
Mailer,  Encourager  and  Pattern  of  the  Vir¬ 
tue,  but  as  the  levered  reprover  of  Intem¬ 
perance  ;  which  furely  mull  of  all  things 
lead  become  the  difciples  of  a  mortified  and 
felf-denying  Saviour  ;  the  foundation  of 
whofe  difcipline  is  laid  in  abdinence,  and  in 
the  fubdual  of  all  thofe  padions,  which  in¬ 
temperance  of  appetite  introduced.  Well, 
therefore,  in  this  refpeil  may  we  apply  his 
own  words,  “  Why  call  ye  me  Mader  and 
Lord,  and  do  not  the  things  that  I  fay  ?” 
Chridian  fignifies  “  A  follower  of  Chrid.” 
Pythagoreans,  Epicureans,  all  the  feels  of 
old,  made  it  their  labour,  and  made  it  their 
boafi,  to  imitate  the  Mader  whofe  name  they 
affiimed,  and  whofe  difcipline  they  embraced. 
Shall  tfcefe  perfons,  who  followed  vain  and 
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fallible  men,  and  embraced  vain  and  erro¬ 
neous  doftrines ;  fliall  they  rife  up  in  con¬ 
demnation  againft  Us,  who  blindly  and  ab- 
furdly  affume  and  glory  in  the  name  of  Chrif- 

t;ans  ? _ our  mafter  infallible,  and  his  do&rine 

unerring  reaitude,  while  we  are  equally  in¬ 
attentive  to  the  one  and  the  other  ?  If  this 
is  to  be  Chriftians,  no  wonder  that  Infidels 
laugh  at  and  defpife  us.  You  will  mark  the 
abfurdity,  I  trull,  my  young  friends,  ano 
confider  yourtelves  as  under  the  higheft,  the 
nioft  indifpenfable  obligations,  if  you  alfume 
the  name  and  profefs  the  Faith,  to  copy  the 
Pattern,  and  conform  to  the  Precepts  ofjefus 
Chrift ;  and  not  only  with  reipect  to  tne  pre- 
fent  Virtue  which  1  am  enforcing,  but  to  ah 
others,  will  labour  to  be,  what  your  name 
imports,  Chriftians  indeed  ;  that  is,  fincere 
imitators  of  the  mind  and  manners  which 
were  in  Christ. 

If  you  refieft  at  all,  I  am  perfuaded  that 
what  I  have  urged  will  be  abundantly  fuf- 
fjdent  to  convince  you  of  the  importance 
and  neceffity  of  Temperance  to  all  your  beil 
prefent  and  future  interefts,  and  to  induce  a 
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Yefolution  in  your  breads,  of  abdaining  from 
every  the  lead  appearance  of,  or  approach  to 
the  contrary  \  ice.  And  I  am  equally  per- 
fuaded,  my  young  friends,  that  if  you  main¬ 
tain,  as  I  have  recommended,  a  lively  fenfe  of 
religion  upon  your  fouls,  with  a  condant 
recurrence  to  God  for  the  fupplies  of  his 
grace,  you  will  find  it  fufficient  to  preferve 
you  in  the  praftice  of  Temperance. 

But,  as  human  nature  is  mod  frail  5  as 
occafions  and  temptations  frequently  prove 
the  dedruftion  of  the  beft-edablifhed  Virtue, 
without  the  drifted  regard  ;  as  religion  by  no 
means  precludes  the  fuccours  of  human  pru¬ 
dence,  but  fupplies  and  fanftifies  them  ;  Per¬ 
mit  to  conclude  what  1  had  to  offer  on  this 
fubjeft,  with  a  lew  Rules,  which  may  be  of 
ufe,  and  which  you  will  apply  as  your  necef- 
fities  may  require. 

In  the  Fird  place,  happy  dill  in  uncorrupted 
youth,  lay  the  reins  on  your  appetite  now, 
and  keep  them  dill  dedfad  and  unloofed. 
Accudom  yourfelves  to  frequent  redraints, 
that  you  may  better  preferve  and  render  your 
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inferior  pafiions  tractable  :  Frequent  re- 
ftraints  and  felf-denials  are  necelTary  means 
to  fecure  men’s  innocence,  as  they  not 
only  preferve  from  excels,  but  keep  at  a  pro¬ 
per  diftance  from  the  brink  of  it;  for  if  men 
fuffer  themfelves  to  come  into  the  way  of 
excefs,  or  to  go  to  the  utmoft  bounds  of 
things  lawful,  they  may  loofe  the  reins,  and 
be  plunged  from  the  edge  of  the  precipice  on 
which  they  have  too  incautioufly  ventured. 
“  He  is  fit  to  fit  at  the  table  of  the  Lord, 
and  to  feaft  with  Saints,  fays  a  wife  man, 
who  mbderatelv  ufes  the  creatures  which  God 

j 

hath  given  him.  But  he  who  defpifes  even 
lawful  pleafures,  fiiall  not  only  fit  and  feaft 
with  God,  but  reign  together  with  him,  and 
partake  of  his  glorious  kingdom.” 

Be  careful,  Secondly,  to  avoid  the  enfnar- 
ing  Company  of  the  Intemperate :  It  is  So¬ 
lomon’s  advice,  “  Be  not  amongft  wine- 
bibbers,  amongft  riotous  eaters  of  flefh.'’  All 
Bad  Company,  we  have  fhewn,  is  fufficiently 
pernicious ;  but  it  is  peculiarly  fo  in  the  prefent 
Cafe,  as  men  are  often  feduced  to  this  Vice 
by  a  too  eafy  compliance  in  public,  which  in 
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privacy,  or  among  proper  companions,  they 
would  totally  have  avoided  :  and  many  a  man 
owes  his  excels,  perhaps  his  ruin,  to  falfe 
fhame  ;  which  hinders  him  from  averting  the 
freedom  to  which  every  man  would  claim  a 
right  in  almoft  every  other  inftance.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  in  a  cool  hour,  refolutions  may  be 
formed,  which  will  ftand  the  attack  of  a 

4 

boifterous  jeft,  from  noify  and  defpicable 
men. 

4 

Thirdly,  maintaining  a  fixed  deteftation  of 
the  loweft  degree  of  Intemperance,  b£  pecu¬ 
liarly  on  your  guard,  when  in  the  way  of 
temptation.  The  wife  man  exhorts  to  put  a 
knife  to  the  throat,  when  there  is  any  proba¬ 
bility  of  exceeding  the  due  moderation. 

Fourthly,  beware  of  beginnings  ;  habits  of 
Intemperance  fteal  on  infenfibly  :  Too  many 
examples,  I  fear,  are  within  the  notice  of  us 
all,  of  perfons,  once  apparently  the  moft 
fober  and  regular,  funk,  through  want  of 
proper  caution,  at  firft  into  total  fenfuality ; 
loft  to  God,  the  world  and  themfelves  ;  feed¬ 
ing,  unhappy,  on  the  very  hufks  with  fwins ; 
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who  once  fed  with  angels,  and  ate  the  bread 
of  life  ! 

Fifthly,  if  you  have  often  loft  the  com¬ 
mand  of  yourfelf,  when  a  certain  quantity  of 
liquor  has  been  exceeded,  you  ftiould  be 
more  than  ordinarily  careful  always  to  keep 
yourfelf  much  within  that  quantity. 

Take  care,  Sixthly,  that  you  never,  by  bad 
cuftom,  make  ftrong  liquors  neceffary  to  your 
refrefhment ;  nor  ever,  under  cares  or  trou¬ 
bles  oh  any  kind,  fiy  to  them  for  eafe  :  For, 
be  affbred,  whatever  temporary  relief  may 
arife  from  fuch  a  practice, — from  mere  ftupe- 
fadlion  ;  the  remedy  is  worfe  than  the  difeafe  ; 
and  will  only  in  the  end  multiply  your 
troubles,  and  augment  your  cares  tenfold. 
In  all  human  troubles,  in  all  the  trials  and 
afflictions  of  this  life,  the  beft  cordial,  the 
draught  of  never-failing  comfort,  is  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  Jelus ;  is  the  faith  and  love  of  God 
our  Father. 

I  obferve,  in  the  laft  place,  that  while  we 
live  in  an  habitual  and  ftated  courfe  of  Tem- 
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perance  every  day,  we  fhould  make  it  a  rule, 
not  only  to  abdain  on  fome  certain  days  from 
food  wholly ;  or  at  lead  from  as  much  as  we 
can,  confidently  with  our  health  3  but  alfo, 
at  other  times,  we  fhould  abdain  partially, 
and  take  a  lefs  quantity  than  ufual.  For  it  is 
certain,  that  P  ading  is  not  only  neceflary  as 
an  evangelical  duty,  but  as  immediately  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  Virtue  of  Temperance,  and,  in 
a  due  degree,  to  the  health  of  the  human 
frame.  Very  rarely  is  that  frame  injured  by 
abftinence;  every  day  it  is  fbocked,  difeafed, 
and  dedroyed  by  intemperate  repletion. 

Thefe  rules,  feconded  by  fuch  as  your  own 
prudence,  experience  and  conditution  fhall 
fugged,  and  united  with  the  motives  we  have 
before  offered,  will  be  fudicient  to  keep  you 
temperate  in  all  things,  while  driving  for  the 
madery.  And,  to  clofe  all,  confider,  my 
young  friends,  what  an  indignity,  what  a 
reproach,  what  a  condemnation  it  will  be, 
that  they  who,  as  St.  Paul  tells  us,  drive 
only  for  the  poor  perifhing  prizes  of  this 
world,  for  corruptible  crowns,  from  the 

hands  of  corruptible  mortals  3  that  They  fhouhj 


be  temperate  in  all  things,  keeping  under 
their  bodies,  and  avoiding  all  excels  ;  while 
You,  while  Chriftians,  who  have  an  incor¬ 
ruptible  crown,  an  everlafting,  unfading 
prize  to  receive  at  the  hands  of  the  God  oi 
the  whole  earth,  are  but  little  anxious  to 
fecure  it !  indulgent,  intemperate,  vqluptu- 
ous  ! — Scorn  the  reproach,  and  take  up  the 
refolution  of  Saint  Paul ;  deeply  refle&ing, 
if  fuch  a  refolution  were  neceflary  for  Him, 
how  much  more  neceflary  mull  it  be  for  each 
of  Us  ! 66  Every  man  (faith  he)  that  ftriveth  lor 
the  maftery,  in  the  Olympic  races.,  is  temperate 
in  all  things  :  Now  They  do  it  to  obtain  a 
corruptible  crown  ;  but  We  an  incorruptible  : 
I  therefore  fo  run,  not  as  uncertainly ;  lo 
fight  I,  not  as  one  that  beateth  the  air:  Sure 
of  the  vidtory,  certain  of  my  prize ;  becaule 
I  keep  under  my  body,  and  bring  it  into  fub- 
jediion,  left  that  by  any  means  while  I  have 
preached  to  others,  I  myfelf  ihould  be  a  cait- 
away.” 


Anecdotes,  recommending  the  Virtue  of 

Temperance, 


(i.)  “  Temperance,  fays  Sir  William 
Temple,  is  a  Virtue  without  pride;  a  for¬ 
tune  without  envy  ;  which  gives  eafe  to  the 
body,  and  tranquillity  to  the  mind  ;  is  the 
belt  guardian  of  youth,  and  the  fupport  of 
old  age;  the  precept  of  reafon  as  well  as 
religion,  and  the  phyfician  of  the  foul  as 
well  as  of  the  body  :  It  is  the  tutelar  goddefs 
of  nealth,  and  univerfal  medicine  of  life 
that  clears  the  head,  and  cleanfes  the  blood  j 
that  eafes  the  ftomach,  flrengthens  the  nerves, 
enlightens  the  eyes,  and  comforts  the  heart : 
In  a  word,  it  fecures  and  perfeds  the  digef- 
tion,  and  thereby  avoids  thofe  caufes  to  which 
we  owe  the  cholic  and  the  fpleen ;  thofe 
crudities  and  {harp  humours  which  feed  the 
fcurvy  and  the  gout,  and  thofe  dregs,  out 
of  which  the  gravel  and  flone  are  formed 
within  us  :  Difeafes,  by  which  we  often 
condemn  ourfelves  to  greater  torments  and 
miferies  in  life,  than  have  perhaps  been  yet 
invented  by  anger  or  revenge,  or  infiided  by 
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the  greated  tyrants  upon  the  word  of  men  ! 
See  his  works,  vol.  iii.  p.  262. 

(2.)  Anacharfis  the  Scythian,  in  order  to 
deter  young  men  from  that  voluptuoufnefs, 
which  is  ever  attended  with  ill  effects,  ap¬ 
plied  his  difcourfe  to  them  in  a  parable  ;  tell¬ 
ing  them  “  That  the  vine  of  youthful  gratifi¬ 
cation  and  Intemperance  had  three  branches, 
producing  three  clufters ;  on  the  fird,  fays 
he,  grows  Pleafure  ;  on  the  fecond  Sottifh- 

nefs  j  and  on  the  third  Sadnefs.” 

1  .  . 

\ 

'  ' 

(3.)  One  of  our  mod:  celebrated  Poets  has 
fomewhere  obferved,  that 

“  Dull  deep  inflrutts,  nor  fport  vain  dreams  in  vain.’'1 

The  following  may  ferve  as  an  indance. 
Chremes  of  Greece,  though  a  young  man, 
was  very  infirm  and  lickly,  through  a  courfe 
of  luxury  and  Intemperance,  and  fubjedl  to 
thofe  drange  forts  of  fits,  which  are  called 
Trances.  In  one  of  thefe,  he  thought  that 
a  Philofopher  came  to  fup  with  him ;  who, 
out  of  all  the  difhes  ferved  up  at  the  table, 
would  only  eat  of  one,  and  that  the  mod 
fimple :  Yet  his  converfation  was  fprightly. 
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his  knowledge  great,  his  countenance  chear- 
ful,  and  his  conftitution  ftrong..  When  the 
Philofopher  took  his  leave,  he  invited  Chremes 
to  fup  with  him  at  an  houfe  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  :  This  alfo  took  place  in  his  ima¬ 
gination  ;  and  he  thought  he  was  received 
with  the  moft  polite  and  afFe&ionate  tokens  oh’ 
friendlhip  ;  but  was  greatly  furprized  when 
fupper  came  up,  to  find  nothing  but  milk 
and  honey,  and  a  few  roots  drefied  up  in  the 
plained:  manner ;  to  which  chearfulnefs  and 
good  fenfe  were  the  only  fauces.  As  Chremes 
was  unufed  to  this  kind  of  diet,  and  could 
not  eat,  the  Philofopher  ordered  another  table 
to  be  fpread  more  to  his  tafie,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  there  fucceeded  a  banquet,  compofed 
of  the  mod:  artificial  didies  that  luxury  could 
invent,  with  great  plenty  and  variety  of  the. 
riched:  and  mod  intoxicating  wines.  Thefe 
too  were  accompanied  by  damfels  of  bewitch¬ 
ing  beauty.  And  now  Chremes  gave  a  loofe 
to  his  appetites,  and  every  thing  he  tafted 
raifed  cxtafies  beyond  what  he  had  ever 
known.  During  the  repad:  the  damfels  fung 
and  danced  to  entertain  him;  their  charms 
enchanted  the  enraptur’d  gueft3  already  heated 
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with  what  he  had  drank  ;  his  fenfes  were  loft 
in  extatic  confufion ;  every  thing  around 
him  feemed  elyfium,  and  he  was  upon  the 
point  of  indulging  the  moft  boundlefs  free¬ 
dom  : — When  lo  !  on  a  fudden  their  beauty, 
which  was  but  a  vizor,  fell  off,  and  difcovered 
to  his  view  forms  the  moft  hideous  and  for¬ 
bidding  imaginable.  Luft,  Revenge,  Folly, 
Murder,  meagre  Poverty  and  frantic  Defpair 
now  appeared  in  their  moft  odious  fhapes, 
and  the  place  inftantly  became  the  direft 
fcene  of  mifery  and  defolation.  How  often 
did  Chremes  wifh  himfelf  far  diftant  from 
fuch  d  iabolical  company,  and  how  dread  the 
fatal  confequcnce  which  threatened  him  on 

every  fide  !  His  blood  ran  chill  to  his  heart; 

*  J 

his  knees  fmote  againft  each  other  with  fear, 
and  joy  and  rapture  were  turned  into  afto* 
niftiment  and  horror.  When  the  Philofo- 
pher  perceived  that  this  fcene  had  made  a 
fufticient  impreftion  on  his  gueft*  he  thus 
addreffed  him  :  “  Know,  Chremes,  it  is  I, 
it  is  j^Sfculapius,  who  have  thus  entertained 
you  5  and  what  you  have  here  beheld,  is  a 
true  image  of  the  deceitfulneft  and  mifery 
infeparable  from  Luxury  and  Intemperance. 
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Would  you  be  happy,  be  temperate.  Tem¬ 
perance  is  the  parent  of  Health,  Virtue,  Wif- 
dom,  Plenty,  and  of  every  thing  that  can 
render  you  happy  in  this  world,  or  the  world 
to  come.  It  is  indeed  the  true  luxury  of 
life;  for  without  it  life  cannot  be  enjoyed.” 
This  faid,  he  difappeared,  and  Chremes 
awaking,  and  inftructed  by  the  vifion,  altered 
his  courfe  of  life,  became  frugal,  temperate, 
induftrious,  and  by  that  means  fo  mended 
his  health  and  eftate,  that  he  lived  without 
pain  to  a  very  old  age,  and  was  eftcemed 
one  of  the  richeft,  beft,  and  wife  ft  men  in 
Greece. 

(4.)  Such  is  the  beautiful  moral  drawn  by 
the  pen  of  elegant  and  inftru&ive  Fi&ion  ; 
with  which,  if  there  be  any  mind  fo  infen- 
fible  as  not  to  be  properly  affe&ed,  let  us 
only  turn  to  that  ftriking  Reality,  prefented  to 
us  in  the  cafe  of  Lewis  Cornaro.  This  gen¬ 
tleman  was  a  Venetian  of  noble  extra&ion, 
and  memorable  for  having  lived  to  an  extreme 
old  age  ;  for  he  was  more  than  an  hundred 
years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
happened  at  Padua,  in  the  year  1565*  A- 
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mongft  other  little  performances,  he  left  be¬ 
hind  him  a  piece,  intitled,  “  De  vitse  fobrix 
commodis;”  that  is,  Of  the  advantages  of  a 
temperate  life ;  of  which  we  will  here  give 
our  readers  fome  account,  not  only  becaufe 
it  will  very  well  illuftrate  the  life  and  cha¬ 
racter  of  our  Author  ;  but  may  poflibly  be  of 
ufe  to  thofe,  who  take  the  fummum  bonum,. 
or  chief  good  of  life,  to  confiil:  in  good  eat¬ 
ing.  He  was  moved,  it  feems,  to  compofe 
this  little  piece,  at  the  requeft,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  fome  ingenious  young  men,  for 
whom  he  had  a  regard  ;  and  who,  having 
long  fince  loft  their  parents,  and  feeing  him,, 
then  eighty-one  years  old,  in  a  fine  florid 
ftate  of  health,  were  defirous  to  know  of 
him  what  it  was  that  enabled  him  to  pre* 
ferve  as  he  did,  a  found  mind  in  a  found 
body,  to  fo  extreme  an  age  :  He  defcribes  to 
them,  therefore,  his  whole  manner  of  living,, 
and  the  regimen  he  had  always  purfued,  and 
was  then  purfuing.  He  tells  them,  that 
when  he  was  young,  he  was  very  intempe¬ 
rate  ;  that  his  Intemperance  had  brought  upon, 
him  many  and  grievous  diforders  ;  that  from 
ihe  thirty-fifth  to  the  fortieth  year  of  his  age,. 
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he  fpent  his  nights  and  days  in  the  utmoft 
anxiety  and  pain;  2nd  that,  in  fhort,  his 
life  was  grown  a  burden  to  him.  The  phy- 
ficians,  however,  as  he  relates,  notwith- 
llanding  all  the  vain  and  fruitlefs  efforts 
which  they  made  to  reftore  his  health,  told 
him,  that  there  was  one  medicine  {fill  re¬ 
maining,  which  had  never  been  tried,  but, 
which,  if  they  could  but  prevail  with  him  to 
ufe  with  perfeverance,  might  free  him,  in 
time,  from  all  his  complaints  ;  and  that  was, 
a  temperate  and  regular  way  of  living.  They 
added,  moreover,  that,  unlefs  he  refolved  to 
apply  inflantly  to  it,  his  cafe  would  foon 
become  defperate ;  and  there  would  be  no 
hopes  at  all  of  his  recovery.  Upon  this  he 
immediately  prepared  himfelf  for  his  new 
regimen  ;  and  now  began  to  eat  and  drink 
nothing  but  what  was  proper  for  one  in  his 
weak  habit  of  body  :  but  this  at  firft  was  very 
difagreeable  to  him.  He  often  wanted  to  live 
again  in  his  old  manner ;  and  did  Indeed  in¬ 
dulge  himfelf  in  a  freedom  of  diet  fometimes, 
without  the  knowledge  of  his  phyficians:; 
but,  as  he  informs  us,  much  to  his  own 
-detriment  and  uneafinefs.  Driven,  in  the 
Vo l.  II,  R 
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mean  time,  by  the  neceiTity  of  the  thing,  and 
refolutely  exerting  all  the  powers  of  his  un¬ 
derhand  ing,  he,  at  late,  grew  confirmed  m 
a  fettled  and  uninterrupted  courfe  of  Temper  • 
ance ;  by  virtue  of  which,  as  he  allures  us, 
all  his  diforders  had  left  him  in  lefs  than  a 
year :  And  he  had  been  a  firm  and  healthy 
man,  from  thence  forward,  till  the  time  m 
which  he  wrote  his  treatife.  > 

To  (hew  what  a  one  feeurity  a  life  of  Tem¬ 
perance  is  againte  the  ill  conlequences  of  hurts 
and  difaRers,  he  relates  the  following  acci- 
dent,  which  bef el  him,  when  he  was  very 
old.  One  day,  being  out  in  his  chariot,  and 
his  coachman  driving  fomewhat  fateer  than 
ordinary,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  over¬ 
turned,  and  dragged  by  the  horfes  a  confi- 
derable  way  upon  the  ground.  His  head, 
his  arms,  and  his  whole  body  were  very  much 
bruited,  and  one  of  his  ancles  was  put  out 
of  ioint.  In  this  condition,  he  was  carried 
home  i  and  the  phyficians  feeing  how  griev- 
cufly  he  had  fuffered,  concluded  it  impollibje 
that  he  fhould  live  three  days  to  an  end. 
They  were,  however^  mi  ft  a  ken  3  ‘for,  by 
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bleeding,  2nd  evacuating  medicines,  the  ufual 
method  of  treating  perfons  in  like  cafes,  he- 
prefently  recovered,  and  arrived  at  his  former 
{lability  and  firmnefs. 

Some  fenfualifts,  as  it  appears,  had  ob¬ 
jected  to  his  abdemious  manner  of  living; 
and,  in  order  to  evince  the  reafonablenefs  of 
their  own,  had  urged,  that  it  was  not  worth 
while  to  mortify  one’s  appetites  at  fuch  a 
rate,  for  the  fake  of  being  old,  fince  all  that 
was  life,  after  the  age  of  flxty-flve,  could 
not  properly  be  called  vita  viva,  fed  vita 
mortua  :  Not  a  living  life,  but  a  dead  life. 
“  Now,  fays  he,  to  {hew  thefe  gentlemen 
how  much  they  are  millaken,  I  will  briefly 
run  over  the  fadsfadlicns  and  pleafures  which 
I  myfelf  enjoy,  in  this  eighty-third  year  of  my 
age.  In  the  hid:  place,  I  am  always  well, 
and  fo  acfive  withal,  that  I  can,  with  eafe, 
mount  a  horfe  upon  a  flat,  or  walk  to  the 
tops  of  very  higtr  mountains.  In  the  next 
place,  I  am  always  chearful,  pleafant,  per- 
fedfly  contented,  and  free  from  all  pertur¬ 
bation,  and  every  uneafy  thought.  1  have 
none  of  that  faftiuium  vitae,  that  fat'iety  of 
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life,  To  often  to  be  met  with  in  perfons  of  my 
age.  I  frequently  converfe  with  men  of  parts 
and  learning,  and  fpend  much  of  my  time  in 
reading  and  writing.  Thefe  things  I  do  juft 
as  opportunity  ferves,  or  my  humour  invites 
me,  and  all  in  my  own  houfe  at  Padua.  I 
frequently  make  exourfions  to  fome  of  the 
neighbouring  cities,  for  the  fake  of  feeing 
my  friends,  and  convening  with  adepts  in  all 
arts  and  fciences  ;  architects,  painters,  ftatu- 
aries,  muficians,  and  even  hufbandmen.  I 
contemplate  their  works,  compare  them  with 
t;.«e  ancients,  and  am  always  learning  fome— 
thing  which  it  is  agreeable  to  know.  I  take 
a  view  of  palaces,  gardens,  antiquities,  pub¬ 
lic  buildings,  temples,  fortifications,  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  let  nothing  efcape  me,  which 
may  afford  the  le aft  amufement  to  a  rational 


mind.  Nor  are  thefe  pleafures  at  all  blunted 
by  the  ufual  imperfections  of  great  age;  for 
I  enjoy  all  my  fcnfes  in  perfect  vigour  ;  my 
tade,  efpecially,  in  fo  high  a  degree,  that  I 
1) a v c  a  bcLtci  reiifli  >oi  tne  pla.ineft  food  now, 
than  I  had  for  the  choiceft  delicacies  for¬ 


merly,  when  immerfed  in  a  life  of  luxury. 
Nay,  to  let  you  fee  what  a  portion  of  fire 
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and  fpirit  I  have  ftill  left  within  me,  be  pleafed 
to  know,  that  I  have,  this  very  year,  written 
a  comedy,  full  of  innocent  mirth  and  plea- 
fantry;  and,  as  I  fay,  if  a  Greek  Poet  was 
thought  fo  healthy  and  happy,  for  writing 
a  tragedy  at  the  age  of  feventy- three,  why 
fhould  not  I  be  thought  as  healthy  and  as 
happy,  who  have  written  a  comedy  when  I 
am  ten  years  older  ?  In  fliort,  that  no  plea- 
fure  whatever  may  be  wanting  to  my  old- 
age,  I  pleafe  myfelf  daily  with  contemplating 
that  immortality,  which  I  think  I  fee  in  the 
fucceffion  of  my  poflerity.  For,  every  time 
I  return  home,  I  meet  eleven  grandchildren, 
all  the  offspring  of  one  father  and  mother ;  all 
in  fine  health  ;  all,  as  far  as  I  can  difcern, 
apt  to  learn,  and  of  a  good  behaviour.  I  amt 
often  amufed  by  their  finging;  nay,  I  often 
fing  with  them,  becaufe  my  voice  is  ftronger 
and  clearer  now  than  ever  it  was  in  my  life 
before.  Thefe  are  the  delights  and  comforts 
of  my  old-age ;  from  which,  I  prefume,  it 
appears,  that  the  life  I  fpend  is  not  a  dead, 
morcfe,  and  melancholy  life,  but  a  living, 
active,  pleafant  life;  which  I  would  not  ex¬ 
change  with  the  moil  robuft  of  thofe  youths^ 
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who  indulge  and  riot  in  all  the  luxury  of  the 
fenfes,  becaufe  I  know  them  to  be  expofed  to 
a  thoufand  difeafes,  and  a  thoufand  kinds  of 
deaih.  I,  on  the  contrary,  am  free  from  all 
fuch  apprehenfions;  from  the  apprehenfions 
or  Diieafe,  becaufe  I  have  nothing  in  my  con¬ 
futation  for  a  Diieafe  to  feed  upon  ;  from  the 
apprehenfions  of  Death,  becaufe  I  have  fpent 
a  life  of  reafon.  Befides,  death,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  is  not  yet  near  me.  I  know  that, 
barring  accidents,  no  violent  diieafe  can 
touch  me.  I  mull  be  diflolved  by  a  gentle 
.and  gradual  decay,  when  the  radical  humour 
is  con  fumed,  like  oil  in  a  lamp,  which  affords 
no  longer  hie  to  the  dying  taper.  But  fuch 
a  death  as  this  cannot  happen  of  a  fudden. 
i  o  become  unable  to  walk  and  reafon,  to 
become  blind,  deaf,  and  bent  to  the  earth, 
from  all  which  evils  I  am  far  remote  at  pre- 
ient,  muff  take  a  confiderable  portion  of  time; 
and  I  verily  believe,  that  the  immortal  foul, 
which  ffill  inhabits  my  body  with  fo  much 
harmony  and  complacency,  will  not  eafily 
depart  from  it  yet.  I  verily  believe  that  I 
have  many  years  to  live,  many  years  to  enjoy 
the  world,  and  its  bleffings  bv  virtue  of  that 
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fcxiSt  fobriety  and  Temperance  which  I  have, 
fo  long  and  lb  religioufly  obferved ;  friend  as 
I  am  to  reafon  ;  but  a  foe  to  fenle.  "I  hus 
far  this  good  and  wife  Philofopher  ;  who 
was  known  afterwards  to  have  prophefied 
very  truly  concerning  his  future  health  and 
happinefs.”  See  the  ChrifWs  Magazine, 
volume  v.  page  4^4  »  and  the  Spcblatoi, 
N°  195.  in  which  Mr.  Addifon  obferves 

further, 

(5.)  It  is  fa  id  of  Diogenes,  that  meeting 
a  young  man  who  was  going  to  a  feaft,  he 
took  him  up  in  the  ftreet,  and  carried  him 
home  to  his  friends,  as  one  who  was  running 
into  imminent  danger,  had  not  he  prevented 
him.  What  would  that  Philofopher  have 
fa  id,  had  he  been  prefeni  at  the  gluttony  of  a 
modern  meal?  Would  not  he  have  thought 
the  mailer  of  a  family  mad,  and  have  begged 
his  fervants  to  tie  down  his  hands,  had  he 
feen  him  devour  fowl,  fifh  and  flelh  ;  fwallow 
oil  and  vinegar,  wines  and  fpices ;  throw 
down  fallads  of  twenty  different  herbs,  fauces 
of  an  hundred  ingredients,  confections,  and 
fruits  of  numberlefs  fweets  and  flavours  ? 

R  4 


248  s  E  R  M  O  N  XII. 

What  unnatural  motions  and  counter-ferments 
mull  fuch  a  medley  of  Intemperance  produce 
in  the  body  !  F or  my  own  part,  when  I  be¬ 
hold  a  fafhionable  table  fet  out  in  all  its 
magnificence,  I  fancy  I  fee  Gouts  and  Drop- 
fies,  Fevers  and  Lethargies,  with  other  innu¬ 
merable  diftempers,  lying  in  ambufcade  among 
the  dijfhes.” 


(^•)  *  he  teflimony  ot  a  good  Confcience, 
is  iucn  a  pjeafine  j^fays  Ur.  South)  as  never 
fatiates  or  wearies  :  For  when  acre,  itfelf 

O  1  5 

which  of  ail  things  in  the  world  will  not  be 
b  a  filed  or  defied,  fhall  begin  to  feize  and  re¬ 
mind  us  of  our  mortality,  by  pains,  aches, 
deadnefs  of  limb,  and  dulnefs  of  fenfe;  yet 
then,  even  then,  the  pleafure  of  the  mind 
Iball  be  in  its  full  youth,  vigour,  and  frefh- 
iu.fi.  A  pally  may  as  well  fhake  an  oak,  or 
a  fever  dry  up  a  fountain,  as  either  of  them 
ifiake,  dry  up,  or  impair  the  delight  of  Con- 
lcicnce :  For  it  lives  within  ;  it  centers  in 
the  heart  y  it  grows  into  the  very  fubftance 
ot  the  loui  ;  fo  that  it  accompanies  a  man  to 
his  grave :  he  never  outlives  it  ;  and  that  for 
hs  caute  only,  became  he  cannot  outlive 
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himfelf. — How  fhort  of  this,  are  the  delishts 
of  the  Epicure  !  How  vaflly  difproportionate 
are  the  pleafures  of  the  eating,  and  thofe  of 
the  thinking  man  !  Indeed,  as  different  as  the 
lilence  of  an  Archimedes  in  the  ftudy  of  a 
problem,  and  the  ftillnefs  of  a  fow  at  her 
wafh.  Do  not  the  pleafures  of  a  voluptuous 
man  expire  while  they  fatisfy,  and  after  a 
few  minutes,  determine  in  loathing  and  un- 
quietnels  ?  How  fhort  is  the  interval  between 
the  pleafure  and  the  burden  !  The  neceflities 
of  nature  are  quickly  and  eafily  provided  for; 
and  then,  all  that  follows  is  a  load  and  am 
oppreffion  :  Every  morfel  to  a  fatisfied  hun¬ 
ger,  is  only  a  new  labour  to  a  tired  digeftion  : 
Every  draught  to  him  who  has  quenched  his 
third,  is  but  a  further  quenching  of  nature. 
He  that  prolongs  his  meals,  and  facrifices 
his  time,  as  well  as  his  other  conveniences  to 
his  luxury,  how  quickly  does  he  outfit  his 
pleafure  !  and  then,  how  is  all  the  following 
time  bellowed  upon  ceremony  and  furfeit  ! 
Till  at  length,  after  a  long  fatigue  of  eating, 
drinking,  and  babbling,  he  concludes  the 
great  work  of  dining  genteely,  and  fo  makes 
a  fhift  to  rife  from  table,  that  he  may  lie  down 
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upon  his  bed  ;  where  after  he  has  flept  him- 
felf  into  fome  ufe  of  himfelf,  with  much 
ado  he  flaggers  to  his  table  again,  and  there 
a£ls  over  the  fame  brutifh  feene.  So  that  he 
paffes  his  whole  life  in  a  dozed  condition, 
with  a  kind  of  drowfinefs  and  confufion  upon 
his  fenfes :  With  wh  at  pleafure  it  can  be,  is 
hard  to  conceive.  All  that  is  of  it  dwells  up¬ 
on  the  tip  of  the  tongue,  and  within  the  com- 
pafs  of  his  palate.  A  worthy  prize  for  a  man 
to  purchafe  with  the  lofs  of  his  time,  his 
reafon  and  himfelf !” 

(7.)  Nothing  can  he  more  worthy  a  ferious 
perufai,  than  the  latter  part  of  the  23d  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Proverbs,  to  guard  men  againfl  the 
odious  Vice  of  Drunkennefs.  In.  v.  33,  &c. 
the  Writer  bids  us  mark  the  particular  ill  ef¬ 
fects  of  it.  “  Thine  eyes,  fays  he,  fnali  be¬ 
hold  flrange  women,  and  thine  heart  fhall  utter 
perverfe  things.  Yea,  thou  fhalt  be  as  he 
that  lieth  down  in  the  midft  of  the  fea,  or  as 
he  that  lieth  on  the  top  of  a  matt.”  That 
is,  “  Thou  wilt  fottifhly  run  thyfelf  into  the 
extremefl  hazards,  without  any  apprehenfions 
of  danger;  being  no  more  able  to  direct  thy 
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courfe,  than  a  Pilot*  who  (lumbers  when 
the  (hip  is  tofTed  in  the  midft  of  the  fea;  no 
more  able  to  take  notice  of  the  perils  thou  art 
in,  that  he  who  falls  afleep  on  the  top  of  a 
mad,  where  he  was  fct  to  keep  watch.” — 
He  goes  on,  ct  They  have  flricken  me,  (halt 
thou  fay,  and  I  was  not  Tick ;  they  have 
beaten  me,  and  I  felt  it  not.  When  (hall  I 
awake  ? — I  will  feek  it  yet  again.” — There 
is  great  beauty  and  energy  in  the  concifenefs 
of  the  original :  What  we  render  46  I  was  not 
Tick,”  fhould  rather  be,  u  and  I  was  not  fen- 
fible  of  it.”  The  next  ciaufe  fhould  be, 
“  They  have  mocked  me,  and  I  knew  it 
not.  *- — I. hey  have  flricken  me,  and  I  was 
not  fenfible  of  it:  They  have  mocked  me, 
and  I  knew  it  not  !  <i  How  finking  and  in- 
flru&ive  a  pourtrait  is  this  of  the  flupid  in- 
fenfibility  of  a  drunkard  !  Mr.  Prior  in  his 
Solomon  has  well  exprefTed  it  in  the  follow- 
ing  hnes.  There  are,  fays  he, 

— “  Yet  unnunlber’d  ills  that  lie  unfeen, 

•Jn  the  pernicious  draught :  The  word  obfcene# 
Or  harfh,  (which  once  elanc’d  mud  ever  fly 
Irrevocable;)  the  too  .prompt  reply. 
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Seed  of  fevere  dillr uft,  and  fierce  debate. 

What  we  fliould  fhun,  and  what  we  ouo-ht  to  hate; 
Add  too,  the  blood  impoveriflrd,  and  the  courfe 
Of  health  fupprefTd  by  wine's  continued  force. 
Unhappy  man  !  Whom  forrow  thus,  and  rage 
To  different  ills  alternately  engage  : 

Who  drinks,  alas !  but  to  forget ;  nor  fees 
That  melancholy  floth,  fevere  difeafe, 

Memory  confus’d,  and  interrupted  thought, 
Death’s  harbingers,  lie  latent  in  the  draught; 
And  in  the  flowers  that  wreathe  the  fparkling  bowl, 
Fell  adders  hifs,  and  poifonous  ferpents  roll,” 

(8.)  Another  Writer  has  given  us  as  lively 
a  picture  of  the  oppofite  Vice  : 

“  The  fad  effeds  of  Luxury  are  thefe ; 

We  drink  our  poifon,  and  we  eat  difeafe  : 

Not  fo,  O  Temperance  bland  !  when  rul’d  by  thee  ; 
The  brute’s  obedient,  and  the  man  is  free  : 

Soft  are  his  {lumbers,  balmy  is  his  reft, 

His  veins  not  boiling  from  the  midnight  feaft. 

?Tis  to  thy  rules,  bright  Temperance,  w>e  owe 
All  pleafures  which  from  health  and  ftrength  can  flow : 
Vigour  of  body,  purity  of  mind. 

Unclouded  reafon,  fentiments  refin’d; 

Unmix’d,  untainted  joys,  without  remorfe, 

Th’  intemperate  fenfualift's  never-failing  curfe.” 
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(9.)  If  there  ever  was  a  man,  who  in  a 
worldly  fenfe  <c  ftrove  for  the  maftery,”  it 
was  Charles  the  12th  of  Sweden;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  his  hiftory  tells  us,  that  he  was 
remarkably  cc  Temperate,5’  in  order  to  the 
attainment  of  His  end  :  Even  his  boiflerous 
and  romantic  character  therefore,  may  edify’ 
and  improve  wifer  and  better  minds.  “  The 
earlier  days  of  his  adminiftration,  fays  Vol¬ 
taire,  gave  no  favourable  ideas  of  him  ;  it 
feemed  as  if  he  had  been  more  impatient  to 
reign,  than  worthy  of  it.  He  had  indeed  no 
dangerous  paffion ;  but  nothing  was  to  be 
feen  in  his  conduft,  but  the  Tallies  of  youth¬ 
ful  impetuofity  and  obftinacy.  He  appeared 
quite  carelefs  and  haughty.  The  Ambaf- 
fadors  from  other  courts  even  took  him  for 
a  very  moderate  genius,  and  painted  him  as 
iuch  to  their  feveral  matters.  Sweden  too 
had  the  fame  opinion  of  him,  and  no  body 
knew  his  real  chara&er.  Nor  did  he  know 
it  himfelf,  till  the  fudden  ftorms  that  burtt 
forth  in  the  northern  world,  gave  his  hidden 
talents  an  opportunity  of  difplaying  them- 
felves.  But  then,  every  one  was  in  the 
higheft  degree  furprized  to  fee  him  inftantane- 
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cufly  renounce  all,  even  the  mod:  innocent 
amufements  of  his  youthful  days.  From  the 
moment  he  prepared  for  war,  he  commenced 
a  life  entirely  new,  from  which  he  never 
after  varied  in  the  leaft.  Full  of  the  idea  of 
Alexander  and  of  Casfar,  he  purpofed  to  imi¬ 
tate,  in  thofe  conquerors,  every  thing  but 
their  Vices.  He  no  longer  confulted  magni¬ 
ficence,  or  regarded  fports  or  relaxations ;  he 
reduced  his  table  to  the  exadeft  frugality. 
He  had  been  hitherto  fond  of  Iplendor  in  his 
apparel ;  from  henceforward  he  drefFed  him- 
feif  only  as  a  common  foldier:  He  had  been 
fufpeded  of  having  entertained  a  paflion  for 
a  lady  of  his  court; — but,  whether  this  cir- 
cumhance  be  true  or  not,  it  is  certain,  that 
from  thenceforth  he  for  ever  renounced  the 
fex ;  not  merely  for  fear  of  being  governed 
by  them,  but  to  fet  an  example  to  bis  fol- 
diers,  whom  he  wiflied  to  preferve  in  the 
flricteft  difcipline;  and  perhaps,  alio  from 
a  vanity  of  being  the  only  King  who  had 
conquered  a  propenfity  io  difficult  to  fubdue. 
He  likewife  refolved  to  abdain  from  wine 
all  the  red:  of  his  life  ;  not,  as  fome  have 
pretended,  becaule  he  would  punilh  in  him- 
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felf  ail  excefs,  which  was  faid  to  have  led 
him  into  actions  unworthy  of  his  character  5 
(for  nothing  is  more  falfe  than  this  popular 
report)  but  becaufe  it  too  much  {Emulated 
his  fiery  temper  :  Nav,  he  even  quitted  beer, 
and  reduced  himfelf  to  pure  wafer.  To 
crown  the  whole,  vve  muft  remember  that 
Sobriety  was  then  a  Virtue  entirely  new  in 
the  north,  and  therefore  Charles  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  be  a  pattern  to  his  Swedes  in  every 
particular.”  See  Voltaire’s  life  of  Charles 
xii.  p.  13.  and  24.  2d.  Edit. 

(10.)  Cato  the  Cenfor  conftantly  repre- 
Tented  to  his  countrymen  in  the  Senate,  the 
fatal  confequences  of  that  Luxury,  which  in 
his  time  began  to  introduce  itfelf  into  the 
Roman  Republic.  Obferving  the  large  {brides 
which  his  nation  made  upon  Greece  and 
Alia,  provinces  filled  with  all  the  delicacies 
and  dangerous  baits  of  pleafurable  indulgence, 
and  how  the  Romans  were  beginning  to  lay 
their  hands  on  the  treafures  of  diftant  Kings  ; 
44  1  am  greatly  afraid,  faid  he,  that  we  {hall 
become  Haves  to  thefe  foreign  riches,  in- 
Read  of  being  their  m afters  j  and  that  thefe 
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conquered  nations  will  conquer  Us  in  their 
turn,  by  communicating  to  us  their  Examples 
and  their  Vices.”  His  fears  we  know  were 
not  imaginary ;  and  all  he  had  forefeen  came 
to  pafs,  to  the  ruin  of  his  country. 

Felix  quem  faciunt  aliena  pericula  caution. 

(11.)  But  what  then  is  this  fubtle  fecret 

1 

poifon,  which  thus  lurks  under  the  pomp  of 
Luxury,  and  the  charms  of  Intemperance ; 
enervating  at  the  fame  time  the  whole  ftrength 
of  body,  and  the  whole  vigor  and  fuperiority 
of  the  mind  ? — The  folution  is  plain.  The 
natural  efl’edl  of  voluptuoufnefs  and  delicacy, 
whiclv  are  the  infeparable  companions  of 
Luxury,  is  to  render  Men  fubjedt  to  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  falfe  wants  and  necefiities ;  to  make 
their  happinefs  depend  upon  a  thoufand  trilling 
conveniences  and  fuperfluities,  which  they 
can  no  longer  be  without,  and  to  give  them 
an  unreafonable  fondnefs  for  life  ;  thus  ftiflina* 
in  them  the  great  and  only  true  motives  of 
glory,  of  zeal  for  their  Prince,  and  love  to 
their  country,  while  it  renders  them  felfifli 
and  fordid,  fearful  and  cowardly ;  and  hin¬ 
ders  them  from  expofing  themfelves  to  dan* 
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gers,  wnich  may  in  a  moment  deprive  th  em 
of  all  thofe  things  wherein  they  place  their 
felicity.  England  is  now  become  a  rich, 
a  victorious,  a  polite  and  fcientific  nation. 
Now  therefore  is  the  period,,  in  which  we 
ought  to  keep  a  more  than  ordinary  vigilance 
over  our  manners;  and  to  eftablifh  a  few 
needful  refcraints,  to  preferve,  as  long  as  we 
can,  fome  degree  of  indultry,  frugality,  and 
fortitude  alive  among  us ;  that  fo  the  day 
may  be  late,  in  which  we  are  probably  to1 
fmk  God  grant,  we  may  not  irrecoverably* 
frifC,  under  our  great  profperities ;  as  but 
too  many  nations  of  pad:  ages  have  done 
before  us,  and  are  now  no  more  ! 


Vo*  IL 


On  Gaming. 

LUKE  xvi.  3.  latter  part. 

/  cannot  dig ;  to  beg  /  am  ajhamed . 

rF'HIS  is  part  of  the  unjuft:  Steward’s 
-1  fevere  felf-remonftrance,  when  called 
upon  to  render  up  his  accounts  of  a  fteward- 
£bip,  in  which  he  had  been  fadly  unfaithful : 

“  1  cannot  dig ;  to  beg  I  am  alhamed  I” _ A 

more  diftrefsful  and  pitiable  fituation  cannot 
be  conceived,  than  one,  where  labour  and 
honeft  induftry  are  impoffible  to  the  more 
delicately  educated,  or  vice-enervated  body; 
and  where  humble  fubmiffion,  and  a  cry  for 
mercy  are  no  lefs  impoffible  to  the  arrogant 
and  over-bearing  mind  !  Yet  fuch,  alas,  is 
the  wretched  fituation  to  which  a  vicious 
wafte  or  fortune  frequently  reduces  ! 


The  facred  Writer  does  not  inform  us  in 
what  manner  this  perfon  wafted  his  own  and 
his  Lord  s  goods :  1  he  word  ufed  on  this  oe- 
c-ficn,  implies  a  difiipation  of  them,  without 
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any  attention  to  future  advantage  and  ir 
the  fame  with  that  ufed  in  a  former  chapter,, 
to  exprefs  the  prodigal  fon’s  extravagance, 
who  is  faid  to  have  “  wafted  his  fubftar.ee  in 
riotous  living, We  have  no  need  to  enquire 
after  the  methods  of  fpending  a  fortune  in  a 
life  of  Riot  and  Luxury;  or — if  the  terms 
{ball  fuit  the  fubjedt  better — in  a  life  of 
Politenefs  and  Pleafure.  There  is,  however, 
one  mode  of  doing  fo,  one  method  of  aifti- 
pa  ting  the  fubftance  however  confiderable, 
to  which,  it  is  likely,  neither  this  Steward,  nor 
this  youthful  Extravagant,  as  fine  gentlemen, 
were  ftrangers ;  a  method  extremely  com¬ 
mon  in  the  prefent  times,  and  the  purfuit  of 
which  has,  of  all  things,  the  beft  chance  to 
reduce  a  man  to  the  iituation  referred  to  in 
the  text.  It  will  be  eaftly  underftood  that  I 
mean  Gaming  ; — another  of  thofeFalfe  Plea- 
lures,  mv  young  friends,  which  I  have  un¬ 
dertaken  to  develope  and  decry,  for  your 
fake,  and  for  your  prefervation  ;  and  one, 
from  whkh  you  can  never  be  too  minutely 
cautioned,  too  ftrongly  guarded  ;  as  it  has 

*  Aia<rxo~7fl£ay.  See  my  Sermons  on  the  miracles  m& 
Vol.  iv.  £>.  jS. 


SERMON  XIII. 


26 1 

cuirom  and  fafhion  fo  powerfully  to  plead  on 
its  fide,  cc  though  pregnant  with  almoft  every 
evil,  and  the  fatal  fource  of  miferies  the 
mod:  diftrefsful  to  man.” 

We  will  endeavour  to  make  this  appears 
But  fir  ft,  in  order  to  prevent  mi  flakes  or  mif- 
apprehenfions  in  tender  consciences,  it  may  be 
proper  to  diftinguifh  a  little  ;  and  to  coniider 
Play  as  an  Amufement,  before  we  (peak  of 
it  as  a  Vice. 

Whatever  fome  divines,  and  moralifts  of  a 
feverercaft,  may  urge  againfc  Play  in  the  gene- 
ral,  as  hurtful  and  criminal  j  as  contrary  to 
duty,  and  dangerous  to  falvation  ;  thus  much, 
I  think,  may  be  afferted  with  truth,  upon 
the  moft  candid  and  rational  ftate  of  the  cafe; 
That  “  Amufements  and  relaxations  being  in 
a  high  degree  neceffary  to  the  human  mind, 
as  well  as  to  the  harmony  and  continuance 
of  cultivated  fociety,  Play,  confidered  mere¬ 
ly  as  an  amufement  or  relaxation,  and  pur¬ 
ged  only  as  fuch,  can  never  be  criminal  5 
is  in  no  refpeQs  contrary  to  the  laws  of  God, 
or  of  Reafon.”— And,  as  almoft  all  nations 
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have  permitted  and  ufed  diverfions  of  this 
fort,  Games  of  chance  or  hazard  ;  it  would 
feem  rather  too  fevere  a  cenfure  on  the  gene¬ 
ral  opinion  of  mankind,  to  condemn  them  in 
the  grofs.  Nor  can  any  fufficient  caufe  of 
cenfure,  in  my  judgment  at  leaft,  be  urged, 
if  they  be  limited  as  above  :  Nay,  if  fo 
limited,  it  is  unqueftionable  that  they  may 
be  made  the  occafion  of  fhewing  without  of- 
tentation,  “  Noblenefs  of  fentiment,”  cc  Jaft- 
nefs  of  underilanding,”  66  Politenefs  of  man¬ 
ners,”  and  46  Evennefs  of  temper.”  But 
then,  we  muft  be  extremely  careful, — in  order 
to  attain  ends  fo  excellent, — to  keep  within  the 
limits  above  fpecified  :  We  tnuft  be  extremely 
careful  not  to  fuffer  a  matter  of  mere  amufe- 
ment  to  deviate  into  a  blameable  excels ; 

J  » 

which  becomes  the  cafe  with  Play,  when  it 
is  immoderately  purfued,  occafions  avarici¬ 
ous  defires,  or  ruiHes  in  any  degree  the  fe~ 
renity  of  the  temper. 

All  amufements,  of  whatfoever  kind,  how 
innocent  or  allowable  foever  in  themfelves* 

4  * 

become  highly  blameable,  when  immode¬ 
rately  purfued  :  For  thus,  while  their  proper 
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end  and  defign  is  perverted,  they  are  not 
only  prepofteroufly  made  the  bufinefs  of  life, 
but  unhappily  interfere  with,  and  prejudice 
its  true  bufinefs.  Befides,  a  continued  at¬ 
tention  to,  and  thirft  for  amufements  above 
all  things,  tends  to  weaken  the  nobler  powers 
of  the  foul ;  to  take  off  the  mind  from  better 
and  more  important  fubje£ls ;  to  {hut  up 
every  avenue  from  juft  and  ferious  reflexion  ; 
and  in  ftiort,  to  induce  a  perfect  diffipation 
and  annihilation  of  thought.  And,  as  thus 
deftroying  all  power  of  improvement  in  Vir¬ 
tue,  and  by  confequence  tending  dire£ily  to 
extinguifti  it  wholly ;  fuch  an  attachment  to 
Play,  or  any  other  amufement,  unqueftionably 
partakes  of  the  nature  of  Vice,  and  will 
therefore  ftand  expofed  to  all  its  confe- 
quences. 


J*H 


Tf,  farther,  it  is  not  only  immoderately, 
but  avaricioufy  purfued,  and  ceafes  to  be  a 
calm  and  chearing  relaxation  of  the  mind, 
by  irritating,  difturbing,  and  agitating  the 
paftions,  it  inftantly  lofes  all  its  innocence ; 
it  is  no  longer  to  be  juftined  or  excufed  :  It 
{lands  condemn’d  as  criminal  \  and  is  no 
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more  to  be  eonfidered  as  an  harmlefs  Amufe- 
jnent,  but  as  a  pernicious  Vice. 

And  certainly,  as  a  “  Vice,”  there  is  no¬ 
thing  more  pregnant  with  mifchiefs  and  mi¬ 
series  to  mankind  :  For,  in  the  firft  place, 
G  amino  owes  its  birth  *  to  one  of  the 
meaneft  and  moft  defpicable  principles  which 
actuate  the  human  mind ;  a  principle  fo 
low  and  bafe,  fo  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
Reafon,  of  Nature,  and  of  God,  that  no 
man  was  ever  found  hardy  enough  to  avow 
and  acknowledge  its  influence !  Yet,  from 
this  Avarice,  vile  and  contemptible  as  it  is. 
Gaming,  whether  in  a  higher  or  lower  fphere, 
undoubtedly  derives  its  original  5  It  being  in¬ 
conceivable,  upon  the  principles  of  reafon 
and  good  fenfe,  that  any  man  fhould  either 
Subject  his  mind  to  the  continual  tortures  and 

anxieties  which  the  Gamefter  mufr  feel :  or 

* 

ihould  put  his  fortune  to  the  hazard  at  the 

*  The  reader  will  obferve,  that  we  fpeak  here  of  Gaming, 
abfo’uteJy  confider’d.  We  do  not  fay  or  think,  that  every 
anan  who  plays  or  plays  deep  is  a  covetous  man  :  There  have 
heen,  we  believe  there  may  be,  inftances  to  the  contrary, 
IThofe  inftances  however  are  very  rare. 
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Gaming  Table,  from  any  motive  lefs  forcible 
and  prevalent,  than  the  covetous  defire  and 
expectation  of  increasing  that  fortune. 

Other  motives,  and  other  caufes,  it  is 
true,  may  co-operate  and  lead  young  and  un¬ 
experienced  adventurers  to  that  table:  They 
may  commence  dupes,  but  dupes  they  can 
never  continue.  The  practice  purfued  una¬ 
voidably  induces  other  principles ;  and  what¬ 
ever  men  commence,  it  may  be  faid  with 
fl:ri£t  truth,  that  if  they  perfevere,  they  mult 
end  knaves:  For  their  principle  (that  only 
pri  nciple  which  can  induce  them  to  perfevere) 
never  yet  was  found  over-nice  in  points  of 
honour,  or  of  honefly :  And  it  would  be  as 
abfurd  to  expect  either,  from  a  mind  actuated 
by  avarice,  as  to  expedt  Streams  of  generous 
wine  from  a  ioul  pool  of  Stagnated  water. 

But,  if  no  good  Streams  can  be  expected 
to  flow  from  fuch  a  principle,  evil  ones  in 
abundance  will  flow.  Ufury,  injuftice,  and 
every  illegal  method  of  procuring  money* 
which  can  be  purfued  with  any  tolerable 
•degree  of  fafety,  and  often,  at  the  extremeft 
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hazard  of  reputation  and  of  life,  will  cer¬ 
tainly  take  place  in  fuch  circumftances  :  And 
whether  gain  or  lofs  enfues,  the  fame  evil 
difpofitions,  and  the  fame  illicit  practices  will, 
more  or  lefs,  aflfuredly  {hew  themfelves.  For 
how  fhould  it  be  otherwife  in  minds  wholly 
deprav’d  as  theirs  mull  need  be,  wholly  de¬ 
void  of  moral  or  religious  principles,  who 
give  themfelves  up  to  a  Vice,  connected  with 
fuch  a  variety  of  evils  as  Gaming  ? 

|  One  of  the  worft  and  moft  pernicious  of 
thefe,  is,  “  An  introduction  into  that  aban¬ 
doned  and  worthlefs  fociety  which  always 
furround  the  Gaming-Table.”  And  if  no¬ 
thing  be  fo  prejudicial  to  youth,  nothing  fo 
much  to  be  guarded  againft  as  Evil  Com¬ 
pany  *,  no  Vice  can  be  fo  dangerous  to 
them  as  Gaming  ;  fince  there  is  none  where¬ 
by  they  are  fo  likely  to  reap  an  abundant 
barveft  of  this  kind.  The  truth  is,  Gaming 
.levels  diftindfions  of  every  fort  ;  and  fo 
llrange  is  the  bewitching  infatuation,  that  men 
of  the  firft  charadlers  and  the  firft  fortunes 
are  unable,  with  this  fatal  mift  before  their 


*  See  Vol#  I,  p.  219. 
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eyes,  to  difeern  the  (harper  from  the  peer  ; 
the  beggar  from  the  wealthy ;  or  even  the 
friend  from  the  profeffed  and  profligate  cheat. 
Indeed  friendfhip,  though  a  name  often  ufed 
on  thefe  occafions,  is  ufed  only  as  a  bait  to 
enfnare  and  deftroy  *  :  And  the  noble  boaft 
of  Gaming  is,  that  as  it  levels  all  DiftinXions, 
fo  it  bids  an  adieu  to  all  the  Virtues;  and 
while  the  tyrant  paflion  rages,  fufpends  or 
fta  gnates  at  lead  all  the  juft  and  honourable 
affections  of  the  foul ;  infomuch  that  not 
friendfhip  only  becomes  a  name,  but  all  the 
facred  dictates  of  religion,  nay,  and  the  laws 
of  fociety  are  broken  through  :  No  times, 
places  or  fealons,  however  holy,  are  refpeXed : 
Even  <c  Sunday  fhines  no  fabbath-day  to 
fuch.”  And  what  is  more  if  poflible  than  all 
this,  even  the  dear  connexions  of  wife,  of 
children,  of  relations,  are,  with  unrelenting 

O 

*  An  excellent  Writer  fpeaking  of  this  kind  of  men,  fays 
cf  them,  “  That  they  are  to  (he  light,  unthinking  part  of 
the  world,  what  the  Spider  is  to  the  Fly  :  They  wait  with 
cool,  deliberate,  unwearied  patience,  till  they  get  their  prey 
within  their  nets,  and  then  drain  out  their  vitals  w'ithout 
remorfe  5  Or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  enjoy  their  dying  com¬ 
plaints, ”  Delaney’s  Sermons,  Vol.  II. 
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\  fury>  Sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  this  deftru&ive 

daemon  ! 

And  as  it  thus  extinguiflies  the  moft  ami- 
. able  and  excellent  paffions  in  the  foul;  as 
it  introduces  to  the  vileft  fociety,  and  levels 
ali  difiin^ions ;  fo  does  it  conduce,  above  all 
things,  to  mar  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of 
the  mind,  and  to  difcompofe,  in  the  moft 
frightful  manner,  the  fweeinefs  and  ferenity 
'  of  the  temper.  Indeed,  what  fweetnefs  or 
ferenity  can  that  mind  enjoy,  which,  ever  on 
the  rack  of  painful  torturing  anxiety,  knows 
not  a  moment’s  refpite  from  the  tumultuous 
agitation  of  hopes  and  fears! — No  proof  of 
this  can  be  wanting  to  thofe,  who  have  at 
.any  time  been  prefent  at  a  Gaming-Table! 
where  the  palenefs  and  dejection  fitting  on 
the  countenances  of  feme,  the  horrible  per¬ 
turbation  working  on  the  brows  of  others.; 
the  fearful  blafphemies  and  execrations 
heard  on  all  fides  ;  the  mutual  recrimina¬ 
tions,  quarrels,  oaths  and  curfes,  prefent  the 
afionifhed  and  terrified  fpehlator  with  the 
fulleft  and  mofi:  dreadful  idea  of  the  court 
,  and  midnight  orgies  of  death  and  of  hell! 
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And  this — oh  gracious  God  !  Former  of  the 
human  race  !  This  is  one  of  the  purfuits,  this 
one  of  the  engagements,  which  thy  reafon- 
able  creatures  call,  and  profecute  as  Pleafure! 

But,  if  fuch  be  the  prefent  enjoyment  it 
affords,  let  us  coirfider  the  end.  Who  can 
wonder,  that  amidft  fuch  a  fcene  as  that 
we  have  iuft  referred  to, — that  amongft 
minds  fo  difturbed  and  agitated,  Difputes  and 
contentions  of  the  mod:  boiderous  and  ran¬ 
corous  kind  fhould  arife,  and  confequences 
the  mod:  fatal  enfue  ? — Hence,  full  often  the 
bloody  and  barbarous  Duel  finifhes  what  the 
Gaming-Table  begun  ;  and  everlafting  death, 
2nd  ruin  feals  the  eyes  of  the  man,  11  a  in  by 
the  hands  of  his  friend  5  in  the  pride  of  youth, 
perhaps ; — perhaps  the  foie  fupport,  and  great, 
expectation  of  fome  honourable  houfe  ^  but 
now,  cut  down  and  deftroyed  in  one  ralh. 
moment,  and  fent  to  his  laft  fearful  account,, 
with  all  his  fins  in  deeped:  aggravation  on  his 
head  ! — But  of  this  accurfed  practice  of  Duel¬ 
ling,  we  will  take  an  occafion  to  fpeak  tnor© 
fully  in-  the  next  Difcourfe* 

l 
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If  an  evil  of  this  kind  be  avoided,  yet,  how 
Oiten  is  death  the  confequence  in  another 
way  !  How  often  have  repeated  Ioffes  in  high 
life,  as  well  as  low,  led  men  to  pradlices^ 
which  have  proved  molt  fatal  to  them  !  Hence 
F orgery,  and  other  iniquitous  modes  of  cheat¬ 
ing  mankind  ;  and  hence  the  bold  adventurer, 
flung  by  oefperation,  void  of  all  refource,. 
too  much  enfeeoled  to  labour,  too  proud  and 
arrogant  to  {loop  to  any  iow  and  honed  means 
of  fupplying  his  wants,  fallies  forth  to  re¬ 
pair  his  ruined  fortunes  on  the  road,  or  in  the 
ftreets,  by  preying  on  the  fortunes  and  the 
fecurity  of  others  f— Till  at  length,  flopp’d 
in  his  wretched  career,  an  ignominious  pu- 
nifhment  delivers  fociety  from  the  pernicious 
burden  of  the  Gamefler  and  the  Robber  ! 

But  there  is  yet  a  cafe  more  deplorable  than 
any  of  the  foregoing,  where  Death  comes, 
array’d  indeed  in  all  his  terrors  ;  and  the  mod 
diftant  profpedl  of  which  ought  to  make  You 
fhudder  (my  young  friends)  and  By  with 
horror  from  the  very  appearance  of  the  Vice 
we  are  decrying  !  The  cafe  I  mean,  is,  when 
ruin'd  fortunes,  broken  mind,  upbraiding 
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friends,  and  felf-convidfing  confcience,  fufler 
the  harrowed,  overwhelmed,  defperate  wretch 
no  longer  to  fupport  the  torturing  load  of 
exigence :  when,  unable  by  any  means  to 
fupply  himfelf  or  his  family — For  (a  dig  he 
cannot,  and  to  beg  he  is  afhamed  — when, 
finding  no  refource  in  his  mind  from  prin¬ 
ciples  of  religion  ;  (all  of  which,  thanks  to  his 
loofe  companions  and  abandoned  afTociates, 
he  has  long  fince  exchanged  for  the  more 
flattering  fyilem  of  darknefs  and  infidelity) 
— when,  in  this  horrid,  pitiable  fituation, 
Lo  !  he  plunges  by  his  own  trembling  hand, 
— plunges  into  the  awful  prefence  of  an 
avenging  God,  and  the  miferies  of  eternity, 
to  avoid  the  confequences  of  his  own  impru¬ 
dence  and  guilt  in  this  world  !  Fancy  fhudders 
at  the  reprefentation  ! — Think  then  with 
yourfelves,  what  mud  be  the  fituation  of  thofe 
interefied  in  fuch  a  man’s  welfare  !  Think 
with  yourfelves,  what  mud  be  the  fituation 
of  his  wretched  Parents,  if  they  yet  unhappily 
furvive,  to  be  the  witnefies  of  this  difmal 
difappointment  of  all  their  affe&ionate  hopes  ! 
Think,  if  connedled  with  a  Family,  what 
mull  be  the  fituation  of  his  diftrafted  Wife>. 
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thus  to  behold  the  objeft  of  her  tendered 
regard,  weltering  in  his  blood, — that  blood 
flowina  fi  01.1  his  own  unfortunate  hand  ! 
Herfelf  deferted  and  undone  !  her  fortune 
wafted  and  gone  with  her  miferable  hufband  ! 
and  fhe  herfelf,  with  her  weeping  infants 
around  her,  left  to  defolation  and  contempt* 
to  beggary  and  to  fhatnej 

Thefe  are  thy  triumphs,  oh  thou  infamous 
and  deftru&ive  Vice  !  And  yet,  as  if  in  de- 
fpite  of  divine  and  human  laws,  of  every  juft 
and  proper  feeling,  of  every  amiable  and 
excellent  Virtue;  yet  doft  thou  prevail; 
and,  unterrifted  by  confequences,  unmoved 
by  the  calls  of  honour,  of  juftice,  and  of 
truth.  High  and  low,  the  noble#  and  the 
meaneft  bow  at  thy  fhrine ;  degrade  and 
ruin  themfelves  !— Still  they  Game  on,  and 
ft  ill  they  are  undone  ! 

Oh,  my  young  friends  !  Could  I  but  prove- 
like  a  guardian  angel  to  prefer ve  you  from 
this  moft  pernicious  of  Vices; — Could  I  but 
fet  its  mifchiefs  and  its  miferies  in  their  tru« 
point  of  views1 — Could  I  but  engage  yon 
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now  to  renounce  it,  and  to  form  the  flrongefb 
refolutions  againfl:  its  future  allurements ; 
how  bjeft,  how  fuccefsful  ihould  I  think  my 
'endeavours  !  And  be  well  allur’d,  that  from 
the  practice  no  true  pleafure  can  ever  flow.; 
real  mifery,  and  confequences  the  molt  dif- 
quieting  and  diflrefsful  mull  always  flow,  if 
haply  you  efcape  thofe  extreme  and  fatal 
ones  we  have  enumerated. 


It  is  not  poflible  however  for  any  man  to 
fay,  how  far  he  will  go,  and  no  farther 
what  confequences  fhall  or  fliaJl  not  fallow, 
jf  once 'he  commences  a  lover  of  Gamino-  * 

o  " 

for,  as  no  fortune  is  fufflcient  to  fuppjy  its 

hazard,  fo  the  greated  fortune  may  as  fpeedily 

be  difhpated  and  dellroyed  by  its  perilous 

ciidiice^,  as  the  lead.  Indeed,  the  natural 

and  aunoil  unavoidable  evils  are  fo  many 

and  lo  dreadful,  that  no  wife  man  would  rua 

the  danger  of  encountering  even  the  fmalleil 

O;  them,  were  he  certain  ^  which  he  never  can. 

be)  of  avoiding  the  greateif.  And  would 

any  reafonable  man  purfue  that  as  a  Pleafure, 

whicn  in  every  view  is  incapable  of  giving 

real  iatisfaciion ;  but  which  mav  poflibly  in- 
Vo L*  IK  T 
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volve  the  total  ruin  of  himfelf,— his  foul  and 
body— his  family  and  deareft  connexions? 
But,  even  granting  that  fuch  total  ruin,  and 
fuch  fevere  miferies  fhould  be  avoided  ;  grant¬ 
ing  that  even  fuccefs  fhould  attend ;  yet,  can 
that  fuccefs  be  adequate  to  the  “  Conftant 
anxiety  and  agitation  of  paftions,”  which  is 
infeparable  from  the  praXice  ;  or  can  that 
fuccefs  be  in  any  refpeX  fatisfaXory  to  a 
mind  of  the  leaffc  feeling  or  generofity, 
when  it  reflects,  that  a  friend,  perhaps  an  inti¬ 
mate,  is  the  facrifice  to  that  fuccefs,  and  that 
its  own  good  fortune  is  rais’d  upon  the  ruin 
and  entire  overthrow  of  another  ?  Thus  even 
fuccefs  in  this  cafe,  is  pain  and  bitternefs : 
What  pain  and  bitternefs  then  mu  ft  accom¬ 
pany  the  want  of  fuccefs,  and  the  ruin  of 
fortune  and  family  !  '  * 


Think  with  yourfelves,  my  young  friends, 
if  your  parents  yet  live,  with  what  anguifh 
it  would  pierce  their  aged  and  afFeXionate 
hearts,  to  fee  you  the  dupes  of  a  Vice,  which 
inferred  much  more  than  a  probability  of 
your  total  ruin ;  perhaps  of  your  fpeedy  and 
ignominious  death ;  and,  moft  likely,  a  diffipa*- 
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tion  of  all  that  happy  patrimony,  which  they 
with  fo  much  care  have  treafured  up  for  your 
future  honour  and  comfort!  Think,  if  thofe 
dear  Authors  of  your  birth  are  no  longer  in 
being,  how  it  would  wound  their  fpirits  even 
in  the  realms  of  bleffednefs,  if  they  could  be 
eonfcious  that  you  had  diflipated,  amidft  falfe 
Friends,  Sharpers,  and  Knaves,  fo  fhamefully 
and  difhonourably  diflipated  the  patrimony 
they  left  you  !  Your  good  Hearts,  touched 
with  filial  gratitude  and  love,  will,  for  thofe 
Parents’  fake,  living  or  dying,  fpare  them 
the  inexpretfible  pain  of  fuch  confequences ; 
fpare  yourfeives  the  pungent  remorfe  of  fuch 
reflexions. 

Happy  too  in  future  connexions,  as  Huf-  : 
bands,  as  Parents  yourfeives,  you  will  avoid 
this  cruel  and  deftruXive  Vice,  which  can 
eradicate,  or  at  leaft  fufpend,  all  the  tender 
and  focial  affeXions  !  God  forbid  that  it 
fhould  ever  thus  tyrannize  over  any  of  you  s 
God  forbid,  that,  deaf  to  the  pathetic  and 
ageXionate  call  of  the  faithful  Wife,  to  the 
pleadings  and  almoft  irrefiftible  tears  of  be¬ 
loved  Children,  you  fhould  burfi  from  thefe* 
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and  defert  domeftic  peace  and  undiffembled 
friendfhip,  for  tumultuous  agitation,  and  the 
fociety  of  felfifh,  crafty,  ruinous  Villains !  Oh 
pidture  to  yourfelves  for  a  moment,  a  young 
man,  happy  in  the  Wife  of  his  choice ;  happy 
in  fweetand  much-loved  Infants  around  him  ; 
happy  in  all  .his  domeftic  connections  , 
efteemed  by  his  friends,  and  eafy  in  a  plenti¬ 
ful  fortune  !  Pi&ure  to  yourfelves  this  young 
man,  deluded  by  fome  faife  and  pretended 
Friend  to  the  infernal  fociety  of  Gamefters, 
and  at  length  duped  and  deprived  by  them  of  all 
his  fortune,  and  fo  of  all  his  comforts  !  With 
what  an  eye  of  anguiih  and  of  horror  muft 
he  now  look  on  what  before  gave  the  fweeteft 
confclation  to  his  fight  !  Can  the  bofom  of 
that  Wife,  where  once  he  found  perpetual 
peace  and  joy,  now  afford  other  than  the 
keen-eft  did  refs  ?— He  has  undone  that  Wife  ! 
Can  thofe  Babes,  whole  innocent  prattlings 
$nce  were  mufic  to  his  ears,  now  do  other 
than  pierce  his  very  foul  with  their  cries  ?— -He 
has  undone  thofe  Babes  !  Friends,  dwelling, 
all  things  are  mifery  to  him  ;  nor  can  a  ray 
of  fatisfa&ion  beam  into  his  benighted  mind  ! 
where,  the  coafcioiifnefs,  the  dreadful  c on- 


fcioufnefs  that  his  own  Vice  and  Folly  have 
wrought  all  this  ruin,  haunts  him  for  ever, 
and  murders  all  repole  ! 

You  would  not,  my  young  friends,  be  a 
wretch  like  this  ?  Then  avoid,  like  Death 
and  the  Grave,  the  leafb  approach  to  that 
Vice,  which  indulged,  may  probably  lead  to 
fuch  fatal  consequences.  Nor  let  the  pefti- 
lence  of  ill- example  bl aft  you  with  its  dire 
contagion,  and  induce  you,  through  the  fear 
of  fingularity,  to  fall  a  Have  to  a  pra&ice  fo 
infamous,  fo  pernicious  !  It  is  a  precept  of 
of  your  God,  that  cc  you  fhould  not  follow  a 
multitude  to  do. evil  G  and  though  that  mul¬ 
titude  be  compofed  even  of  the  highefi:  ranks 
in  life  ;  though  it  ihould  unfortunately  hap¬ 
pen  even  that  they,  whole  exalted  ftations 
ihould  lead  them  to  propofe  better  examples 
to  thofe  beneath  them,  are  of  this  multitude; 
that  even  many  of  thofe  who  are  called  upon 
to  unite  cc  in  forming  the  laws,"’  fhould 
themfelves  be  tranfgreflors  of  the  laws  ; 
though  it  fhould  happen,  that  even  the 
^reateft  and  the  higheft,  and  thofe,  on  other 
accounts  the  mod  refpc&able,  ihould  un- 
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happily  endeavour  to  fan&ify  the  praftice  by 
their  own  purfuit  of  it ;  Yet  remember,  this 
can  never  alter  the  nature  of  things,  or  ren¬ 
der  that  pra&ice  lefs  blameable  or  lefs  perni¬ 
cious.  It  is,  no  doubt,  a  great  misfortune 
to  thofe  in  the  inferior  orders  of  life,  when 
their  fuperiors  fet  fuch  examples  :  However, 
in  a  cafe  like  this,  there  is  only  the  greater 
need  of  more  caution,  and  more  fortitude, 
livery  good  man  is  then  called  forth,  what¬ 
ever  his  hation,  to  bear  his  teflimonv  againit 
a  proceeding  fo  ruinous  to  his  country  ;  and 
Singularity  will  ever  be  elleemed  a  Virtue, 
•when  Vice,  when  fuch  a  gigantic  and  enor¬ 
mous- -Vice  more  particularly,  is  infaihion  1 

But,  my  young  friends*  whatever  may  be  in 
fafhion,  or  whatever  thofe  who  deem  them- 
felves  the  Politer  World  may  judge,  you  have 
a  certain  rule  whereby  to  diredt  your  conduit ; 
and  that  rule  is,  Reverence  yourfelves, 
and  the  peace  of  your  own  minds.5’  And, 
while  fully  afcertained  that  no  tumult  or  agi¬ 
tation  of  pailicns  can  ever  be  confident  with 
the  dictates  of  religion  and  the  laws  of  felf- 
government,  on  this  view  determine  never 
to  play  where  Avarice  can  in  the  leaft  tempt 
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you ;  can  caufe  the  fmalleft  agitation  of 
mind,  or  difturb  and  ruf&e  in  the  minuted: 
degree,  the  evennefs  and  ferenity  of  your 
temper.  For  if  thefe  effeCts  enfue,  though 
the  more  fatal  ones  are  avoided.  Play,  at  the 
lowed:  rate,  becomes  criminal  ;  and  it  is  un* 
pleafing  to  remark,  how  unhappily  the  paf- 
fions  are  agitated,  how  much  the  temper  is 
often  difcovered,  where  mere  Amufement  is, 
and  ean  only  be  dedgn’d.  It  fhould  be  our 
care  diligently  to  guard  againft  fuch  evils ;  it 
fhould  be  more  efpecially  the  care  of  that 
fofter  Sex,  from  whole  gentlenefs  of  manners, 
and  fweetnefs  of  temper,  we  naturally  expeCt 
the  higheft  and  moft  Toothing  comforts  of 
life.  They  will,  therefore,  give  us  but  poor 
expectations  of  fuch  comfort ;  they  will  ne- 
ceflarily  defeat  their  own  defigns,  and  injure 
their  own  interefls,  if  they  difeover,  at  the 
table  of  Amufement,  tempers  ill  adapted  to 
focial  felicity  :  Much  more  if  they  difeover 
adifpofition  for,  and  attachment  to,  Gaming; 
which,  however  odious  and  pernicious  in  Men, 
has  effeCts  much  more  odious  and  pernicious 
in  their  Sex;  involving,  among  other  Ioffes, 
the  lofs  of  thatj.  which  ought  ever  to  be 
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deareft  in  their  eftimation,— the  lofs  of  Vir¬ 
tue  and  of  Honour  ;  at  the  fame  time  that 
u  tends  utterly  to  diminiin  and  to  cloud  thofe 
perional  Graces,  by  which  they  are  formed 
to  attract :  for  a  fight  moft  unpleaftng,  though 
fometimes  to  be  feen,  is  a  face,  ftamned  by 
Heaven  with  every  angelic  beauty,  and  win¬ 
ning  charm,  yet  paled  by  long  anxiety  over 
the  mitlmght  Game,  and  dimmed  and  dark¬ 
ened  with  every  furious  paffion  which  anxious 
hope  and  dread  can  paint  in  ifrong  colours 
©n  the  felicitous  brow  ! 


Lut  I  forbear;  not  only  as  my  more  im¬ 
mediate  concern  is  with  thofe  of  my  own  fex, 
but  became  I  would  hope  thofe  of  the  other 
are  neither  fo  mach  addi&ed  to  this  Vice, 
nor  will  by  any  means  break  through  the 
laws  of  Reafon  and  of  Self- in  ter  elf  to  pur- 
lue  it  ;  thus  forfeiting  either  the  character  of 
good  Wives  and  good  Mothers,  or,  if  fingle, 
leaving  themfelves  no  chance  to  become  either. 

, ^or>  v;b°  hi  their  right  fen fes  would  taken 
beniale  Gamefter  to  their  family  and  cm- 
braces  ■  —  Let  one  word,  however,  of  friendly 
caution  be  juft  fuggefied,  that  no  great  fcun- 
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Nation  of  domeftic  comfort  can  on  either  fide 
he  laid,  if  the  rage  even  for  the  Amufement, 
not  the  Vice,  of  Play  prevails;  and  if  that 
rage  be  indulged  to  excefs  by  either  party, 
to  the  extreme  wafte  of  that  moft  precious  of 
all  human  poffeftions,  Time;  to  the  negleCl  of 
better  and  more  important  duties  ;  and  to  the 
uneafinefs  and  laflitude  of  the  mind,  if  by 
chance  deprived  of  fo  wretched  and  trifling  a 
diflipation, 

« 

1  bus,  my  young  friends,  I  have  given  you 
a  general  profpeCh  of  the  mifchiefs  and  mi¬ 
series  ot  the  Vice  of  Gaming  :  Your  own 
good  fenfe  and  reflection  will  eaflly  lead  you 
to  enlarge  upon  a  variety  of  particulars,  which 
I  have  but  juft  hinted,  oi'  to  which  what  I 
have  hinted  may  lead.  I  have  endeavoured 
to  eiftinguifh,  as  clearly  as  I  could,  between 
the  Vice  and  the  Amufement ;  have  fhev/it 
where  the  Amufement,  as  fuch,  becomes  a 
Vice,  and  where  the  Vice  is  peculiarly  dan¬ 
gerous  and  deftrtr Clive.  And  I  flatter  myfelfY 
tnat  if  you  fee  it  in  its  juft  and  reafonable." 
light,  you  will  think  it  truly  one  of  thofe 

falie  Pleafures, J  of  which  I  have  hereto- 


iiil 


,i!i  s 


SERMON  XIII. 


fore  given  you  the  charafleridics,  and  which 
I  would  wi(h  to  develops,  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  you  from  their  fnares  and  their  ruin*. 

a* 

However,  as  the  clofe  of  what  I  have  to 
urge  refpedting  thefe  Pleafures ;  as  a  lively 
example  to  confirm  the  truth  of  all  I  have 
advanced  ;  as  a  full  proof  of  the  “  mifchiefs 
and  the  miferies,"  which  I  have  afierted  to 
be  the  confequences  of  them  ;  You  will  per¬ 
mit  me  to  deliver  to  you,  from  the  pen  of  a 
nervous  and  affecting  writer*,  “  An  account 
of  the  lad  hours  of  a  Man  of  Pleafure  ;  a 
perfon  of  high  birth,  and  high  fpirit;  of  great 
parts,  and  flrong  paffions  ;  everyway  accom* 
plifhed ;  not  lead:  in  iniquity-  His  unkind 
treatment  was  the  death  of  a  mod  amiable 
wife :  His  Gaming,  love  of  pleafure,  and  great 
extravagance,  in  effedf,  difinherited  his  only 
child."  '  . 

64  The  fad  evening  before  he  died  (fays 
our  Author)  I  was  with  him:  No  one  was 
there  buthis  phyfician,  and  anlntimate,  whom 
he  loved,  and  whom  he  had  ruined  ! 

#  Dr,  Young* 
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At  my  coming  in,  he  faid,  u  You  and 
the  phyfician  are  come  too  Jate  !  I  have 
neither  life  nor  hope.  You  both  aim  at  mi¬ 
racles  :  You  would  raife  the  dead.” 

Heaven,  I  faid,  was  merciful#- 

— Ci  Or  I  could  not  have  been  thus  guilty.. 
What  has  it  not  done  to  blefs  and  to  fave  me  ? 
I  have  been  too  ft'rong  for  Omnipotence! 
I  pluck’d  down  ruin.” 

I  faid,  “  The  blelTed  Redeemer4 — ”  ,  , 

'jJJOT'i  )  >  ■  i  j  *  i  «  v  1  i  > 

“  — Hold,  hold  !  you  wound  me  ! — » 
That  is  the  rock  on  which  I  fplit. — I  de¬ 
nied  his  name.” 

Refufmg  to  hear  any  thing  from  me,  or 
take  any  thing  from  the  phyfician,  he  lay 
filent,  as  far  as  fudden  darts  of  pain  would 
permit,  till  the  clock  tfruck.— Then,  with 
vehemence, — 

.  ‘  M  i  f  !  *  .  *  M  • 

“  Oh,  lime,  Time!  It  is  fit  thou  fhouldft 
thus  ftrike.  thy  murderer  to  the  heart, — How 
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art  thou  fled,  for  ever! — A  month! — Oh, 


for  a  Angle  week  !  I  a(k  not  for  years  ;  tho7 


do.” 


On  my  faying,  We  could  not  do  too  much  : 
That  Heaven  was  a  bleffed  place  : 

— So  much  the  worfe.  5Tis  loft  !  JTis 
loft  ! — Heaven  is  to  me  the  fevereft  part  of 


Hell  !” 


Soon  after  I  propofed  prayer  ! 


*c  Pray  you  that  can.  I  never  prayed  :  I 
cannot  pray. — Nor  need  I.  Is  not  Heaven 


on  my  fide  already  ? — It  clofes  with  my  Con 


fcience :  Its  fevereft  ftrokes  but  fecond  my 
own.” 

His  friend  being  much  touched,  even  to 
tears,  at  this  (Who  could  forbear  ?  I  could 
not)  with  a  moil;  affectionate  look,  he  faid  : 

Ci  Keep  thofe  tears  for  thyfelf :  I  have  un¬ 
done  thee. — Doft  weep  for  me  ; — -That* 
cruel.  What  can  pain  me  more 
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Here  his  friend,  too  much  affedled,  would 
have  left  him  : 

£C  No,  flay : — Thou  Hill  may’ll  hope  ; 
therefore  hear  me.  How  madly  have  I  talk’d  ? 
How  madly  halt  thou  liftened  and  believed  ! 
But,  look  on  my  prefent  Hate,  as  a  full  an- 
fwer  to  thee,  and  to  myfelf.  This  Body  is 
all  weaknefs  and  pain  ;  but  my  Soul,  as  if 
Hung  up  by  torment  to  greater  llrength  and 
fpirit,  is  full  powerful  to  reafon  ;  full  mighty 
to  fufFer:  And  that  which  thus  triumphs 
within  the  jaws  of  Mortality,  is,  doubtlefs* 
immortal  : — And  as  for  a  Deity,  nothing  lefs 
than. an  Almighty  could  inflidl  what  I  feel!” 

I  was  about  to  congratulate- this  pallive, 
involuntary  confelTor,  on  his  aflerting  the 
two  prime  articles  of  his  creed,  extorted  by 
the  rack  of  Nature  ;  when  he  thus,  very  paf- 
iionately, 

*c  No,  no  !  Let  me  (peak  on  :  I  have  not 
long  to  fpeak. — My  much-injured  friend  ! 
My  foul,  as  my  body,  lies  in  ruins ;  in  feat¬ 
ured  fragtnerUs  gf  broker*  thought.  Remorfe 
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for  the  paft  throws  my  thought  on  the  future : 
Worfe  dread  of  the  future  ftrik.es  it  back  on 
the  paft  ! — I  turn,  and  turn,  and  find  no 
ray, — Didft  thou  feel  half  the  mountain  that 
is  on  me,  thou  wouldft  ftruggle  with  the 
martyr  for  his  flake,  and  blefs  heaven  for  the 
flames  : — That  is  not  an  everlafting  flame  $— 
That  is  not  an  unquenchable  fire.” 

How  were  we  ftruck  !  Yet,  foon  after,  ftill 
more.  With  what  an  eye  of  diftraftion,  what 
a  face  of  defpair,  he  cried  out. 


“  My  principles  have  poiioned  my  Friend^ 
my  extravagance  has  beggared  my  Boy  $  my 


unkindnefs  has  murdered  my  Wife  ! — And  is 
there  another  hell  ? — Oh,  thou  blafphemed, 
yet  moft  indulgent  Lord  God!  Hell  itfelf  is 
a  refuge,  if  it  hides  me  from  Thy  frown.” 

Soon  after  his  underftanding  failed  :  His 
terrified  imagination  uttered  horrors  not  to 


be  repeated,  or  ever  forgot.  And  ere  the 
fun  (which  I  hope  has  fee n  few  like  him) 


arofe,  the  gay,  young,  noble,  ingenious^ 
accompliftied,  and  moft  wretched  Altamont 
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I  fhall  not  pretend  to  make  any  reflexions 
on  this  mournful  narrative  :  The  foregoing 
difcourfes  will  fupply  fufflcient,  and  the 
death  bed  of  the  profligate  abundantly  fhew 
what  is  the  end  of  all  his  boafted  pleafures 
and  purfuits.  Leaving  it  therefore  to  your 
own  private  thoughts,  I  fhall  only  intreat 
the  Giver  of  all  good  gifts,  to  preferve  us 
from  the  contagion  of  loofe,  immoral,  irre¬ 
ligious  principles,  and  from  vicious  prac¬ 
tices,  the  almoft  neceflary  confequence  of 
fuch  principles  :  To  keep  us  ftedfafl:  in  the 
exercife  of  our  holy  Faith,  and  in  the  paths 
of  Virtue- and  of  Goodnefs,  which  that  Faith 
fo  perfeXIy  inculcates.  That,  avoiding  all 
the  rocks  and  fhelves  of  deftruXive  Vice  and 
falfe  Pleafure,  we  may  pafs  through  the  waves 
of  this  world,  in  the  right,  the  happy,  the 
comfortable  difcharge  of  every  duty  ;  and  fo 
find  acceptance,  through  the  merits  of  Chrift 
Jefus,  at  his  right  hand,  where  there  are 
pleafures,  folid,  fubftantial,  unfading  ^lea- 
lures,  for  evermore.  Amen  ! 
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Anecdotes  on  Gamine 

O 

(i.)  It  is  related  of  Mr.  Locke,  that 
being  invited  to  a  company  of  the  higheft 
rank  and  hrd  abilities  in  the  kingdom, 
and  hearing  Cards  called  for  as  foon 
as  dinner  was  over,  he  retired  thoughtful 
to  a  window  ;  and  being  afked  the  reafon 
of  his  ferioufnefs,  replied,  “  He  had  not  flept 
the  foregoing  night,  for  the  pleafure  which 
their  lordfnips  had  given  him  to  expedl  from 
that  day’s  converfation,  with  men  of  the  firft 
character  for  fenfe  and  genius  5  and  hoped 
his  forrow  for  his  difappointment  would  be 
forgiven  him.”  This  feafonable  rebuke  had 
the  proper  effe&  :  the  game  was  indantly 
thrown  up,  and  converfation  reftored  with  a 
brilliancy  fuitable  to  the  illuftrious  aflembly. 

(2.)  <c  I  cannot  (fays  a  late  writer)  fee 
Tow  a  man  of  quality,  fitting  day  after  day, 
and  night  after  night,  at  a  quadrille  or 
gaming-table,  rifes  fuperior  to  the  lowed 
mechanic  at  fimilar  amufements  ;  unlefs  it 
be  in  having  a  cleaner  room,  and  rifking 
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larger  Turns ;  which  indeed  idcreafe  the  Ex¬ 
pence,  but  do  not  leden  the  Folly  of  the 
adlion.  Cards  are  the  univerfal  mode  of  a 
whole  people,  who  pique  themfelves  upon 
being  intelligent  and  polite :  And  yet,  the 
bed  that  can  be  faid  of  them  is,  that  they 

j 

make  people  eafy,  by  allowing  them  to  be 
dull,  and  fuperfeding  the  neceffity  of  their 
being  entertaining:  So  that  this  fpecies  of 
diverfion  might  not  improperly  be  called, 
6C  The  fbatagem  of  (hallow  people,  who, 
unable  to  fupply  converfation  themfelves, 
would  bring  down  to  the  fame  level  all  that 
could.”  For  Gaming  is  a  fufpenfion  of  the 
undemanding  for  hours  together  ;  a  flupid 
attention  to  a  parcel  of  black  and  red  fpots : 
a  continual  confiidf  of  the  lowed  and  bafeft 
padions  ;  and,  if  there  be  fome  fkill  required 
in  fome  degrees  of  it,  the  highed  of  the 
kind  is  ftill  fo  unworthy  of  ambition,  that 
Creatures  who  do  not  difcover  common  fenfe 
in  other  things,  often  excell  in  this. — And 
yet,  for  this.  Gentlemen  forego  their  di- 
din&ion  of  Birth  and  Education  ;  and,  for¬ 
getful  of  the  debt  to  their  illudrious  ancef- 
tors,  and  the  demands  cf  the  prefent  ani 
V  ol.  II.  U 
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future  generations,  wade  a  whole  life  in  the 
mofl:  trifling  of  amufements,  and  bury  the 
nobleft  faculties  in  the  meanefr  of  employ* 
merits. — For  this  too,  the  Ladies  pafs  anxious 
days  and  fieeplefs  nights  9  deny  themfelves 
the  benefits  of  light  and  air;  grow  pale  and 
lifelefs,  and  facrifice  even  beauty  to  the  dear 
diverfion  :  Since,  as  the  poet  but  too  juftly 
remarks, 

“  The  ftrong  defire  fihall  ne’er  decay. 

Who  plays  to  win,  fihall  win  to  play ; 

The  break  where  love  had  plann’d  his  reign, 
Shall  burn  unquench'd  with  lull  of  gain ;  ' 

And  all  the  charms  that  wit  can  boaft, 

% 

In  dreams  of  bitter  luck  be  loft  1 
Thus  neither  innocent  nor  gay, 

The  ufelefs  hours  fhall  fleet  away; 

While  Time  o'erlooks  the  trivial  ftrife, 

And,  fco fling,  fhakes  the  fands  of  life.” 

“  In  fhort,  the  itch  of  play  (for  fo,  con¬ 
tinues  our  author,  I  muff  beg  leave  to  call 
it)  rages  like  a  plague,  and  depopulates  the 
Aland  of  all  that  is  lovely,  generous  and 
brave:  It  is  epidemical  throughout  the  king¬ 
dom  ;  it  fpaies  neither  age  nor  fex  among 
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us;  and  we  are  become  a  nation  of  Game- 
Itcrs.  In  this  quarter  ^bstb^j  the  diifcmpcr 
breaks  out  with  ail  its  terrible  fymptoms, 
rind  has  abforbed  the  other  entertainments 
and  follies  of  the  place;  as  the  floatin-e  hu- 

CD 

mours  of  the  body  fometimes  fettle  into  a 
gout,  which  is  a  complication  of  them  all. 
Nothing  is  to  be  feen  but  play,  and  the  pre¬ 
parations  for  it :  Perfons  of  all  characters 
difl  inbfions  and  denominations  fit  down  to 
Cards  from  morning  to  night,  and  from 
night  (iii  morning;  and  I  hey  agree  in  this 
particular,  who  difagree  in  every  rhino- 
tlfe  ”  ‘  * 

(3.)  “  There  never  was  deep  play  aril  oil*  ft 
r:\ien  only,  (fays  a  celebrated  genius)  but 
there  was  a  fharper  or  two  in  company,  who 
were  fure  to  win.  But,  befides  the  fatal  con- 
fequence  of  lofing  at  play,  it  is  an  illiberal 
diverfion,  and  brings  a  Gentleman  into  the 
word  and  molt  infamous  company  imagi- 
natne :  for  a  gaming-table  levels  all  dlf- 
tin&ion ;  and  it  often  happens,  that  the 
footman  of  yefterday  fits  next  to  his  lord, 
and  is  his  equal  at  a  hazard,  or  a  baHet- 
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table.  Another  difagreeable  confequenee  of 
gaming  is,  that  moft  young  men  begin  to 
play  as  bubbles;  but  when  they  have  loft  a 
great  deal,  often  turn  cheats  themfelves,  in 
hopes  of  recovering  it.  In  fhort,  there  would 
be  no  end  of  relating  the  fatal  eftedts  of 
gaming :  It  creates  quarrels,  which  often 
end  in  bloodfhed :  It  beggars,  it  difgraces, 
and  affedls  the  charadier,  as  well  as  the  purfe 
of  a  gentleman.” 

(4.)  Nothing  is  more  common  at  the  pub¬ 
lic  places  of  polite  refort,  than  to  fee  among 
the  other  bijoux  of  the  toy-fhop,  boxes  and 
dice  in  minature,  fabricated  at  a  high  price, 
for  the  ufe  of  little  gentlemen  and  ladies,  by 
way  of  initiating  them  into  the  fcience  of 
Gaming.  So  that,  in  this  inftance,  if  in  no 
other,  Juvenal  bears  his  teftimony  that  we 
ftill  retain  forne  of  the  old  Roman  fpirit. 

— “  Monftrant  ipfi  pueris,  traduntquc 
parentes  : 

Si  damnofa  fenem  juvat  alea,  ludit  et 
Haeres 

Bullatus,  parvoque  cadem  movet  arma  fri- 
tiilo  ”, 

Sat,  14.  L.  3, 
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(5-)  u  One  °f  t^ie  roethods  (fays  Mr. 
Addifon)  which  I  would  propofe  for  filling 
up  our  time,  fhould  be  ufeful  and  innocent 
diverfions.  I  mud  confefs,  I  think  it  is  be¬ 
low  reafonable  creatures  to  be  altogether 
converfant  in  fuch  diverfions  as  are  C4  merely 
innocent,”  and  have  nothing  elfe  to  recom¬ 
mend  them,  but  that  there  is  no  hurt  in 
them.  Whether  any  kind  of  Gaming  has 
even  thus  much  to  fay  for  itfelf,  I  fhall  not 
determine;  but  it  is  very  wonderful  to  iee 
perfons  of  the  bed  fenfe,  palling  away  a 
dozen  hours  together,  in  fhufHing  and  divid¬ 
ing  a  pack  of  Cards,  with  no  other  conver- 
fation  but  what  is  made  up  of  a  few  game 
phrafes ;  and  no  other  ideas  but  thofe  of  black 
and  red  fpots,  ranged  together  in  different 
figures !  would  not  a  man  laugh  to  hear  any 
one  of  this  fpecies  complaining  that  life  is 
fhort  !” — Spectator,  N°  93  *. 

(6.)  Whence  comes  it  to  pafs,  fays  Mon- 
fieur  Pafcal,  That  mankind  are  tranfported 
to  fuch  a  degree  with  gaming,  hunting,  or 

*  See  alfo  Guardian,  N°  120, 

u  1 
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other  diverfions,  which  feem  to  have  taken 
an  abfolute  pofifcffion  of  their  fouls?— Not 
hecaufe  tnere  is  any  real  or  intrinfic  good  to 
be  obtained  by  tnefe  purfuits  ;  not  becaufe 
they  imagine  that  true  happinefs  is  to  be 
found  in  the  money  they  win  at  play,  or  in 
t  i*e  beaft  which  they  run  down  in  the  chace  i. 
lor  fhould  you  prefent  them  beforehand  with 
both  thefe  to  fave  their  trouble*  they  would 
le  unanimous  in  rejecting  the  propofal. 
5 1  is  not  the  gentle  and  eafy  part  which  they 
are  fond  of,  luch  as  may  give  them  leifure 
and  Ipace  for  thought ;  but  it  is  the  heat  and 
hurry,  which  divert  them  from  the  mortifica¬ 
tion  of  thinking.  On  this  account  it  is,  that 
men  are  in  love  with  the  noife  and  tumult  or 
the  world;  that  a  prifon  is  a  feat  of  horror; 
ana  that  few  perfons  can  bear  the  punifhment 
of  being  confined  to  themfelves, 

(7.)  In  one  of  the  principal  cities  in 
Europe  lived  Lucius  and  Sapphira,  blefi'ed 
with  a  moderate  fortune,  health,  mutual 
love,  and  peace  of  mind  :  7'heir  family  con- 
lifted  of  two  little  darlings,  a  foil  and  a 
daughter;  they  feemed  to  want  for  nothing 
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as  an  addition  to  their  happinefs,  nor  were 
they  infenfible  of  what  they  enjoyed  ;  but, 
animated  with  gratitude  to  heaven,  they 
were  happy  inftruments  of  good  to  all  about 
them.  Towards  the  clofe  of  the  fummer  in 
T  765 ,  Lucius  happening  to  fall  in  company 
with  fome  neighbouring  gentlemen,  who 
propofed  to  wade  an  hour  or  fo  at  Cards,  he 
confented,  more  in  compJaifance  to  the  tafte 
of  others  than  his  own.  Like  other  gamef- 
ters,  he  met  with  a  variety  of  fortune,  (a  Va¬ 
riety  more  feducing  than  a  Continuance  either 
of  good  or  bad)  and  being  warm  with  liquor, 
he  was  ineonfiderately  drawn  in,  before  the 
company  broke  up,  to  involve  himfelf  more 
than  his  fortune  could  bear.  The  next  day, 
on  fober  reflection,  he  could  not  fupport  the 
thoughts  of  that  di  ft  refs  which  his  folly  had 
brought  upon  his  Sapphira,  and  her  little 
innocents.  He  had  net  courage  enough  to 
acquaint  her  with  what  had  happened  ;  and, 
whilft  in  the  midft  of  pangs  to  which  he  had 
been  hitherto  a  ftranger,  he  was  vifued,  and 
again  tempted  by  one  of  the  lad  night’s  com¬ 
pany,  to  try  his  fortune  once  more.  In  order? 
to  drown  reflection,  and  in  hopes  of  recover- 
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ing  his  lofs,  he  flew  to  the  fatal  place  ;  nor 
did  he  leave  it  till  he  had  loft  his  all.  The 
confequence  of  which  was,  that  the  next  day, 
in  undefcribable  defpair,  after  writing  to  ac¬ 
quaint  Sapphira  with  what  had  happened, 
he  fhot  himfelf  through  the  head.  The  news 
of  this  deprived  the  lady  of  her  fenfes.  She 
is  (at  leaft  was  lately)  confined  in  a  mad- 
houfe;  and  the  two  little  innocents,  defti- 
tute  of  parents  and  of  fortune,  have  a  trouble- 
fome  world  to  ftruggle  with  ;  and  are  likely 
to  feel  all  the  miferies  which  poverty  and  a 
fervile  dependence  entail  upon  the  wretched. 

1 

(8.)  A  young  lady  who  lived  in  the  North 
was  on  the  point  of  marriage  with  a  young 
gentleman,  of  whom  fhe  was  pafTionately 
fond,  and  by  whom  fhe  was  as  greatly  be¬ 
loved  :  She  was  at  the  fame  time  admired  by 
a  perfon  of  high  rank,  but  whole  paflion,  as 
he  was  already  married,  was  confequently 
difhonourable.  He  was  determined,  how¬ 
ever,  at  any  rate  to  indulge  his  diabolical 
1  ufts  ;  but  the  lady  being  a  perfon  of  the 
ftrideft  honour,  he  was  obliged  to  ad  with 
caution,  and  keep  his  intentions  a  fee  ret. 
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Knowing  her  propenfity  to  Gaming,  he  laid 
a  fnare  for  her,  into  which  Hie  fell,  to  the 
great  diminution  of  her  fortune.  This  he, 
ffend-like,  took  care  to  have  reprefented  with 
the  molt  aggravating  circumftances  to  the 

OO  O 

gentleman  to  whom  Hie  was  engaged  3  upon 
which  his  friends  painted  to  the  young  lover 
the  dreadful  inconveniencies  of  his  taking  a 
Gameffer  to  wife  :  That  poverty,  difeafe,  and 
probably  diflionour  to  his  bed,  were  the 
likely  confequences :  In  a  word,  they  fo 
managed  matters,  as  to  break  oft  the  match. 
The  u  Noble  Viliam,”  who  occafioned  the 
breach  between  the  lovers,  notwithftanding, 
miffed  his  wicked  ends  :  His  addreffes  and 
propofals  met  with  the  contempt  and  abhor¬ 
rence  which  they  deferved  :  Yet,  though  Hie 
preferved  her  chaftity,— a  circumffance  very 
precarious  among  female  Gameffers, — the 
Jofs  of  her  intended  fpoufe,  on  whom  Hie 
had  inviolably  fixed  her  affections,  threw 
her  into  a  decline,  which,  in  a  few  months, 
put  a  period  to  her  life, 

(9.)  The  late  colonel  Daniel  (who  took 
.great  pieafure  in  giving  advice  to  young  offi- 
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cers,  guiding  them  in  their  military  func¬ 
tions,  &c.)  whenever  he  was  upon  this 
article  of  Gaming,  ufed  always  to  tell  the 
following  ftory  of  himfelf,  as  a  warning  to 
others ;  and  to  (hew  that  a  little  refolution 
may  conquer  this  abfurd  paftion.  During 
Queen  Anne’s  wars,  he  was  an  enfign  in 
the  Englifh  army  then  in  Spain  :  but  he  was 
fo  abfolutely  pofleffed  by  this  evil,  that  all 
duty,  and  every  thing  elfe  which  prevented 
his  gratifying  that  darling  paffion,  was  grie¬ 
vous  to  him.  He  fcarce  allowed  himfelf  time 
to  reft;  or,  if  he  dept,  his  dreams  prefented 
packs  of  Cards  to  his  eyes,  and  the  rattling 
of  Dice  to  his  ears.  His  meals  were  neglect¬ 
ed  ;  or,  if  he  attended  them,  he  looked 
upon  that  as  fo  much  loft  time,  fw al¬ 
lowed  his  meat  with  precipitance,  and  hur¬ 
ried  to  the  gaming-table  again.  In  one  word 
he  was  a  profefted  Gamefter.  For  fome  time 
fortune  was  his  friend  ;  and  he  was  fo  fucceff- 
ful,  that  he  has  often  fpread  his  winnings 
on  the  ground,  and  rolled  himfelf  upon  them, 
in  order  that  it  might  be  faid  of  him,  u  He 
wallowed  in  gold.”  Such  was  his  life  for  a 
confiderable  time ;  but,  as  he  often  faid  (and 
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we  may  prefume,  every  confiderate  man  will 
join  with  him)  <c  it  was  the  mod  miferable 
part  of  it.”  After  fome  time  he  was  ordered 
on  the  recruiting  duty,  and  at  Barcelona  he 
raifed  150  recruits  for  the  regiment;  though 
even  this  bufmefs  was  left  entirely  to  his  fer- 
jeant,  that  he  might  be  more  at  leifure  to 
attend  his  darling  pailion.  After  fome 
changes  of  good  and  ill  luck,  fortune  de¬ 
clared  fo  openly  againd  him,  that  in  one 
unlucky  run,  he  was  totally  dripped  of  the  lad 
farthing.  In  this  didrefs,  he  applied  to  the 
captain  of  the  lame  regiment  with,  himfelf 
tor  a  loan  ot  ten  guineas ;  which  was  refufed 
with  thefe  words  :  C4  What  !  lend  my  money 
to  a  profefled  Gameder !  No,  fir,  I  mud 
oe  excufed  ;  for  of  neceflity  I  mud  lofe  either 
my  Money,  or  my  Friend.  I  therefore  choofe 
to  keep  my  Money.”  With  this  taunting 
refufal,  he  retired  to  his  lodging;,  where  he 
threw  himfeU  on  the  bed,  to  lay  his  thoughts 
and  his  forrows  to  a  momentary  red  during  the 
heat  of  the  day:  A  Gnat  or  fome  fuch  in- 
feed  happening  to  bite  him,  he  awoke; 
when  his  melancholy  fituation  immediately 
prefented  itfelf  to  him  in  drong  colours. 
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Without  money;  and  no  profpedl  how  to 
got  any,  to  fubfiff  himfelf  and  his  recruits  to 
the  regiment,  who  were  then  at  a  great  dis¬ 
tance  from  him  ;  and  Should  they  defert  for 
want  of  their  pay,  he  muft  be  anfwerable 
for  it ;  and  he  could  expedt  nothing  but 
cafhiering  for  disappointing  the  queen’s  Ser¬ 
vice.  He  had  no  friend  !  for  he  whom  he 
had  efleemed  Such,  had  not  only  refufed  to 
a'flift  him,  but  had  added  taunts  to  his  re- 
fa  fa  1.  He  had  no  acquaintance  there ;  and 
Strangers,  he  knew,  would  not  let  him  have 
fo  large  a  Sum  as  was  adequate  to  his  real 
necellity.  This  naturally  led  him  to  rededi 
ferioufly  on  what  had  induced  him  to  com¬ 
mence  Gamefler ;  and  this  he  prefently 
perceived  was  Idlenefs.  He  had  now  found 
the  caufe,  but  the  cure  was  hill  wanting. 
How  was  this  to  be  effedied,  fo  as  to  pre- 
,  elude  a  relapfe  ? — Something  muff  be  done  ; 
Some  method  purfued,  fo  effectually  to  em¬ 
ploy  his  time,  as  to  prevent  his  having  any 
to  throw  away  on  Gaming.  In  this  hate  of 
mind  it  occurred  to  him  that  the  adjutancy 
©f  the  regiment  was  to  be  difpofed  of,  and 
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this  he  determined  to  purchafe,  as  a  poft  the 
moll  likely  to  find  him  a  fufficient  and  laud¬ 
able  way  of  palling  his  time.  He  had 
letters  of  credit,  to  draw  for  what  fum.he 
pleafed  for  his  promotion  in  the  army,  but 
not  to  throw  away  idly,  or  to  encourage  his 
extravagance.  Thus  far  all  was  well ;  but 
the  main  difficulty  remained,  and  he  mud 
get  to  the  regiment  before  he  could  take  any 
fieps  towards  the  intended  purchafe,  or  draw 
for  the  fum  to  make  it  with.  While  he  was 
thus  endeavouring  to  fall  upon  fome  expe¬ 
dient  to  extricate  himfelf  out  of  this  dilemma, 
his  friend,  the  captain,  who  had  refufed  him 
in  the  morning,  came  to  pay  him  a  vifit. 
After  a  very  cool  reception  on  the  colonel’s 
fide,  the  other  began  by  afking  him  what 
fieps  he  intended  to  take  to  relieve  himfelf 
from  the  anxiety  he  plainly  perceived  he  was 
in  ?  The  colonel  then  told  him  all  that  he 
had  been  thinking  upon  that  head,  and  the 
refolution  he  had  made  of  purchafing  the  ad¬ 
jutancy,  as  foon  as  he  could  join  the  regi¬ 
ment.  His  friend  'then  getting  up,  and 
embracing  him,  faid  ;  “  My  dear  Daniel  ! 
[  refufed  you  in  the  morning  in  that  abrupt 
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manner,  in  order  to  bring  you  to  a  flnfe  of 
the  dangerous  fituation  you  were  in,  and  to 
make  you  reflect  ferioufiy  on  the  folly  of  the 
way  of  life  in  which  you  are  engaged.  I 
heartily  rejoice  that  it  has  had  the  defir’d 
enecf.  Purfue  the  laudable  relolution  you 
have  made  ;  for,  be  affured,  that  Idleness 
and  Gaming  are  the  ruin  of  youth. 
My  intereft,  advice  and  purfe  are  now  at 
your  command  :  There,  take  it,  and  pleafe 
yourfelf  with  what  is  necefiary  to  fubfift 
younelr  and  the  recruits.”  This  prefently 
brought  the  colonel  off  the  bed;  and  the 
afternoon  s  benaviour  lntireiy  obliterated  the 
harfhnefs  of  the  morning’s  refufal.  He  now 
viewed  the  captain  in  the  agreeable  light  of  a 
fin  cere  friend,  and  for  ever  after  efteemed  and 
found  him  fuch.  In  fliort,  the  colonel  fet 
out  with  his  recruits  for  the  regiment,  where 
he  gained  great  applaufe  for  his  fuccefs, 
which,  as  well  as  his  commiffion,  he  had 
well  nigh  loft  by  one  morning’s  folly.  He 
immediately  folicited  for,  and  purchafed  the 
adjutancy;  and  from  that  day  never  touched 
Cards  or  Dice,  but  (as  they  ought  to  be 
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ufed)  merely  for  diverfion,  or  to  unbend 
the  mind  after  too  clofe  an  attention  to 
feiious  affairs. 


(io.)  Sir  Richard  Steele  gives  us  the 
following  fpirited  defcription  of  a  Gaming- 
Table,  as  feen  by  him  and  Pacolet  his  aerial 
friend  :  “  The  firft  thing,  fays  he,  that  we 
took  notice  of,  was  a  Nobleman  of  a  goodly 
and  frank  afpedf,  with  his  generous  birth  and 
temper  vifible  in  it,  playing  at  Cards  with  a 
creature  of  a  black  and  horrid  countenance, 
wherein  were  plainly  delineated  the  arts  of 
his  mind,  cozenage  and  falfehood.  They 
were  marking  their  game  with  counters,  on 
which  we  could  fee  infcriptions,  impercep¬ 
tible  to  any  but  us.  My  lord  had  fcored 
with  pieces  of  ivory,  on  which  were  written. 
Good  Tame,  Glory,  Riches,  Ho¬ 
nour,  and  Posterity.  The  fpectre  over- 
againft  him,  had  on  his  counters  the 
infcriptions  of  Dishonour,  Impudence, 
Poverty,  Ignorance,  and  want  of 
•'Shame.  <c  Blefs  me !  Paid  I ;  fure  my 
lord  does  not  fee  what  he  plays  for  ?” — “  As 
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well  as  I  do,  (faid  my  invifible  compa¬ 
nion  :)  “  He  defpifes  that  fellow  he  plays 
with,  and  fcorns  himfelf  for  making  him 
his  companion.” — At  that  very  inftant  I  faw 
the  fellow  who  play’d  with  my  lord,  hide 
two  Cards,  in  the  roll  of  his  flocking. — 
The  Nobleman  however  foon  won  the  game: 
But  the  little  triumph  he  appeared  in,  when 
he  got  fuch  a  trifling  flock  of  ready  money, 
though  he  had  ventured  fuch  great  fums  with 
indifference,  increafed  my  admiration.  But 
Pacolet  began  to  talk  to  me  :  u  This  to  you 
looks  wonderful  ;  but  not  at  all  to  us  hio-her 
beings  :  That  Noble  has  as  many  good 
qualities  as  any  man  of  his  order,  and  Teems 
to  have  no  Faults,  but  what,  as  I  may  fay,  are 
excrefcencies  from  virtues.  He  is  generous 
to  a  prodigality  ;  more  affable  than  is  con¬ 
fident  with  his  quality,  and  courageous  to  a 
rafhnefs.  Yet,  after  all  this,  the  fource  of 
of  his  whole  condudl  is  (though  he  would 
hate  himfelf  if  he  knew  it)  mere  Avarice  ! 
The  ready  cafh  laid  before  the  Gamefter’s 
counters,  makes  him  venture,  as  you  fee,  and 
lay  Diftin&ion  againft  Infamy,  Abundance 
againft  Want  3  and,  in  a  word,  all  that  is^ 
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delirable,  again#  all  that  is  to  be  avoided.* 
Tatler,  N°  15. 

(n.)  Hence  then  we  may  obferve,  that 
amid#  every  other,  the  ruling  pafiion  of 
the  Gamefter,  whatever  his  pretenfions,  is 
Avarice.  But — (as  one  fatirically  re¬ 

marks, — )  can  He  be  avaricious,  who  trufts 
bis  whole  property  to  chance  ?  Who  imme¬ 
diately  circulates  what  he  wins  with  a  libe¬ 
rality,  that  has  been  cenfured  by  others  as  a 
profufion  ! — Can  Avarice  be  His  motive  to 
play,  who,  with  twenty  thoufand  pounds  in 
the  funds,  fits  down  with  a  man  whofe  whofe 
eftate  he  knows  to  be  in  his  pocket,  and  to 
amount  to  no  more  than  ten  pieces  ? — The 
charge  of  Avarice  is  indeed  fo  ridiculous  and 
abfurd,  that  I  am  afiiamed  of  an  attempt  to 
confute  it.” — “  It  has  been  faid,  that 
Gamefters  are  Grangers  to  reciprocal  feli¬ 
city  ;  and  that  the  happinefs  of  one  is  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  mifery  of  another  ;  the  pain  of 
him  who  lofes,  being  always  proportioned  to 
the  pleafure  of  the  winner.  But  this  is  only 
the  cavil  of  popular  prejudice:  If  I  am 
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happv,  what  is  it  to  me  who  elfe  is  mife- 
rable 

V-  •  t  *  *»  r  +  &  . 

(12.)  Of  all  Gamefters,  and  gaming  in 
general,  if  it  be  exceffive,  we  may  juftly 
conclude,  that  whether  they  win  or  lofe  for 
the  prefenf,  their  gains  are  not  cc  munera 
fortunae,  fed  infidise,”  as  Seneca  obfei  ves  ; 

not  fortune’s  gifts,  but  baits  to  enfnare 
their  votaries.”  The  common  cataftrophe  is 
beggary,  in  return  for  the  little  pleafure  and 
fmall  gains  which  they  now  and  then  derive: 
Their  wives,  children,  families,  parents, 
friends,  fufFer  for,  and  deplore  their  career 
in  the  mean  time  ;  and  they  themfelves  bit¬ 
terly  rue  it  in  the  end.  A  Gentleman, 
my  particular  friend,  (fays  the  above-quoted 
writer)  who  had  the  honour  to  be  many  years 
an  eminent  Gamefter,  being  without  money, 
committed  a  robbery  upon  the  highway,  to 
procure  another  fblkef  that  he  might  return 
to  his  profellion.  It  happened  unfortunately 
that  he  was  taken  $  and  though  he  had  great 
intereft, — with  fome  pcrfo.ns,  who  fhall  be 
namelefs, — yet,  he  was  committed  and 

*  Adventurer,  N5  19*  ,  v 
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hanged.  This  Gentleman’s  ill-luck  conti¬ 
nued  all  the  while  he  was  in  jail ;  fo  that 
he  was  compelled  to  difpofe  of  his  body  to 
the  furgeons,  and  loft  his  money  to  a  friend 
who  vi fued  him  in  the  cells  the  night  before 
his  execution.  He  appeared  however  next 
morning  with  great  compofure  :  No  reflec¬ 
tion  on  the  paft,  no  anticipation  of  the  future, 
caufed  him  once  to  change  countenance, 
during  his  paflage  to  the  gallows:  and  though 
he  was  about  to  receive  deaths — fo  indifferent 
was  he  as  to  what  fhould  afterwards  befall 
him,  that  he  bravely  refufed  to  fay  Amen  to 
the  prayers  *  !”  What  a  horrid  proof  of  the 
total  annihilation  of  all  right  and  generous 
feelings,  produced  by  a  love  of  Gaming  ! 

*  See  'the  Adventurer,  as  above. 
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